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December 8, 1987

Mr. Melvin A. Coonrod
Permitting & Compliance
Co-Op Mining Company
P.0. Box 1245
Huntington, Utah 84528

Dear Mr. Coonrod: .

Re: Review of Response to Conditional Approval, Addition of New
Ventilation rortal/Escapeway, Co-0p Mining Company, Bear Canyon
Mine, ACT/015/025-87A, Folder #2, Emery County, Utah

Division Reclamation Engineer Pamela Grubaugh-Littig has
reviewed the above-noted response (received November 9, 1987) to the
Division's September 28, 1987 Conditional Approval letter.

The matefials submitted do not satisfy the requirements of the
Division's Conditional Approval letter. Several inconsistencies,

contradictions and deficiencies in the material submitted must be
corrected. These are enumerated as follows:

1. The operations portion of the submittal must address the
necessary safety requirements of UMC 817.14. This should at
least include a chain link fence constructed to prevent public
access with a one-way door from the inside, as well as a sign
posted prohibiting entrance of unauthorized persons.

2. The reclamation portion of the materials submitted fails to
include a backfilling plan with a reclamation cost estimate as
requested. This must be included.

3. Numerous errors and contradictions exist in the narrative
provided. These are enumerated as follows:

page 1-3 The narrative notes Co-Op Mining controls 1,115
acres. The narrative continues and states the Bear Canyon
acreage as 1,700 acres, while Trail Canyon is 215 acres.
Co-Op controls 1,915 acres in total, not 1,115 acres. This
discrepancy must be corrected. It should be noted that
portions of this acreage controlled by Co-0Op Mining Company
are not permitted at present.
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The present tonnage in the new submittal is 30 million tons
versus 20 million tons in the approved PAP. The full
capacity for the mine changed from 200,000 tpy (approved
PAP) to 400,000 tpy (new submittal). These changes should
be noted in a cover letter explanation, rather than
arbitrarily changing numbers in the PAP.

The new submittal states that 5 portals access the reserves
on the property. This is misleading. There are currently
6 openings at the Bear Canyon Mine. However, 5 portals do
not access the reserves. This situation becomes
increasingly confusing in the next page submitted.

(page 3-1) The new submittal stated, "The mine has 5

existing portals (Fan, 2 Intake Portals and a Belt)". This
statement in and of ditself only adds up to 4 portals. This
must be corrected in the PAP.

(page 3-1A) The new submittal describes "One intake portal
1s located in Blind Canyon. The second is located in Bear
Creek Canyon, approximately 1 mile north of the main portal
area". Actually, this statement describes two breakouts
that have since become intake portals. Plate 3-4 submitted
on November 9, 1987 shows the two intake portals: the April
12, 1986 intake at 33,400 cfm and the recent intake at
11,600 cfm (this is the breakout described in my May 21,
1987 Memo to File). The statement on page 3-1A is
confusing and must be corrected.

The next statement in the new submittal on page 3-1A is
also erroneous. This states, "There are two new portals
under construction in the Hiawatha Seam (Belt and Intake)
as shown on Plates 2-2 and 3-4A". Cocnfusion arises because
Plate 2-2 shows the Hiawatha Seam portal was constructed in
1986; it is not now under construction. This statement
must be correctly portrayed.

Adding more confusion to the portal situation, the
presently approved PAP describes 6 openings. Plate 3-4 and
Plate 2-2 (November 9, 1987 submittal) portray 6 openings
also (attached).

Plate 2-2 Hiawatha Belt
Fan
Mine Portal
Hiawatha Intake

Plate 3-4 Intake at 33,400 cfm
Intake at 11,600 cfm
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(page 3-20) The new submittal portrays the Hiawatha seam
construction during the summer of 1987, but is shown as
1986 on the newly submitted Plate 2-2. This inconsistency

must be corrected.

(page 3-116) The new bond submittal incorrectly stated
that the Hiawatha Seam revision was approved in 1987. An
amendment to the PAP was approved October 6, 1986 (copy

attached).

Additionally, the new submittal states that a total
increase of $4,000 was added. This is incorrect as

follows: The entire Hiawatha Seam Revision (approved
October 6, 1986) added $13,639 to the previous bond amount
of $204,703 (1986 dollars). This amount was inflated to
1990 dollars and Co-0Op Mining posted $256,122 on December

29, 1986 (adjusted from $237,545).

The new emergency escapeway/ventilation portal has not yet
been added to the reclamation cost estimate and must be

included in the cost estimate and posted.

Please assure that your response to all deficiencies and

corrections to newly submitted pages, as noted in this deficiency

letter, reaches the Division no later than January 8, 1988.

Please

feel free to contact me or Pamela Grubaugh-Littig if you should have

any guestions concerning this.

Sincerely,

John J. Whitehead
Permit Supervisor/
Reclamation Hydrologist

djh
cc: P. Grubaugh-Littig
H. Sandbeck
W. Hedberg
0800R/31-33




