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dune 17, 1987

CERTIFIED RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
(P 402-458-608)

Mr. Nathan Atwood

Co-0p Mining Company

P. 0. Box 1245
Huntington, Utah 84528

Dear Mr. Atwood:

Re: Conditional Approval of PAP Revision, Mining of Hiawatha Seam, Co-Cp
Mining Company, ACT/C15/025-86(1), Folder #3, Emery County, Utah

The Division has finalized its review of the permit revision referenced
above. A copy of the state's Decision Document, which includes revised
Findings, Technical Analysis and Cumulative Hydrologic Impact Assessment is
enclosed. Please note that sections applicable to this revision and previous
stipulations have been updated in this Technical Analysis document.

The Division is prepared to issue approval of this revision with two
conditions. Please read the special stipulations in Attachment A, then
provide a written response by June 30, 1987 to complete the permitting process
for this permit change. We will forward our final approval upon receipt of an
adequate response to the conditional approval.

Thank you for your cooperation and patience in completing this permitting
action. Please contact me, John Whitehead or Wayne Hedberg should you have
remaining questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

YTV

L. P. Braxton

Administrator

Mineral Resource Development
and Reclamation Program

DWH:d jh

Attachments

cc: P. Rutledge W. Geer
R. Hagen C. Wright
M. Evans A Team

8992R/55 P.F.0.

an equal opportunity employer
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ADMINISTRATIVE OVERVIEW

Background

The Co-Op Mining Company's Bear Canyon Mine received a permanent
program permit under the requirements of UCA 4-10 et seqg on November
1, 1985. One of the prominent technical issues addressed during the
permitting process was the characterization of ground water
resources and the proximity of the proposed mine to development of a
significant culinary water supply spring. Subsurface borehole
information provided by the company did not adequately document the
presence or absence of the lower coal seam (Hiawatha Seam).
Therefore, in issuing the permit the Division specifically omitted
approval to mine the lower seam.

Changes

Co-Op Mining Company subsequently submitted a significant permit
revision application in 1986 to incorporate mining of the lower seam
into the approved permit. In February of 1987, the company
submitted additional borehole data to demonstrate that rocks
adjacent to the lower coal seam are not saturated, and thus mining
would not impact regional and local ground water resources or the
nearby municipal water supply.

Recommendations for Approval with Conditions

Based upon the technical analysis and revised CHIA compiled by
the Division, all necessary findings can be made to approve this
action with one exception. The public notice requirements of UMC
786.11 have not been met for one portion of the proposed revision
area (Section 26, Township 16 South, Range 7 East). The public
notice (attached) for this action omitted Section 26 entirely. In
addition, the Division erred in its Determination of Completeness
letter and similarly omitted Section 26.

Therefore, in order to meet the requirements of the Utah Program
a condition is included in the revised permit which prohibits
underground mining activities from occurring in Section 2€ within
the Hiawatha coal seam until proper public notice is made by the
applicant and a 30 day comment period has expired.

It is recommended that the revision be approved with conditions.
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PERMITTING CHRONOLOGY

Co-0p Mining Company
Bear Canyon Mine
Hiawatha Seam Revision

June 1, 1987

DOGM receives initial application for the Hiawatha
Seam Revision

DOGM transmits completeness deficiencies and technical
deficiencies to applicant

Co~-0Op submits response to completeness and technical
deficiencies

DOGM transmits completeness and technical deficiencies
still outstanding to Co-0Op

Co-0p responds to 5/9/86 letter

DOGM transmits remaining completeness and technical
deficiency items to Co-Op.

Co-0p requests partial approval of application to
construct surface facilities attendant to the Hiawatha
seam production as an amendment to the currently
approved Bear Canyon Mine.

DOGM issues approval of surface facilities amendment
10/3/86.

Co-Op submits in-mine borehole information to address
DOGM letter of 9/9/86.

DOGM determines the application administratively
complete and advises Co-Op to publish pursuant to UMC
786.11.

Co-0Op completes publication in the Emery County
Progress. Publication dates were April 21, 18, and
May 5 and 12 (Section 26 was omitted inadvertently
from this publication notice).

Division issues revision with condition that publig
notice requirements be fulfilled for Section 26 prior
to any working in that portion of the Hiawatha Seam.




MINE PLAN INFORMATICN

Mine Name: Bear Canyon Mine State ID: ACT/015/025
Gperator: Co-QOp Mining Company County: Emery

Controlled By: Co-Op Mining Company - -

Contact Person(s): Nathan Atwood Position:
Telephone:: (80l1) 748-5538

New/Existing: Existing Mining Method: Room and Pillar

Federal Lease No(s).: None Approved in Permit Area
Legal Description(s):

State Lease No(s).: None
Legal Description(s):

Other Leases (identify): coP Development Fee Simple

Legal Descripticn(s): Township 16 South, Range 7 East, SLEM, SW1/4 Section lai
El/2, E1l/2 NWl/4, E1/2 Swl/4, Section 73; all lana in Section 24 and 25 West of
the NS Trenoing Bear Canyon Fault Line; and, NEl/4 NE1/4, Nwl/4 NEL/4 and N1/2

SWl/4 NE1/4, Section 26, and the access/haul road anc topsoil storage area as
shown on Plate 2-1 of the MRP.

7z

Ownership Data:

Existing Proposed Total Life
Surface Resources (acres) Permit Area Permit Area Of Mine Area

Federal
State
Private
Other
TOTAL

991

Coal GUwnership (acres):

Feaeral
State
Private
Gther
TOTAL

591
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Total

Total Recoverable
Coal Kesource Data Reserves (1981) Reserves (1981)
Federal 0 92,500 tons*
State 0 4
Private 20,035,470 tons 10,016,985 tons
Other o
TOTAL 20,033,502 tons 10,017,001 tons

*See Section UMC 782.15 of Technical Analysis describing mining of unpermitted
and unleased fegeral coal (92,500 tons per Steve Falk, BLM, October 24, 1985).

Recoverable
Reserve Data Name Thickness Cepth

Seam Bear Canyon 10 ft 2C0-1,800 ft

Seam Hiawatha 5 ft 250-1,850 ft
Seam

Seam
Seam
Seam

-

Mine Life: 50 years
Average Annual Proaguction: 3C0,000 tons/year Percent Recovery: 50%
Date Prgjected Annual Rate Reached: Presently
Date Proguction Begins: Currently Producing Date Production Ends: 2030
Reserves Recoverable By: (1) Surface Mining: None

(2)Underground Mining:
Reserves Lost Through Management Decisions: Unknown-
Coal Market: Lump Coal, Steam Coal, Utah and Western United States

Modifications that have been approved: Date:
Reconstruction of Sedimentation Pond A December 5, 1984
Incigental Bounagary Change August 24, 1584
Scalehouse Area Modification Gctober 12, 1983
Topsoil Consolidation August 17, 1983
Truck Loading Conveyor June 11, 1985
Surface Facilities Amendment for Hjawatha Seam October 15, 1986
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