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F i  I e

Susan M.  Whi te ,  Sen ior  Rec lamat ion B i olosi=tfr/f
Tank Seam Road.  Co-Op Min ing Com'pany,  Bear  Canyon Mine,
ACT /  0L5 /  o25 . ,  Fo1der  #2 .  t  Emerv Countv,  Utah

SYNOPS I S

Co-Op Mining Company is proposing to open a portal  at  the
Tank Seam which wi l - I  require construct ion of  a road which is
approximately 3000 feet in length. The average slope the road
w i l l  t r ave rse  i s  35  deg rees .

AIIALYS I S

In my ini t ia l -  review of the proposed Tank Seam Road and
portal  area (memo dated . fu ly 27 ,  L993) ,  I  expressed concern with
the s tab i l i ty  o f  the cuL and f i l l  s lopes ,  TecLaimed s lopes and
the subsequent revegetat ion of  these areas. The operator
responded with a Geot,echnical  Report  which stated that given
cer ta in  cond i t ions,  the s tab i l i ty  would  be s imi l -ar  to  the
undis turbed area.  Stab i t i ty  o f  the rec la imed road and por ta l
would  requ i re  compact ion o f  the f i l l  mater ia l -  in  e ight - inch l i f ts
and a f  ive -  inch part , ic le s ize l imit  .  This requirement f  or
compact ion is  cont rary  to  topso i l  adhes ion and wi l l  inh ib i t  p lant
root penetrat  ion .  Addit  ional ly,  surf  ace roughness f  or wat.er
holding and erosion control  is unattainabl-e because of t ,he
compact ion requirement.  The operator has addressed the mass
s tab i l i t y  o f  t he  s lopes ,  bu t  f a i l s  t o  d i scuss  r i pp ing
commitments,  topsoi l ing, surf  ace roughness, and other condit , ions
spec i f ic  to  the Tank Seam in  re la t ion to  sur face s tab i l i ty .

This appl icat ion for permit  change is at  the technologic
l im i t  f o r  success fu l -  revege ta t i on  as  requ i red  by  R645-301- -350 .
In  my pro fess iona l  op in ion which inc l -udes t4  years  o f  pract ica l
exper ience,  f  cannot  make a  f ind ing in  accordance wi th  R645-300-
133.710.  The operator  has not  demonst ra t ,ed that  rec lamat ion as
required by the State Program can be accompl ished according to
informat ion given in the appl icat ion for permit ,  change. In
acco rdance  w i t h  R645 -300 -131 .200 ,  t he  bu rden  o f  es tab l i sh i ng
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