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Re: Comments on Application for Minipgi-ttG*Tan-hseern-.in Federal Lease v-0243L5,
Co-op Mining, Bear Canyon vtj:ne{ ltcT / ots / ois . 
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Dear Pam:

We have reviewed the Mining and Reclamation Plan (M&RP) for Co-op's proposed
expansion into federal  lease U-024316, which l ies wi th in the Mant i -La Sal
Nat,ional Forest. We understand that Co-op plans Eo access the Tank seam in this
lease from their current und.erground workingrs, and that no surface disturbance,
except for exploratory dri lI ing, is anticipated. We have the following specific
comments on the M&RP:

Page 1-8,  f i rst  paragraph. I f  subsidence should af fect  water f low, under
Forest  Service st ipulat ion 15, the company wi l l  a lso be required to replace
the water at the source to maintain the local ecosystem. The operator must
make this commitment in the M&Rp.

Page 2-2,  Table 2-L,  I tem B. The Bureau of  Land Management also
administers oil and gas leases on the forest.

Sect ion 3.4 Operat ion.  A c learer discussion of  the mining plans in the
f ed.eral lease is need.ed. The extension into section 13 calls f or a
protection zone for the CastlegaEe outcrop and Bear Creek. Map 3-4C shows
a development panel with pil lars to be 1eft. We need to know if the
pi l lars wi l l  prevent subsidence of  the Cast legate escarpment,  and i f  the
ant ic ipated area of  inf luence from the angle-of-draw wit l  include the
escarpments or Bear Creek" A pi l1ar stabi l i ty  analysis and just i f icaLion
for the angle-of-draw used to determj.ne the buffer is needed. The BLM must
also provide concurrence that the pil lar sizes are adequate. The
environmental assessment (EA) prepared for this lease assumed no escarpment
failure, so the escarpments must, be protected or an environmental analysis
wil l have to be conduct,ed to evaluate impacts associated with escarpment
fa i lu re .
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Page 3-42, th i rd paragraph. In addi t ion to sEate and federal  regulat ions
that require water replacement, the Forest Service stipulation 1,5 wil l
require water replacement in quality and quantity to maintain t,he ecosystem
at the source. Also, under item c in this paragraph, the reference to
artesian condi t ions not being present is incorrect .  The PHC states that
each of the tongues of the Star Point sandstone are under varying degrees
of  p ressure .

Page 3-43, f i rst  paragraph. In addi t ion Uo needing Forest  Service approval
to replace water on this federal lease, approval would also be reguired to
develop a replacement source on the foresE, if one is needed.

Page 3C-5, and Plate 3-3.  The subsidence monitor ing plan for the federal
lease area needs to have more points added. In order for the Forest
Service to consent to lease relinquishmenE, the operator must demonstrate
that subsidence is complete.  The current conf igurat ion is not suf f ic ient
to provide this information.

Chapter ' l  
, general. Discussion on the hydraulic function of the Bear

Canyon fault and the sympathetic faults to the west is needed. Since the
company has encountered sympathetic faults in the current workings,
informat ion on whether the faul ts are dry,  etc.  needs to be included.

P a g e  7 - 2 4 ,  s e c t i o n  7 . L . 4 . 2 .  I n - m i n e  w e l l s  a r e  n e e d e d  i n  t h e  n e w  l e a s e  a r e a
to evaluate ground water f low direct ion,  s ince some of the exist ing wel1s
have been rendered inaccessible.

Page 7-25 ,  sec t ion  7 . l - .5 .  The s ta tement  tha t  "over ly ing  fo rmat ions  are
unsaturated" would be better stated as overlying formations are noE
uniformly saturated, since there are areas where saturated perched zones
occur .

Page 7 -27, f  i rst  paragraph. A d.escr ipt ion of  the s ize of  buf  f  er  and how i t
was determined is needed. Co-op must provide an adequate barrj-er to ensure
protect ion of  Bear Creek.

Page 7 -33, Table 7 .L-8 . The table does not include monitoring any springs
in the federal lease area that have been identif ied. They need Eo be added
to the monit,oring schedule. The footnote number 5 is unanchored, it is
unclear what i t  appl ies to.

Page 7-50, second paragraph. Discussions in the PHC indicate that  the Star
Point sandstone has 1ow transmissivit ies, and may not have the capabil ity
of yielding the amounts of water f lowing from Big Bear spring. An
explanation of where the Star Point is receiving regional recharge is
needed.

Attachment to Appendix 7-J, page 2-L3, fourth paragraph. Reference to the
elevation of springs in the federal lease with respect to the Tank seam are
needed, along with the formation where the springs occur.


