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SYNOPSTS

The permi t tee has responded ( rece ived December  3 ,  1-993)  to
the Div is ion 's  den ia1 o f  the in i t ia l  p roposa l  to  const ruc t  an
access road and por ta l  fac i l i ty  in  order  to  mine the Tank Seam.

The Tank Seam proposal , as submit,t,ed, is recommended for
den ia l  as  p rov ided  under  R545-300-131 .100 .  The  pe rm i t t ee  has  no t
adequately demonstrated compl iance with the Utah Coal Mining
Rules .

The forthcoming analysis at ,Lempts to i l l ,uminat,e the pr imary
reasons for  th is  wr i te r 's  recommendat ion o f  den ia l .  Minor  issues
were noted during the review but were not deemed pertinent at
this j  uncture .

AI{ALYSIS

R545-301-242 .  So i l  Red is t r i bu t i on  &  R545-3  AL-244 .  So i l
S tab i l i za t ion

The permittee has not, adequately demonstrate that,
redistr ibut ion and prot,ect ion of  the soi ls resource on the
regraded surfaces is feasible.  The geotechnical  report  by Dames
and Moore with regards to the surface stabi l i t ,y of  the
constructed road f i l - ls states the fol- lowing "  During thunder
storms or other wet per iods smal- I  local ized minor s l ides and
sloughs shoul-d be ant ic ipated along the slopes "  .  Topsoi l
s l ides,  s loughs and sur f  ace eros ion woul -d  I ike ly  be s imi l -ar  to
that, described above and/or of greater magnitude with uncompacted
topso i l  p laced on const ruc ted rec lamat ion f i l l s .  The proposed
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topso i l  red is t r ibut ion p lan does
these sect ions of  the Utah Coal_
553 .23O,  R645 -301 - -535  e t .  seq .

not meet the requirements
Mining Rul-es and R54 5 -  3 01- -

o f

The proposed topso i l  s tockp i l -e  des ign (  P la te  I  -  5  )  dep ic ts
1H: l -V s ide s lopes.  The s tockp i le  des ign does not  meet  the
requ i rements  o f  the th is  sect ion o f  the Utah Coal  Min ing Ru1es.

R645-301-537 .  Regraded  S lopes

According to the soi l  survey informat ion provided by the
permi t tee (P la te  8-1 ,  Appendix  B-B)  t f re  fo l_ lowing pro f i le
condi t ions ex is ts  w i th in  the excavated por t ion o f  the proposed
access road and the Tank Seam portal  pad.

1) Approximately 3 acres of  disturbance wi l - l -  be created.

2)  Approx imate ly  0 .8  acres o f  the proposed d is turbance is
wit .h in the Travessi l -1a-Rock Out,crop-Strych Complex (TR) .

i  )  Sevent,y f  ive percent of  th is map uni t ,  is composed of
ta lus ,  rock outcrop or  sha l low so i ls  (  i  .  e  .  Traves i l l -a  very
bouldery f ine sandy l -oam, 14 inches deep) over bedrock.

i i )  F i f teen percent  o f  th is  map un i t  i s  composed o f  deep
so i l s  ( i . e .  S t r ych  ve ry  bou lde ry  foam,  60  i nches  deep)  o f  wh ich
10 Z (by  vo l -ume)  o f  the pro f i le  is  composed o f  par t ic l -es  greater
than 3  inches in  d iamet ,er  (  i  .  e  .  cobb le  s ize  or  greater )  .

3 )  Approximately 2 .2 acres of  the proposed disturbance is
within the Podo-Dat ino-Rock Outcrop Complex (pDR) .

i )  F i f ty  f ive  percent ,  o f  th is  map un i t  i s  composed o f  rock
ou tc rop  o r  sha1 low so i l  ( i . e .  Podo  ve ry  s tony  f i ne  sandy  l oam,  L2
inches deep)  .

i i )  Th i r ty  f ive  percent  o f  th is  map un i t  i s  composed o f  deep
soi ls ( i  .  e .  Dat ino very stony f  ine sandy l -oam, rock outcrop is
present  be low 60 inches)  o f  wh ich zG t  (by  vo l_ume)  o f  the pro f i le
is composed of part  ic l -es great,er than 3 j -nches in diameter .

The permi t tee '  s  proposa l  inc1udes des igns to  p lace the
major i ty  o f  the excavated mater ia l  in to  const ruc ted f i l l s  dur ing
operat ions and a t  the t ime of  f ina l -  rec lamat ion.  As s ta ted in
the conclusion and recommendat ion sect ion of  the geotechnical
report  (s lope stabi l i ty analysis) by Dames and Moore (September
t6  ,  1993 )  ,  r rThe f  i l t  mater ia l  shou ld  be compacted in  l - i f  t  s  not
exceeding 8- inches in  depth  and a l l  rock  f ragments  cobb le  s ize
and larger (  i  .  e .  3 inches diameter or greater)  should be removed
f rom the f  i l - l -  "  .  The maj or i ty of  the mater ial-  excavated dur ing
the construct ion of  the road wi l l  be greater than three inches in
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diameter  and wi l l  no t  meet  the max imum s ize cr i te r ia  for  f i l l
mater ia l -  .  Therefore ,  excess spo i l  w i l -1  be created,  f  o r  wh ich
there is current ly no plan to address the requirements of  R645-
301 -528 .  310  Excess  Spo i l  and  i nsu f f i c i en t  quan t i t i e s  o f  su i t ab le
ma te r i a1  ( i . e .  pa r t i c l e  s i ze
the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  s tab le  f  i l l _s .

R645 -301-553 .  Backf i l l ing  and Grad ing

The proposed post -min ing topography map (P la te  3-2E)  dep ic ts
topographic feature which current ly exist .  Numerous port ions of
the recl-aimed surface as depicted on Plat ,e 3-28 would be nearly
vert ical-  .  Sect, ions of  the proposed post mining topography are
equal to or steeper than the const,ructed road f  i l - l -s.  The
proposed post mining topography does not meet the requirements of
th is  sect ion o f  the Utah Coal -  Min ing Rules.

RECOMMEIIDATION

The Tank Seam proposal ,  as submit ted,  is  recommended for
d e n i a l -  a s  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  R 6 4 5 - 3 0 0 - 1 - 3 1 . 1 0 0 .  T h e  p e r m i L t e e  h a s  n o t
adequate ly  demonstrated compl iance wi th the Utah Coal-  Min ing
Ru les  .

CC:  . Jesse  Ke1 ly ,  DOGM
Tom Munson, DOGM
Susan Whi te,  DOGM


