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Natural Resources
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Inspector: Jerriann Ernstsen, Environmental Scientist ||

e Weather: Sunn
Division of SUan
InspectioniD Report Number: 386
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g Accepted by: pgrubaug
10/29/2004
ROBERTL. MORGAN
Executive Director Permitee: CO-OP MINING CO
LOWELL P. BRAXTON Operator: CO-OP MINING CO

Division Director

Site: BEAR CANYON MINE
Address: PO BOX 1245, HUNTINGTON UT 84528
County: EMERY
Permit Type: PERMANENT COAL PROGRAM
Permit Status: ACTIVE

Current Acreages Mineral Ownership Types of Operations
3,336.18] Total Permitted Federal Underground
36.64| Total Disturbed [] state L] surface
Phase | [J county L] Loadout
Phase |l Fee [J Processing
Phase lll L] other [J Reprocessing

Report summary and status for pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Division Orders, and amendments:

Evaiuation of changing two reference areas in Trail Canyon to the proposed shower house and riparian reference
areas.

Inspector's Signature Date Thursday, September 02, 2004

Jerriann Ernstsen, Environmental Scientist Il
Inspector ID Number: 52

Note: This inspection report does not constitute an affidavit of compliance with the regulatory program of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining. l Lﬁ ’ ’
®
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REVIEW OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

1. Substantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.
a. For COMPLETE inspections provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not
appropriate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable.
b. For PARTIAL inspections check only the elements evaluated.
2. Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
3. Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performace standard listed below.
4. Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

Evaluated Not Applicable Comment Enforcement

1. Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

nn

2. Signs and Markers

3. Topsoil

4.a Hydrologic Balance: Diversions

4.b Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

4.c Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

4.d Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring

4.e Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations

5. Explosives

Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches

Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, Impoundments

6
7
8. Noncoal Waste
9

Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

10. Slides and Other Damage

11. Contemporaneous Reclamation

12. Backfiling And Grading

13. Revegetation

14. Subsidence Control

15. Cessation of Operations

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing

16.b Roads: Drainage Controls

17. Other Transportation Facilities

18. Support Facilities, Utility Installations
19. AVS Check
20. Air Quality Permit

21. Bonding and Insurance

22. Other
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3. Topsoil

The topsoil pile below the conveyor system is just as weedy as in the fall 2003. The
Permittee collected and seeded Canyon Sweet Vetch on this pile, but | did not see
any starts. The topsoil pile near the new mine portal was hydroseeded fall 2003.
Stabilization seems to come from compaction of the soil and the hydromulch. There
is no mentionable vegetation cover.

10. Slides and Other Damage

The mine-related slide that happened in the spring of 2004 did not reach or come
close to the proposed riparian reference area.

13. Revegetation

The Permittee is worried that they cannot provide protection for reference areas in
Trail Canyon. | did not visit Trail Canyon, but the Permittee mentioned that the
residences have impacted, at least, the riparian reference area. The goal of the trip
was to evaluate the appropriateness of using shower house and the riparian
reference areas for associated disturbed areas. The proposed reference areas are in
good condition and seem very applicable for the associated disturbed areas. Final
decision will be based on a comparison review between vegetation survey results of
the Trail Canyon and the proposed reference areas.

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing

The road berm nearest the new mine portal was hydroseeded fall 2003.
Construction operations reimpacted the seeded berm. The Permittee repaired
impacted portions of the berm with excelsior matting. Stabilization seems to come
from compaction of the soil and the hydromulch in the hydroseeded areas. There is
no mentionable vegetation cover in the hydroseeded or matted areas.




