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Lnited States
Department of
Agriculture

l4anti-LaSal
NatLonal Forest

599 Wes
Pr l -ce ,

Reply to: 2B2O

Dats: Apri l  3,

r
Mr.  A l  K le in ,  Admin is t rator
OSM-ReclamaLlon and Enforcement
Brooks Towers -  1020 l-5th Street
Denver, Colorado 80202

L

Dear  Mr .  K le in :

The Manti-LaSal National Forest received a copy of the Permit Applicatton (PA)
for the Crandall Canyon Mlne Lease Tract 2 Area from the Office of Surface
Mining September 27, L984. Just prior to compl-eting our revier^r, we were
informed that the review being done on the appl-ication could be ternporariLy
postponed. This should give the company suff ic lent t lne to respond to our
comments. The document appears to have been assembled and then sent out for
review without a thorough examination of the contents. Many sections are re-
ferred to in the PA, but for one reason or another have been excluded frorn
the PA. Facts and f lgures from one sect lon of the PA do not coincide with
what ls found elsewhere. Many plates are ei ther missing or mislabel-ed. We
belleve the followlng cornments substantiate that the PA has been prepared
with a minimum of effort, and needs many changes.
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Page 1-1

Cenwal Coal controls aooroximatelv 155 acres in Emerv Coun
UEah (see F ieure  1-1 I 75 acres of which is a nelt lease and will be
referred to as Tract 2 .

The designat ion of 155 acres and 75 acres shoul-d be changed to 161.17
and 77 .53  respec t ive ly .

Page 1-7

Impact on nesting bi.rds will be minimal and local-. No endangered species
nest in the area.

This paragraph irnpl-ies no endangered bird species nest in the area, when
in fact a threatened bird species does. At the t ime the Forest Servlce
evaluated Genwalfs Mlning and Reclamation Plan in L981, an actlve Gol-den
Eagle nest s i te was located 0.5 mi l-es from thelr  proposed portal-  locat lon.

Page 1-B

The tabl-e of contents for the overal- l -  mine pl-an, located at the front of

" s '  , .

The Table of Contents is not included at the front of  the PA as indicated.
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Page 2-1

Also a port fol io of connnents receLved to this {ate. (Appendix 2-L)

The portfol-lo of conments (Appendix 2-1) rnentioned above is not, in-
cLuded ln the Appendlces as indicated in the main text.

Table 2-1 starts on page 2-1 and Table 2-4 begins on page 2-Lr,  but
there are no Tables 2-2 and 2-3 in between pages 2-l- and z-LL. Do
the tables need to be renumbered, or do Tabl-es z-2 and 2-3 need to
be lncluded?

Page 2-5

The Table of Contents for Chapter 2 indicates that there are Sect ions
2.4 .L ,  2 .4 .2 ,  and 2 .4 .3  w i th in  th is  chapter .  These th ree  sec t ions  cannot
be found in Chapter 2 of the main text.

9opv ?f lh ls,apprgval is included with thls appl icat lon as I tem Nuurber
One, included with thls chapter.  ,

"rtem Number onet' is not incl-uded in chapter 2 as indlcated.

Pag.e 2-7

P l a E e 3-4 shows the mine development Lan b seam durins each of  the next
f l ve ears .  then for  each five-year eri thereafter for the l i fe  o f  the
mlne.

PlaEe 3-4 ts not included in Chapter 3 as indicated. Our document copy
indicates only Plates 3- l-  and 3-2 in Chapter 3. This ralses a quest ion
as to the status of Plates 3-3 and 3-4. rs plate 3-3 supposed to be
included ln Chapter 3 even though it has not been included? Is Plate 3-4
misl-abeled or Ls there a Plate 3-4 that needs to be lncLuded in Chapter 3?

Page 2-9

As requlre4 by ul tc 800.1- l  and 30 cFR 800.1-1, the appl icant wi l l  upon
approval of t rformance Bond con-
fu_rlning to 30 CFR B05 and and UMC B05 and 806. RecLamation costs
relevaq! to this bond are aet i iM

Sect ion 3.6.7 is not included in Chapter 3 as indicated. This sect ion is
al-so referred to on page 3-13. Does thLs sect ion need to be included or
d  e le t  ed  ?

S_ect i_on_?.2.8 l ists coal rnining permits held bv the appl icant and pr incipal
shareholder.

Sect ion 2.2.8 does not show coal rnlning permits heLd by the appl icant or
the pr lncipal shareholder as indicated in Chapter 2. This sect ion on1-y
l ists the name of the proposed mine.



This plate indicates Tract L as contalning 80.00 acres, and Tract 2 as
conta ln lng  75 .23  acres .  However ,  T rac t  I  ac tua l l y  con ta ins  83 .64  acres ,
and Trac t  2  conta ins  77 .53  acres .  The to ta l  ac reage is  L61.17  acres ,  no t
155.23  acres  as  shown.

Page 3-1

Plate 3-1 shows the locat ion of aLl  surface faciLi t les. In addit lon an
acgur?te determin_aqlon of where each facilitv i
exist ing topographic as ivel1 asl tructural-  f ixtures such as highwavs.

Plate 3-1 does not show any surface faci l i t ies as indlcated. I t  is a J-ay-
out of the underground rnl-ning configuration. The pLate needs to be rela-
beled or redone to show the specif ic information as designated above.

Pag.e 3-2

There are no proce-ssing or preparat ion faci l i t ies at this si te.

I t  ls indicated that there are no processing or preparat ion faci l l t ies at
the mine si te.  A Forest Service employee did observe a crusher on si t ,e
February 7, L985.

Page 3-4

Plate -3-1 shows the locat iqn of al l  roads in the permit  area. Total-  area

Indiyidual areas are shor,rn on plate 3-1 .

See previous conments concerning plate 3-1 on page 3-1.

Page 3-5

Proj ected mine develgpment i.n Tract 2 is shor,rn on Pl-ate 3-2 (Lower Seam)

Plate 3-2 is t i t led tsubsidence Monitor ing Mapt,  and there is no Plate 3-3
in Chapter 3 as indicated. The plates appear to be mislabel-ed whiLe others
are misslng.

Page 3-6

Roof control  is descr ibed in the approved roof controL plan (Appendix 3A).

The roof control_ plan (Appendix 34)
Chapter 3 as indicated.

Page 3-B

$anmadg features and structures do not exist on the mineabLe r t ion of
the permi t  area.

is not included in the main text of

This paragraph indicated no man-made features or structures exist on the



rnineable portlon of the perurit area. Cadastral survey monuments exist
within the angJ-e of draw zone as shown on Plate 3-2. Any disturbance
Eo such monuments wiJ-l require that the monurnents to be repl-aced or re-
stored as per Speclal  St ipulat ion /115 found in Federal  Coal Lease
sL-O62648.

Page 3-17

Project,ed rnining bv vear is shown on Plates 3-2 and 3-3.

See the previous comnents for Plates 3-2 and 3-3 on page 3-5.

The acreage of thi-s proposed Tract 2 Permit  Area is 75.23 acres. This
is shornm on Plate 2-1- and 3-1-.

See the previous comnents on acreages for Tract 2 on page 1-1 and Plate
2-I .  Also see the previous comments concerning Plate 3-1 on page 3-1.

This mining i-s shovrn bv year on Plates 3-2 and 3:3.

See the previous conments for Plates 3-2 and 3-3 on page 3-5.

Page 3-18

ince t .he current (and l ikeLy future) land use is for dispersed- non-
developed recreat ion.  and s ince the operat ion on th is  permiE area involves
no surface dist .urbance, no impacts are expected to the current or future
land use.

This paragraph shoul-d also include wlldlife, and livestock grazlng as well
for the current land use.

Page 3-19

See Chapter  7 ,  Sec t ions  7 .1 .4  and 7 .2 .4  fo r  a  comple te  d iscuss ion  o f  the
hydroloey of the area.

Sect ion  7 .L .4  i s  the  rMi t iga t ion  and Cont roL
Ehe fGroundwater Monitoring Planr .

S e e  C h a p t e r  7 ,  S e c t l o n s  7 . 1 - . 6  a n d  7 . 2 . 6 .

The Table of Contents for Chapter 7 does not
or  7 .2 .6  as  be l -ng  Ln  Chapter  7 .  Ne i ther  one
in the main text of Chapter 7,

Page 3-23

Pl -anr ,  and Sect ion  7 .2 .4  ts

Only two species found in the area are on the endangered species list i the
bald eagLe and peregrine falcon.

See the prevtous corunents about Golden Eagles on page J--2.

inc lude e i ther  Sec t lon  7 .L .6
of the sectlons can be found



Page 4-3

Craz ing .  o i1  and and other mineral leases for the rmit  area wi lL
supplied to the livision upbn the issuarrce.

Federal Coal Leas e U-062648 occupies some of Lhe same land area as the
Crandall Canyon Sheep and Goat Allotnent, and Federal OiL and Gas tease
u- l5208.

Page 4-4

There are no act ive oi l  and gas Leases within the area.

See the previous comments on oil and gas leases on page 4-3.

Page 6-10

TF9-anl ic l ine-and syncl ine axis have a predominant east-wqst or l -entat ion,
whi le th" frr l t  ror."  

"r"  
g"r.

;A-6--3).

Figure 6-2 Ls not included in Chapter 6 as indicated.

Page 6-12

-coel-  reser:rgq are calculated for the upper seam, based on an average coal
tteigtrt or@ The lower seam reserve f l_gure is calcula-
ceq rn Ene same manner using an average coaL height of 6 | . RecoverabLe re-
serve is Fased on 50% of

Bl- ind'Canyon
Hiawatha

TOTAL

See comments for acreage

In Place Recoverable-Go"st -6nst-

I , 316 ,000  658 ,000
790 ,000  395 ,000

2 ,106 r000  1 ,053 ,000

calculations concerning Lease Tract 2 on page J--L.

The new mineable coal- for Lease Tract 2 is estimated to be approximately
1.5 mi l l ion tons, which does not coincide with the above f igures for
In-Place or Recoverable coal tonnages. Genwal- Coal Company shouJ-d updaEe
the MRP and this PA with data col lected from their  recent in-mine core
dri l l ing program.

Appendix 11-l- .  Page 5

Tg_ gontrol  dust emissions from road travel
r i
water to be mixed with a du .

We refer you to Special  St ipul-at ion #B Ln the l -ease agreement,  and to
Management Requl-rement /l2L Ln the EA approved May 1-8, L9B1 for the Crandal-l
Canyon road and bridge.



SPECIAL STIPULATLON /lB - The lessee shall provlde for the suppressLon
@ dust on all haul- roads, and at coal hauling,
transportat.Lon, and storage faci l l t ies. The rnigrat ion of road sur-
facing mater ial  shal- l  be control l -ed by water ing, chemical t reatment,
or hard surfacing. Loss of gravel shal l  be periodicaLl-y replaced.

I'{ANAGEMBNT REQUIREMENT #21 - A pavement design and structure (surface
treatment or asphalt  layer) must be provided that wl l l  prevent losses
from the roadway during snor^r removal operations, from heavy truck
traff ic on steep grades, fugi t ive dust ' ,  and waterborne sediments
during rains. A tiuetable for instaLlation of this compl-ete, will
be furnished by the Forest Service.

To control  dust emissions from road travel-  bv access vehicles. we wl l l
use the same control rnethods as above with the sarne efficiency and reduce
our  to ta l  emlss ions  f ro rn  16 .98  l -bs .  per  day  to  2 .6  lbs .  per  day .

See the response inunediatel-y above that quotes Special- Stipulation /118
from the lease agreement, and Management Reguirement //21- in the EA
approved May L8, L981 for the Crandall Canyon road and bridge.

The Forest Service consent on May l-1, 1983, to Genwal-rs MRP in Crandall Canyon
was based on the assumption that the company woul-d adhere to the 23 management
requirements included the EA. To date, those stipulatlons which have not been
complled with are l - lsted as fol lows:

2. PubLic parking must be separate from mine parking and allow for
vehicle turn-around.

3. The Forest development road wil-l- be separate from and compatible wlth
the mlni-ng operation.

4, The road through the mine site will- be designed and maintained so that
dralnage off  the road surface wi l l  be into the sediment pond for t reat-
ment .

6. The Forest development road through the site will not be used as part
of the coal handl ing operat ion.

7. The sediment pond must be designed and maintained to meet Forest Service
and OSM speclf icat lons.

10. An adequate ser^7age disposal plan wiJ-l_ be submLtted and when approved
wil l  be adhered to.

l -8.  Pr ior to mlning, the lessee shal l -  secure adequate basel ine data to
quantify the exlsting surface resources on and adjacent to the Lease
area. The data wll-l be gathered in consultation with and concurrence
by the surface managing agency, and shall- be adequate to locate and
quant i fy the inter-relatLonships of the geoLogy, topography, surface
hydrol-ogy, vegetation and wll-dl-lfe. The basellne data wil-l be estab:
llshed so that. future observations can be urade at reguLar lntervaLs for
comparlson.
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L9. The l-essee shaLl establ i .sh a monitor ing system to locate and quant l fy
the progressive and final effects of underground mining activities on
the land surface, the underground and surface hydrology and on the
vegeEatl-on. The monitor ing system sha11 ut i l lze techniques which
will provide a continuing record of change over time. The monitoring
sha1l be an extension of basel- ine data at representat ive locat lons and
w111 be conducted ln a manner approved by the surface managing agency
in consultation with the State and Federal regulatory agencies.

20. A11 drainage faci l l t ies wi l l  be designed and maintained to adequately
control  the water and prevent eroslon.

2I. Adequate drainage and sedimentation facil-ities must be designed and
malntained to pick up and treat water tntercepted on the disturbed
areas of the mine site

22. The rnining company shaLL provide the Forest Service with an unencumbered
right-of-way across any fee lands encountered for the reconstruction of
the Forest development road.

23. The sLte wl1l  be so constructed as to encompass the ent ire surface
faci l i t ies for the mining operat ion providl-ng for unrestr icted thru-
road access whl le provlding adequate protect ion of the adjacent
stream.

The Forest Servlce ls requestlng that Genwal- compl-y with those management con-
straints which have been disregarded to date.

I f  we can be of further assistance, please contact the Forest Service.

Slncerely,

, ^  /  
^ \ n

4 . 1  f l  t / t  l'il;0 sdd2..
iilo .. *rnrLtNseN
Forest Supervisor


