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Dear  D r .  N ie l son :

The development and operation of the Genwal Coal- Companyts Crandall Canyon

Mine is rapidl-y growing into an operation other than that depicted in the

approved operat ing p lan for  th is  fac i l i ty .  As h igher  product ion rates are
being reached the congestion at the mine site is worsening and is now to the

point that positive action by the company to reverse this trend is imperative.

As the surface and mine facil i t ies were being developed, the company adopted a

stage construct ion concept  and took in ter im steps to acceLerate the min ing

operation at the expense of the surface facil i ty and adjacent environment.
The Forest obj ectives of providing for a coal operation in Crandall Canyon

while ensuring continuance of the public ts safe and unobstructed use of the

remainder of the canyon has been lost in the current surface configuration of

the mi-ne. This conflict was understandable and tolerable for the short-term

development  s tage of  the pro ject .  However,  we are now real iz ing a shi f t  f rom

development to production without a resolution of the congestion problem.

The particular items creati-ng the congestion and potential public safety

compromises are summarized as follows:

a. There is no distinct separation between the mining facil i ty and

the thru road which provides access up canyon.

b. The stage construct ion of the mine si te has delayed the construct ion
of the truck turnaround area within the mine site which is to be
separate from the thru road.

c. The ut i l - i ty pad which could provide space for storage af suppl ies,
generators, and trai ler of f ice space is being used as a truck turn-
around along with the thru road.

d. Storage of suppl ies, posi t ioning of generators and trai ler space'
and employee parking is haphazard and unconfined. l,tuch of this
equipment has been pl-aced adjacent to the road opposite the lower
coal storage and loading area, with the remainder around the per-
imeter of the makeshift turnaround area and on the thru road.
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At the current and projected product ion rates, with the required support
personnel'and equipment, it is appropriate to require the operator to
develop separate areas for turning trucks, storing supplies, and placing
offices in aecordance with the approved operating plan. We realize the
operatorrs uneertainty as to the f inal  conf igurat ion of the surface faci l i t ies,
due to the potential- of having to access the upper coal seams.

llowever, the approved operating plan included provisions for a truck turnaround
and upper coal- storage and loadi-ng area. Those areas shouLd be developed as
soon as cLimatic and ground conditions a1low earthwork construction. Having
these areas, the operator wi l - l -  be abl-e to ut i l ize the ut i l - i ty pad f  or i ts
intended purpose as welL as use the coal storage area for mine related
activities such as employee parking. This in turn rnrould a1low the separation
of the mine facilitie; and the thru road as intended and meet all of the Forestts
object ives for Crandal l  Canyon.

Your support in requiring that these actions by the operator be pursued as soon
as possible and def ini tely by Septeinber 1, l -985 wi l l  be great ly appreciated.

Sincerely,

b (64%
for U
REED C. CIIRISTENSEN
Forest  Superv isor

cc:  David Lof
Mining Field Specialist
Division of Oil, Gas and Mini-ng
Salt Lake City, t ltah


