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DIVISION CF OIL, GAS & MINING
Ms. Mary Ann Wright
Associate Director of Mining

Utah Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining %M"@}/ C\/g&b&
1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210 e %f
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-5801 ’

RE: Determination of Administrative Completeness for Wi orse R1d ignificant ™
Revision), Co-Op Mining Company, Bear Canyon Mine, ACT/015/025-SR98-1, File #2,

Emery County, Utah

Dear Ms. Wright:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed the Determination of Administrative
Completeness for Wild Horse Ridge (Significant Revision), Co-Op Mining Company, Bear
Canyon Mine, ACT/015/025-SR98-1, File #2, Emery County, Utah. The proposed action will
include the installation of a conveyor system and construction of a supporting road and shop
facility at the terminus of the conveyor system. The terminus of the conveyor system and shop
facility will be located approximately 1/4 mile from a known raptor nest.

We are providing the following comments to assist you in the revision of your proposed action:

We appreciate your past efforts at surveying and monitoring raptors and other wildlife. We
recommend continuing your monitoring program before, during, and after all phases of proposed
activities. Such monitoring provides valuable information for assessing impacts to wildlife from
human disturbances related to mining activities and provides a means of evaluating the success
and appropriateness of mitigation efforts.

We recommend the following procedures to help mitigate or avoid disturbance to the raptor nest
identified near the proposed project.

We recommend performing construction of the road, conveyor belt, and associated
facilities outside of raptor breeding and nesting periods. For further assistance with
raptor mitigation efforts, we recommend use of the Utah Field Office Guidelines for
Raptor Protection from Human and Land Use Disturbances which were developed in
part to provide consistent application of raptor protection measures statewide and provide




full compliance with environmental laws regarding raptor protection. A copy can be
obtained from the Utah Field Office at Lincoln Plaza, 145 East 1300 South, Suite 404,
Salt Lake City, UT 84115. Raptor surveys and mitigation measures are provided in the
Raptor Guidelines as recommendations to ensure that proposed projects will avoid
adverse impacts to raptors.

To mitigate potential loss of the raptor nest, the Service recommends constructing 2 or 3
nearby alternate nests. These alternate nests should be located approximately /2 mile
away from human disturbance areas. We recommend that you contact the Utah Division
of Wildlife Resources for appropriate structure and placement of nests.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. If we can be of further assistance, please
contact Scott Gamo, Fish and Wildlife Biologist, of this office at (801) 524-5001 ext 134.

Sincerely,

OAMNESAD

-4+ Reed E. Harris
Utah Field Supervisor

cc: DWR-Price




