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In Reply Refer To:

FIB t)5

The Of  f  i ce  o f  Sur f  ace Min ing Rec lamat ion and Enf  orcement  (  OSl4)
has completed an in i t ia l  rev iew of  Co-Op Min ing Company 's  permi t
appl icat ion package (PAP) for extend. ing underground mining
operat ions a t  the Bear  Canyon mine j -n to  Federa l  lease U-O 24316 .
We offer the fol lowing comments for your considerat ion and
ac t i on .

Af ter  approva l  o f  the app l ica t ion by  the Div is ion o f  Oi l ,  Gas and
Mining (DOGM) ,  the reclamation bond wi l ]  need to be changed to be
payab le  to  bo th  the  S ta te  and  the  Un i ted ' s ta tes  O f f i ce  o f  Su r face
Min ing Rec lamat ion and Enforcement .  A copy o f  the bond should  be
forwarded by Utah DOGM to OSM.

The Bear Canyon mine is in the Upper Colorado River Basin and may
af fec t  endangered f ishes in  the r iver .  Therefore ,  OSM is
requ i red to  consu l t  r^ r i th  the U.S.  F ish and Wi ld1 i fe  Serv ice under
the Endangered Specj-es Act before the mining plan can be
approved. Before OSM may begin consultat ion, Co-Op must provide
an est imate of  the average annual deplet ion of  surface f low
(acre- feet )  that  w i l l  resu l t  f rom a l l  operat ions a t  the Bear
Canyon  m ine  ( i . e . ,  ope ra t i ons  on  non -Federa l  and  Federa l  l ands ) .

Upon rece ip t ,  p lease forward a  copy o f  the proof  o f  pub l ica t ion
of  the newspaper  adver t isement .

Under the cooperat ive agreement,  Utah DoGI{ wi l l  prepare, in
cooperat ion wi th  OSMr dr l  env i ronmenta l  assessment  (EA)  for  the
p roposed  ac t i on .  FederaL  l ease  U-0243L6  was  i ssued  i n  L958 ,  t hus
the EA should  address the env i ronmenta l  cons iderat ions o f  sect ion
522 (a)  ( : )  o f  the Sur face Min ing Cont ro l  and Rec lamat ion Act
(SMCRA) of L977 in accordance with the latest EA format and
guidance document  (enc losed)  .  p lease forward a t  your  ear l ies t
convenience a  dra f t  o f  the EA for  our  rev iew.

, a\v,
il'*Io'+t$

United States Department of the Interior
OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING

RECLAMATION AND ENFORCEMENT
BROOKS TOWERS
IO2O I5TH STREET

DENVER, COLORADO 80202

January  3L ,  1990

Dr .  D i -anne Nie lson
Utah Div is ion o f  Oi I ,  Gas and Min ing
355  W.N .  Temp1e
3  T r iad  Cen te r ,  Su i te  350
Sa I t  Lake  C i t y ,  U tah  84180

Dear  Dr .  N ie l son :


