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�̧�q����¹��º«u»uvx�wxyr����r��z�{vrt�|¼¡����̄²�¥���³����½�������²����������¤������������� ¾���¿À¤����������������{������������¥�����������¿À¤����©���Á¿À��¤��ÂÃ�����ÄÅÆ�́�����������±�¦Ç�²�����Á�¢����±��Á����Å��������µ������¥²������Å�����¤�²�����������È��������������±����Å���É�¤¤��Ê����̄���Ë¤���� ţº»»�³��uªr����rÌ�»ºv�sx�µªÍ�s«rtrªv��ºusªr���¡«v�Î̧³�µ�¡ÏÐ��s���ttrªv��ºsr�{ty�svºªvÉ ��̄�����Ñ²����������������²��²������²�����±�¿�¥�����������Ò²����������ÂÓ�������������������Ñ������®��������Ò��� �����������������������¥����������Ò²����������Ò�²���������������±���¥�������������������É ����Ò²������®�������²���±�����²����� ����¥������������������������������� ������±Ô�����¤��������������������Ò²����������¥�±�²�������������Ò²�������¦��Ò²�������®�� �ÕÓÓ����¥�®�����¤��±��������²������ �����¥��¥¥�������̈�����®�� ���������������� ����¥���������������¤�������������������¥��̄ °Á������Â§ÖÖÖ§�¿×§�����¦Â§ÖÖÖ§ØÆÙ§ÆÄÙØ̈�
Ú����×�������������������¢�����²������¿À��¤����Û������������������¤���������²�����ÆÓ�¢���ØÖÕ�ÄÕ

������Ü��¢�������������������������²���������¤���������Ò²������±�����������²�Ò������������¦������������������������̈Ü��� ����������¤������������É��¤����±�¢����������¥��¤�����������¦����������������������̈Ü������¢��������������¤�������������������������������������������Ñ�����������Ü�����������������¤����������̄��������²�����±���������²� ����±¦��̈� �����������������¥�� ��Ò����¦� ���������������̈�qrstuv�̧vºv���z�{vrt�|Ý �Ò�������Ü�������²�¥��������²�������²�������������������������� ����������������¤������� �����¥��� �������®�� �²�����¤������������������������¥��������ÆÓ�¢���ÖÙÓÜÂÂ¦�̈�Ñ�������¥���²��Ü��Ñ����¥��¥���²����¥¥������±����¤�������������¤����������������������������¤���������������±���������������������±��������������¥���²��Ü�����¥�����������® ��������Ò����� ����Ò����²�������������������Á�Ò²�������������������������������������������������������¥���²��Ü�����¥������������ ��� ���Ò����������������������������������������¤¤����Ò��Ü��Þ �����������²�¤������������ß���²�Ò����Ü����������������������������������¤��������� ����Ò������������¢����¿À¤��������Ü��¢�����À¤����������¤��������� ����������������® �����������������¤��������� ��������Ò��²���������¢��������²����Ü��¢�����²�¥�����������������������������²����������������§����²����Ü������������§¤���²�����¥������±��²� ������¤¤������¤��¤��������¤��������°�����Ü��É ���������̄���²�����������Á����������������É��¤����±�¢��������Á�����²�¥�����������������������±Á�����������������������
°������¢��¤����Ü�������������������±��������Á��������������������®�������Ò������������É��¤����±�¢��������Ü��É ����� ����������������������¥��������¤²��²�������ÆÓ�¢���ÖÂÃÅÖÂØÜÂÆ¦Ò̈�� �������������Ü������������ ������Ò��������������������¥����������¤����������������������������¤������Á�¤�������Ò������������� ��������������Ü������������ �������Ò������������¥���� ���������¤��������������� ���������������Ü�����������������¤����������� ����� ����������������Ò����

���§̄����à����Ü��̄���²���¥������������������������¥���²����������Ü��É ��������¤²��²�������������������Ë��� ��¤�����Á���������� ��¤��¥��������Ò���¦�̈Á����Å����������������¥�¥��¥�����������������¤�����������¥�������������������Ü�����¥���²������������������¤�������Ò��������̄���Ü���Ò�������������� ������¤���������Ò²��� ����������Ò����Þ������Ü��¢����������������������������¤��������� �������������Ë����¤���������� ���������±����������������Ò±�� ����á²�����¤�������¥����� �����
u̧vr�̧vºv���z�{vrt�|â

������������������Â

9,��f F�M��Y��e
�2,��fAB?AB?B@AR
)� �H���S�

ã�+��9Q�>��6C�>LQ�J2>QFJ6F6CCJ�Q�6C�+ãFC��Q�;J2J2ä;����+����QM,D3,����+�,������O�,�
åæçèéê�èëìíîïìðñðòóôôõ�öðñ÷øù�úõ�åæçèéê�èëìíîï�ìóòøû�ü�����ü��ü���û�üû������	��	 æç
é�ì�êå�éïììðñðòóôôõ�öðñ÷øù�úõ�æç
é�ì�êå�éïì�ìóòøû�ü�����ü������û��û������	��	



�����������	
��
�
�
����������������������
�������	���������	���

������������������ ������
!"��!#$%&&�'()*+�,*&()&-+."��/)-+�0*1%�2-&3%�������45%67&%�8*+%&9:;()71<;%13&=>"���?&%�)6�!#(+)&*@%&

���	����������
����A���:"���5)-<&B"���'*C1&�D�0-EF%E&������������
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�
��A���������
����
����A���



1 | P a g e  
 

Denver Field Branch 
Mine Site Evaluation Narrative 

 
Permittee:    Castle Valley Mining, LLC 
Site:     Bear Canyon Mine 
Permit No:    C/015/0025 
Date of Inspection:   November 28, 2018 
Inspection Type:   Oversight complete 
Weather:  Overcast and cold with snow-covered ground conditions and light 

snowfall 
Operator Representative(s): Jaren Jorgensen 
State Official(s): Joe Helfrich, Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM)  
OSMRE Official(s):  Tom Medlin (#562) 
 
Background 
This was a complete oversight inspection at the underground Bear Canyon Mine in Emery 
County, Utah. The site is actively engaged in coal mining. 35.02 surface acres have been 
disturbed to date. DOGM recently issued Castle Valley Mining, LLC permit C/015/0036 for the 
Castle Valley Waste Rock site. The Waste Rock Site will accept waste rock from the Bear 
Canyon Mine. 
 
Availability of Records R645-400-221.200 
Records for the Bear Canyon Mine were available for inspection at the mine office and included 
the following information: 
 
-DOGM permit C/015/0025 remains in effect through November 2, 2020. 
-Liability insurance is provided by Lockton Companies (policy #14108177) and remains in effect 
through June 1, 2019. 
-A surety bond in the amount of $2,210,000 (#929518448) is posted by Indemnity National 
Insurance Company. The amount of the bond increased to $2,934,000 as a result of DOGM’s 
recent midterm review. 
-Subsidence monitoring plan, dated November, 2017. 
-Results of the 2017 raptor survey. 16 nests were tallied: 14 golden eagles, 1 peregrine falcon, 
and 1 redtailed hawk. 
-Current (October 28, 2018) Discharge Monitoring Reports indicating no exceedances. 
-Utah Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit #UTG040006, dated May 18, 2017. 
-Quarterly pond inspections, conducted September 20, 2018; no issues were noted. 
-Water monitoring data, most recently collected October 15, 2018. 
-Air quality permit #DAQE-GN0102400005-10, dated September 20 2010. 
-Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasures plan, dated January 20, 2011. 
 
Signs and Markers R645-301-521.200 
The mine and permit identification sign at the main entrance contained the required information; 
however, it had fallen to the ground and was obstructed from view. Mr. Jorgensen had already 
ordered a new sign for the mine; the new sign will be re-posted at the mine entrance in the near 
future. See Figure 1.  
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Roof bolts set in the ground served to identify the disturbed area perimeter. No issues were 
noted. See Figure 2. 
 
Noncoal Mine Waste R645-301-528.330 
The site was tidy and free of uncontrolled noncoal mine waste. Dumpsters were stationed at the 
shop and “3 Pad” areas of the mine site to aid in the collection and control of noncoal mine 
waste. At one point during the inspection Mr. Jorgensen picked up a stray soda bottle to aid in 
the site’s cleanliness. 
 
Roads R645-301-534.200 
Haul roads and access roads throughout the mine site were in good repair, to include grading, 
surfacing, and drainage. No issues were noted. 
 
Stream Buffer Zones R645-301-731.600 
Stream Buffer Zone signs were posted throughout the site to delineate the area of protection 
around Bear Creek. One sign along the Left Fork Bear Creek access road was in unserviceable 
condition; Mr. Jorgensen agreed to replace the sign. See Figure 3. 
 
Prevention of Additional Contributions of Sediment to Stream Flow or to Runoff Outside 
the Permit Area R645-301-742.111 
One segment of the mine’s coal conveyance system, “#2 Belt Conveyor,” continues to cause 
issues in an undisturbed area drainage due to its poor design. This section of belt conveyor has 
fewer steel support towers beneath it than the belt conveyor in other parts of the mine. The #2 
section relies on steel suspension cables which lack the rigidity of tower supports. When the run-
of-mine is particularly wet and heavy, the #2 Belt Conveyor struggles and bucks under the load. 
Occasionally, this movement will damage the side shields of the conveyor, allowing small coal 
lumps and fines to spill. At the time of inspection, a side shield was missing and a small amount 
of coal was observed in the undisturbed area. See Figure 4. Mr. Jorgensen indicated the side 
shield was under repair and would be returned to the conveyor shortly. Vacuum hose, rakes, and 
a shovel were also observed in the area. According to Mr. Jorgensen, mine personnel had been 
clearing the spillage but once the coal became frozen into the ground, the task became 
impossible to complete. See Figure 5. Straw bales had been stationed in a semicircle downslope 
of the spill to treat surface runoff. Mr. Jorgensen agreed to add additional straw bales, in addition 
to silt fence. See Figure 6. Once the mine experiences warm weather, the project will be 
completed and the area seeded, at Mr. Helfrich’s request.  
 
Sediment Control Measures R645-301-742.124, Sedimentation Ponds R645-301-742.220, 
Diversions R645-301-742.300, and Drainage Control R645-301-742.423 
Sediment Ponds A, B, C, and D were inspected for functionality and stability; no issues were 
noted. The ponds contained small amounts of ice and snow but were otherwise dry. Pond D 
receives the most sediment due to its small size and location at 3 Pad. Accordingly, it was the 
closest to the 60% cleanout level, though within limits. All ponds are scheduled for cleanout in 
December. All pond inlets and spillways were clear and functional. See Figure 7. However, the 
riprap inlet to Pond A has become slightly encumbered by cleanout material over time; Mr. 
Jorgensen agreed to distribute additional D50 5” riprap to restore the inlet of Pond A to its design-
build. See Figure 8. All disturbed area ditches and culverts and undisturbed area diversions were 
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open and functional. Approved Sediment Control Alternatives (ASCA) in the form of sumps, 
straw bales, and silt fence are stationed throughout the mine site to further aid in sediment 
collection and control. These ASCAs were in good repair and functioning as designed. Mr. 
Jorgensen agreed to seed the areas around the ASCAs at Mr. Helfrich’s request. 
 
Programmatic compliance  
No violations were issued as a result of this oversight inspection nor are any pending. 

 
 

Photos → 
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Figure 1. Mine permit and identification sign.  
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Figure 2. Typical disturbed area perimeter marker. 
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Figure 3. Dilapidated Stream Buffer Zone sign along Left Fork Bear Creek access road.  
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Figure 4. Missing side panel on #2 Belt Conveyor.  
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Figure 5. Spilled coal under #2 Belt Conveyor; vacuum truck hose in foreground. 
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Figure 6. Straw bales stationed around spilled coal under #2 Belt Conveyor. 
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Figure 7. Sediment Pond B. 
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Figure 8. Riprap inlet to Sediment Pond A. 

 
 


