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From: Mark Reynolds <mreynolds@etv.net>
To: Pam Grubaugh-Littig <pamgrubaughlittig@utah.gov>, <waynewestern@utah.gov>
Date: 8/30/2005 10:29:47 AM
Subject: #3 Mine Escarpment

<cid:part1.04090209.01030801@etv.net>
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CO-OP MI NING COMPANY
P.O. Box 1245
Huntington, Utah 84528

Office (435) 687-2450
FAX (435) 687-2084

August 15, 2005
C oal  Program
Utah D ivi sion of Oi l, Gas  & Mining
1594 West N orth  T emple, Suit e 1210
P.O.  Box 145801
Salt Lake C ity, U tah 84114-5801

T o Who m It May C oncern,

Re: Appli c ation to Change  existing M ining Plan, 3 Mine  Escarpment Failu re  Ame ndment,
Bear Canyon  M ine ,  ACT /015/025, Task I D #2268 

Attac hed is a document outlining  our response to the technic al defi ciencies outlined in the
letter dated July 27, 2005 as w el l as the documents  changed in responding to the defici enci es.

T hank You,

Mark R eynolds
     

Enclosure(s)
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Response the Technical Deficiencies for Task ID #2268

T here as  been some confusion  by the submittal  of tw o  escarpment failu re amendments.
T hi s w as  add ed to  by a mistake made  by the Permittee.  We had  ori ginally planned  on pullin g
pillars i n the #4 Min e (above Bear C reek) first so had started on that amendment  (the second one
received  by the D ivision).  Pl ans changed  an d w e decided  to  pull  pilla rs  in  the #3 Mine  (above
F ish C reek).  We mistakenl y took the maps from the #4 Mine amendment  so  our maps  show ed
changes in both areas.  T his mistake has been fixed  on the maps.  

T hi s amendment  is only talkin g about one small  area above th e #3  mine 6th right panel .  I
have  circl ed  this  area  on  the  map.   Addition al ly  it  w as  di scovered  that  there  w as  only
escarpments  in  one area and  that  they w ere  small  (approximately 5  ft.) stepping  escarpments.
T hi s area is  al so circ led  on  the map.  At  the time of  th e submittal  w e w ere not allow ed  to  pull
pillars in thi s area due to  lease sti pulation s.  An amendment to the R 2P2  w as  submitted  to  BLM
and  after  numerous  meeti ngs  w ith  them and  the  F orest  Servi ce  they have  agreed  to  allow
escarpment fail ure in  this  one small  area.  A copy of  th e letter approving  this  w as  supposed  to
have been mailed to th e D ivision.  As soon as I get my copy, I w ill  scan it and email  it to  you.  At
the c urrent time w e w ere only asking for permission in this one small  area w h ere there w ere not
any substanti al  escarpments because w e w ere hopi ng to  mine there as soon as  possi ble.  We are
in fact cu rrently developin g rooms under this area getting ready for pill ar extrac tion.

It should  be noted  th at during th e review  of thi s one small  area the Permittee  show ed th e
BLM studies  that inc luded  this  area as  w ell  as all  of  Fish  C reek.  T he Permittee  mentioned  to
BLM  that  in  the  future  w e  w anted  to  permit  pi ll ar extracti on  under areas  w here  there  are
substanti al  escarpments,  but w e didn't  w ant  to  do  it at this  time  because it  could  del ay pull ing
pillars in the 6th R ight Pan el.  Wi th this in mind  the BLM looked at the entire Fi sh C reek area and
stated  that  in  th eir  approval  that  they w ould  approve  the  small  area  and  also  in clude  a
recommendati on to approve pill ar extraction under all escarpments in  Fi sh C reek.

We don't w ant to D ivi sion to be c onfused by thi s statement.  Again at this time in  order to
speed  of  the  approval  of  pill ar extrac tion  in the 6th R ight panel  w e are only permittin g  this one
small  area.  In this area there are no escarpments, no  stream or springs, and no endangered plant
or animal  speci es.  An amendment addressing the rest of Fi sh C reek w ill  be submitted  as soon as
the tw o current amendments are approved.

R645-301-121.200, On  page 1-4  in  the  paragraph  that  talks  about barrier pill ars, in  the first
sentence w h ere it says, “ barrier pil lars w i ll  be l eft w h ere requi red”, the division has asked  us  to
cl arify th e w o rds “w h ere required ”.  I don't fell  like anythi ng else needs to  be added to th e MR P .
T here w as not an y specifi c  examples  given  bec ause w e  w i ll  l eave barri ers  w here  req uired  by
anythi ng.  C ommonly this  w ould  be lease stipul ati ons, but also could  inc luded  agreements  w ith
property ow n ers,  w ater  users, DWR,  Water  rights, MSHA ,  or even  rock climbers,  basi cal ly
anybody.  In  the  third  sentenc e w e state th at “mini ng  w i ll  be stopped  a minimu m of  200  ft
(barri er pill ars) from the surface”.  T his represents  a complete  different statement from the fi rst
sentence.  T his  also  represents one of the  types of requi rements  th e fi rst senten ce talks  about.
T hi s statement in  the MR P is in  fact an  agreement betw een  C . W. Mining  and the D ivi sion  to
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leave barrier pill ars at all  c oal  outcrop  areas.  T his  further represents  to  need to leave th e first
sentence as an all inc lusive sentenc e.

R645-301-525.420, On  Plate 3-3 there is  a hatched  area label  escarpment location.   T he actual
locati on  of  the escarpment   is  at  the  outer edge  of  the  area.  And  th e hatc hed  area  in  fact
represents  the  escarpment  protec tion  zone.  Alon g  coal  outcrops  a 200  ft. gap  has  been  left
betw een  the  mine  w orkings  and th e outcrop.  Basic ally on  Plat e 3-4A all  areas  outside of  the
subsid ence zone are bein g l eft in  pl ace for eith er escarpment  or outcrop  protection.  T he size of
barri er pillars  betw een  panels is not show n bec ause it is  not know  yet.  T here size is based  on
safety and  is  determined  in  col laboration  w ith  MSHA   based  on  depth  of  cover and  currently
unknow n  roof conditions.  T hei r size w ill range form 30 to 100 feet.

R645-301-525.490, T his is not c oncern  in  the area w e are talkin g  about.  T his  w as  addressed at
the first of this document.

R645-301-525.420,  the  mis takes on  Plat es 3-3  and  3-4A w ere corrected.  It shoul d be noted
w hil e mining may take plac e, there w i ll be no full extracti on outside of th e subsidence zone.
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