
Appendix 7-Q  Abandoned Equipment



 On January 14,2003 a roof fall occurred in the Hiawatha seam of the # 1 Bear Canyon 
Mine. This roof  fall buried a coal hauler, a distribution box, and a shop trailer. After the roof fall 
all remaining equipment was removed from the section and the area  was sealed off. This is a 
concern for ground water contamination since water monitoring site SBC-11 is in the area as well 
as floor and roof seeps. The entry where the equipment was left is higher then the surrounding 
entries so water should flow around it.  In January of 2004 the portals to the #1 mine were sealed. 
Prior  to  sealing the portals  C.W. Mining shot  a channel  through all  high spots  between the 
portals and all water sources to insure that the water would gradually flow out the portals. To 
make sure the water wouldn’t seep in to the floor or be blocked by a roof fall a pipeline was laid 
between the sources and the portals. A heavy duty polyethylene pipe was used because it could 
withstand the impact and pressures of a roof fall. The only concern was that a sharp edge could 
puncture the pipe. To prevent this from happening and to further protect the pipe crib blocks 
were laid on either side of the pipe and crib blocks, sand, and/or crushed coal was laid over the 
pipe. The location of the pipeline and the roof fall are shown on the figure plate 7-10B. The 
elevation of the coal seam is also shown on plate 7-10B. A typical cross-section of the pipeline is 
shown in figure 7P-1.  C. W. Mining uses the water for mine and culinary use and will continue 
to monitor it for the life of the mine. The path of the water is illustrated on the diagram. A copy 
of the MSHA accident report has also been included. The area of the roof fall is also shown on 
plate 7-10B.

Potential contaminants to ground water from buried equipment are battery acid, lead, and 

oil. Current water sampling will detect and quantities are listed below.

15 Gallons of R & O 150 in the gear boxes.

50-55 Gallons of Hydraulic oil.

20-28 gallons of battery acid in the batteries.

8,768 lbs of lead.

MSD’s for the substances have been included. 
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Figure 7Q-1 Hiawatha Seam Mine Water
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