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DIVISION OF OIL, GAS AND MINING
355 West Norlh Temple
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801 -538-5340
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Michael O. Leayitt
Governor

Ted Stewart
Executive Director

James W. Carter
Division Director

August  17 ,  1  993

Mr.  Wendel l  Owen
Co-Op Mining Company
P.O. Box 1245
Huntington, Utah 84528

Dear Mr.  Owen:

Re: Obiection to Tank Seam, Castle Val lev Special Service Distr ict,  Bear Canvon
Mine.  Co-Op Minino Companv,  ACT/O15/025-938,  Folder  #2.  Emery
Countv. Utah

Enclosed please f ind a copy of the Objection by Castle Val ley special Service
Distr ict in the Matter of the Tank Seam Signif icant Revision.
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At torneys for  Cast le  VaI Iey
Specia l  Serv ice Dist r ic t
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In the Matter of the
Appl icat ion of  Co-op
Company, Bear Canyon
Emery County, Utah,
Acr /0 L5 /  o25

Tank Seam
Mining
Mine ,

Objec t ion  o f  Cas t le  Va l ley
Spec ia l  Serv ice  D is t r i c t
to  Co-Op 's  App l i ca t ion  to
Extend Mining into Tank
Seam

Cast le  Va l ley  Spec ia l  Serv ice  D is t r i c t  (  "Cas t le  Va I Iey t ' )  ,  by

and through i ts counsel ,  Appel & Mattsson, hereby subrnits this

Object ion to Co-Op,s Appl icat ion to Extend Min ing in to the Tank

Seam, Iocated above the ex is t ing seam wi th in the ex is t ing permi t

a rea  o f  the  Bear  Canyon  Mine  (ACT/OL5/O25) .

The grounds for  the object ion are as fo l lows:

1.  Cast le  Val ley is  a local  government  ent i ty  that  prov ides

cu l ina ry  wa te r  to  Hun t ing ton ,  C leve land  and  E Imo,  U tah .  Cas t1e

VaI Iey  p rov ides  wa te r  fo r  1 ,050  connec t ions  (  wh ich  inc ludes  a t

Ieast  2650 persons )  f  rom spr ings located in  the prox i rn i ty  of  Co-

Op 's  m in ing  opera t ions  ,  i nc lud ing  B ig  Bear  Canyon  Spr ings  -

2 .  A  rna jo r  po r t ion  o f  Hun t ing ton  C i t y ' s  cu l ina ry  wa te r  supp ly



i s  d i ve r ted  f rom B ig  Bear  Canyon  Spr ings ,  wh ich  i s  i n  the  a rea  o f

C o - o p ' s  m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .

3 . Cast le  Va I Iey  i s  concerned  tha t  Co-Op has  no t  taken

adequa te  measures  to  p ro tec t  Cas t1e  Va1 ley ' s  waLer  sources  e i the r

in  i t s  p resen t  m in ing  a reas  o r  i n  i t s  p roposed  min ing  a rea  w i th in

the  Tank  Seam.  Cas t le  Va l ley  i s  pa r t i cu la r l y  concerned  abou t  the

con t inu ing  in teg r i t y  o f  i t s  wa te r  sources  g iven  Co-Op 's  pas t

p rob lems in  th i s  regard .  The  fo l l ow ing  a re  i l l us t ra t ions  o f  Cas t le

V a I l e y ' s  c o n c e r n s  :

a .  Co-Op 's  pas t  m in ing  opera t . i ons  have  con tamina ted

B ig  Bear  Canyon  Spr ings  and  the  aqu i fe rs  feed ing  the

spr  ings  .

b .  Co-Op,  s  pas t  rn in ing  opera t ions  have  adverse  l y

and permanently impact.ed the level of f  low of Biq Bear

Canyon Spr ings .  The f  lows have s ign i  f  icant ly  d i rn in ished

as  a  resu l t  o f  Co-Op 's  m in ing  opera t ions  and  have  no t

recovered and/or recharged even after the most recent

r rwetr r  water  year

c.  Over  the years,  Co-Op has been c i ted by the DOGM

for  fa i l i ng  to  adequa te ly  p ro tec t  the  hydro log ic

resources  in  the  p rox im i ty  o f  i t s  m in ing  opera t ions .

4  .  Cas t le  Va l ley  i s  concerned  tha t  Co-Op 's  p roposed

expans ion  o f  i t s  m in ing  opera t ions  in to  the  Tank  Seam w i l t  have  an

adverse  impac l  upon  B ig  Bear  Canyon  Spr ings  and  the  aqu i fe rs

f e e d i n g  t h e  s p r i n g s .

5 .  C a s t l e  V a I l e y  b e l i e v e s  C o - O p ' s  p r o p o s e d  e x p a n s i o n  m a y  h a r m



t he  ves ted  wa te r  r i gh ts  o f  Cas t le  Va I Iey  and  wa te r  users  whose

p o i n t s  o f  d i v e r s i o n  a r e  l o c a t e d  b e l o w  C o - O p ' s  p r o p o s e d  o p e r a t i o n s "

These  wa te r  sources  inc lud ing  B ig  Bear  Canyon  Spr ings ,  rep resen t .

c r i t i ca l  and  i r rep laceab le  sources  o f  wa te r  fo r  severa l  ad j  acen t

towns and conmuni t ies.

WHEREFORE,  Cas t le  Va l ley ,  reques ts  tha t  Co-Op 's

expand in to the Tank Seam be re jected and that  i t

pa r t i c ipa te  in  a  hear ing  on  the  mat te r .

Cas t le  Va l ley  fu r the r  reques ts  tha t  i t  be  kep t

cu r ren t  o r  p roposed  Co-Op min ing  opera t ions  tha t

qua l i t y  and /o r  quan t i t y  o f  i t s  wa te r  sources .

DATED this -t?-I" day of August t  rss3 .

J e f f r e y  W .  A p p e l
Michele l ' la t tsson
At to rneys  fo r  Cas t1e  Va l IeY

App l  i ca t ion
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