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INSPECTION REPORT

INSPECTION DATE & TIME3 9s0O Al [ ,  L7 Decenber 1991 to
11 :00  A ld ,  19  December  1991

Permittee and/or Operatorrs Name: Co-Op Mininq Company
Business Address: Post Off ice Box 1245, Hunt ington, Utah 84528
Mine Name: Bear Canyon Permit  Number:  ACT/015/025
Type of Mining Activity: Underground_.1[_ Surf ace Other
County: Emery State:  Utah
Company Off  ic ia l(s)  :  Ch"r leE Revnolds (MEC/Co-Op)
State Off ic ia ls(s) :  f lugh Klein (DOGMI
Federa l  Of f ic ia l  (s )  :
Part ia l : -  Complete X Date of  last  Inspect ion: 27 November 1991
Weather Condit ions:overcast,  cold (-3o to OoCl;  intermit tent snow
Acreage: Permitted!0_60. Disturbedl€ Regraded_ Seeded Bonded :L!i-
Enforcement Action: NOV #9L-4O-Z-}

COUPIJIAIICE WITtt PERIIITS elID PERtr'ORUAIICE STANDARDS

1. PERMITS
2. SIGNS AND MARKERS
3.  TOPSOIL
4. HYDROLOGIC BALANCE:

a. STREAM CHANNEL DIVERSIONS
b. DIVERSTONS
c. SEDIMENT PONDS AND IMPOTJNDMENTS
d. OTHER SEDIMENT CONTROL MEASTJRES
e. SURFACE AND GROT]NDWATER MONITORING
f. EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS

5. EXPLOSIVES
6, DTSPOSAL OF DEVELOPMENT WASTE & SPOIL
7. COAL PROCESSING WASTE
8. NONCOAL WASTE
9. PROTECTION OF FISH. WILDLIFE AND

RELATED ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES
1-0. SLIDES AND OTHER DA}4AGE
11. CONTEMPORANEOUS RECLAMATION
12. BACKFTLLTNG AND GRADTNG
1,3 . REVEGETATION
]-4. SUBSIDENCE CONTROL
1,5. CESSATION OF OPERATIONS
16.  ROADS

a. CONSTRUCTION
b. DRAINAGE CONTROLS
c. STJRFACTNG
d. MAINTENANCE

]-7. OTHER TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES
1-8. SUPPORT FACILITIES
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PERMTT NUIIIBER: ACT/ 015 / 02 5
DATE OF INSPECTfONz L7 Decenber to 19 December 1991

(Comments are Numbered to Correspond with Topics Listed Abovel

General Comments

The field aspect of this inspection was preceded by an
office review of the PAP. In addition, comments were gathered
from other permitting staff members regarding the Bear Canyon PAP
and/or on-site issues. Also included in this was my own review
of the latest Bear Canyon PAP Hydrology section and coordinated
oversight (with Tom Munson) of the undergrround drilting progfram.

At the outset of the field portion of the inspection,
the mine records were checked.. The availabil i ty and organization
of the records was not what is required. This was soon remedied,
however, as this has been the subject of some on-goinq concern,
the need for better availabif ity and organization was discussed
with Charles Reynolds. He fufly understood the nature of these
concerns and conmunicated to me that he had only recently assumed
responsibil i ty for keeping the records. He also added that he
would have everything under control in the near future.

Credentials were offered to Mr. Reynolds for
inspection, however, he declined the opportunity.

What follows are the results of the inspection with
comments in bold that relate to LSCI issues.

1I
The permit had been reviewed in the office and found to

be in order. Waiver letters for all dwell ings on the Bear Canyon
Permit Area had been included in the pAp.

AL
Mine entry signs were observed to be prominently

displayed with all the requisite information. An AVS check had
previously been conducted by the undersigned during the August
partial inspection with Henry Sauer.

1L
At the time of inspection, the topsoit storagre pile

near the scale house was observed to be in good order. The
baseball f ield topsoil stockpile was also checked and found to be
covered with grass. Given the season, much of the grass was
brown. This should be expected. For the most part, the ground
was f rozen.
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4a )
Many reaches of Bear Creek were frozen. The Bear Creek

diversion was inspected and observed to be functioning properly.
Energy dissipators had been posit ioned in regard to eoncernE
about the mine water diseharge. Recently however, the
orientation of the nine water discharge has been changed making
the need for the energy diEsipators minimal. They have remained
in place for the time beingr.

4b l
All diversions were inspected. The culvert just inside

of the entry gate in front of the mine superintendent t s house was
found to be clogged. Enforcement action was taken
(Nov #g]--+o-z-l-). Because the culvert was not on the reguired
map, additional enforcement action was also necessary
(Nov #9L-4o-2-2) .  r t  is bel ieved that the culvert  is c-13u.

Two culverts had recently been approved (C-8D and
C-9D) .  Instal lat ion of  C-gD had been completed, but C-8D has not
been installed because the materials have not yet arrived.

Drainage on the road
associated ditches wag observed
objects obstructing diversions.

4c )
Sediment Pond A appeared to be in good order with a

frozen water surface. The level of this was estimated to be five
to six feet below the sediment cleanout level. Sediment Pond B
was also in good condition with only minimal water impounded.
For information regarding the third quarter pond surveys, the
reader is directed to the section on Surface and Groundwater
Monitor ing (4e) .  

_

4d )
SiIt fences were inspected and found to be in good

condition with no repair or replacement required. The silt fenee
below the sediment pond diversions that had been noted in the
laEt complete inspection had been removed as reguired in the last
complete inspection report.

4e )
Third quarter water monitoring had been reviewed in

November and found to be out of compliance. At that t ime,
enforcement action was taken (NOV #9L-40-l--1) . The

to the lamp house along with the
to be in good order with no

, '
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aforementioned NOV was tied to an October inspection. Pond
surveys were also reviewed at that time with no problems found.

During the course of the inspection and dri l l ing
observations, a number of groundwater related items were checked.
Sump SBC-9 was inspected along with the r'.rater line transporting
water to the UPDES discharge point OO4 in Bear Creek. Just
inside the fan portal  th is l ine has a total iz ing f low meter.  The
meter was instal led on L3 Apri l  l -991. The ini t ia l  reading at the
t ime of  ins ta l la t ion was about  ZL,OO0TOOO gal lons.  At
approxinately noon on L7 December LggL, the meter read 36t91-8r000
qallons. The last groundwater item to be noted is the water
flowing out of the fault at the rock tunnel. This is located
between the East Bleeder and the Second East Panel. This area may
be pi f lared in the near future. I f  th is area is pi l lared, then
rnonitoring this point would be impossibte. However, if the area
js not to he pi77ared, then a water monitoring point should be
estahlished at this Tocation as soon as possible with reporting
trequency and parameters to be decided upon.

4 f )
During review of the third quarter water monitoring

records, it was discovered that the operator had failed to
enclose the Dl',IRrs. Harry Campbell of the State Division of Water
Quality was contacted regarding this. He conmunicated that the
sediment ponds had no discharge during the third quarter, but
that the Dl{R for point 004 had been incomplete. Mr. Campbe}I
went on to say that he had requested this information be
resubmitted, but as of the date of our conversation
(3 December 1991-) , nothing had been received. No further
information is known at present.

Sediment storage was obEerved to be neat, orderly and
accordance with the URp.

qL

in

sL
Noncoal waste (rockdust bags)

controlled manner on the upper storage
noncoal waste disposal is not contained
method, the operator was instructed to
approved in the MRP. It was suggested
i f  necessary.

were being burned in a
pad. As this method of

in the MRP as an approved
follow the methods
that the plan be revised
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14 )
Subsidence surveys are done annually and are not yet

due to the Divis ion. The report  is being f inal ized. As a
courtesy, the operator did present some of the data for review
upon request. This is noted because it had to be FAXtd to the
mine.

L6b )
Road drainage had been

sunmer. This has been rectif ied
C-8D, which was discussed above.

18 )
The berm around the oil tanks remains in good order. A

splash pad was constructed during the summer and prevents spilled
fuels from draining onto the adjacent bare ground.

Additional Comments
At the time of the closeout, Charles Reynolds was

informed of ongoing maintenance commitments, information pending
submission to the Division, required NOV abatement dates, and
pending NoVfs.  NoV #gL-Ao-Z-z was wri t ten and served before
completion of the closeout.

copy of this Report:
t'ta i Led to : Bernie Freeman ( Ogl.tl

Wendel,l Onen (Co-Op)
Given to: iloe Helf rich (DOGt't

Pam Grubaugh-Littig (DOGU)

Inspectorts Signature & Number:
Date:

the subject of an NOV during the
except for the installation of


