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CoaL F i le ,  Inspec t lon  and  En fo rcement  Fo lder

Dav id  Lo f  ,  M in ing  F ie ld  Spec ia l i r ;T )
---E*F

Genwa l  Coa l  CompanV ,  C ranOa f f  C

0n Augus t  tO ,  1985 ,  I  conduc ted  a  par t ia l  i nspec t ion  a t  the
above-ment ioned  mine  s i te .  The  weather  a t  the  t ime o f  my  inspec t ion
was  c lear  and  warm.

Fug i t i ve  Dus t  Suppress ion

The roads  w i th in  the  m ine  permi t  a rea  had  been  adequa te ly  wa te red  to
con t ro l  fug i t i ve  dus t .  The  opera to r  had  a lso  p rov ided  a  sp r ink le r
sys tem to  sp ray  the  coaL  s tockp i le  a rea .

CLass  I I  Road  to  Por ta ls

Th is  road  l vas  fa i r l y  we l l  ma in ta ined l  however ,  the  opera to r  needs  to
remove  some used  conveyor  be l t s  wh ich  had  been  pu l led  ou t  o f  the
mine  and  le f t  a long  the  lns ide  o f  the  road .  A f te r  the  conveyor  be l t
i s  removed ,  the  opera to r  shou ld  rees tab l i sh  the  d i t ch  a long  the
ins lde  o f  the  road  and  insure  tha t  the  road  i s  g raded  to  the  ins ide
in  tha t  pa r t i cu la r  a rea .  In  add i t i on ,  the  opera to r  needs  to  insure
proper  g rad ing  o f  the  road  to  the  ins ide ,  f rom the  ln take  por ta l
down to  the  sp r ing ,  to  insure  tha t  wa te r  wh ich  co l lec ts  near  the
en t rance  o f  the  in take  por ta l  does  no t  pond  on  the  road  th is  w in te r .

Sed iment  Pond  D ischarge ,  N0V NB5-4-23- I

l t l h i l e  inspec t ing  the  por ta l  pad ,  I  no ted  tha t  the  wa te r  supp ly  p ipe
in to  the  m ine  was  leak ing  excess ive ly  (g rea te r  than  50  ga l lons  per
minu te ) .  Th is  wa te r  was  be ing  conveyed  f rom the  por ta l  pad  down the
s lope  v ia  a  downspou t  to  the  c ross  cuLver t  wh ich  conveys  d is tu rbed
area  runo f f  to  the  sed iment  pond .

V ' lhen  l  i nspec ted  the  sed iment  pond ,  I  found  tha t  i t  was  fu l l  o f
wa te r  f rom the  mine  wate r  supp ly  l i ne  leak .  The  leve l ,  o f  the  wa te r
in  the  pond  was  w i th in  two  inches  o f  the  top  o f  the  o i l  sk immer  fo r
the  one- inch  per fo ra t ion  in  the  s tandp ipe .  Look ing  in to  the
s tandp ipe ,  I  saw tha t  wa te r  r , vas  d ischarg ing  th rough  bo th  the
one- inch  per fo ra t ion  and  the  emergency  dewate r ing  dev ice ,  Wate rman
C-7  shear  ga te  (shear  ga te ) .  There  i s  no  o i1  and  g rease  sk immer  fo r
the  shear  ga te l  the re fo re ,  any  o11  and  g rease  wh ich  had  been  on  the
sur face  o f  the  wa te r  had  more  than  l i ke ly  a l ready  been  d ischarged .
I  immed ia te ly  c losed  the  shear  ga te  to  t r y  and  cu t  down on  the
amount  o f  d i scharge  go ing  in to  Cranda l l  Creek .  The  d ischarge  was
obv ious ly  no t  in  comp l iance  w l th  s ta te  and  federa l  e f f l uen t
l lm i ta t ions .
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I  then  spoke  w i th  one  o f  the  m ine  emp loyees  and  to ld  h im tha t  they
mus t  shu t  o f f  the  wa te r  supp ly  l i ne  o r  f i x  the  m ine  wate r  supp ly
l i ne  immed ia te ly .  I  wen t  back  down to  the  sed iment  pond  and  took  a
sample  o f  the  d ischarge  and  measured  the  f low f rom the  pond .  The
amount  o f  d i scharge  a f te r  hav ing  c losed  the  shear  ga te  was
approx imate ly  40  ga l lons  per  m inu te ,  wh ich  i s  p robab ly  haL f  o f  the
to ta l  f l ow wh ich  was  occur r j -ng  when I  f i r s t  d i scovered  the  p rob lem.
The  wate r  in  Cranda l l  Creek  ups t ream o f  the  d ischarge  po in t  was
crys ta l  c1ear l  a f te r  m ix ing  w i th  the  d ischarge ,  i t  was  very  tu rb id .
In  fac t ,  I  cou ld  no t  see  the  bo t tom o f  the  s t ream;  and  the  dep th  o f
the  s t ream a t  tha t  po in t  was  no t  much  g rea te r  than  s ix  inches .

By  the  t ime I  had  f in i shed  tak ing  wate r  samp les  and  measur ing  the
d ischarge ,  a  m ine  emp loyee  had  been  sen t  up  to  the  por ta l  pad  to  f i x
the  m ine  wate r  supp ly  l i ne .  The  supp ly  l i ne  was  f i xed  wh i le  I  was
s t i l l  on  s i te .  The  f low in to  the  pond  f rom the  Leak  in  the  m ine
wate r  p ipe  ceased ,  and  the  s t ream c leared  cons iderab ly .

Because  o f  the  in f low o f  add l t i ona l  wa te rs  in to  the  pond  wh ich  the
pond  was  no t  des lgned  to  hand le ,  the  fac t  tha t  the  shear  ga te  was
open ,  and  the  fa i lu re  to  meet  e f f l uen t  l im i ta t ions ,  No t i ce  o f
V ioLa t ion  NB5-4-23-L  u las  i ssued .  I t  reads  as  fo l l ows :

Natu re  o f  the  V io la t ion

Fa i lu re  to  m ine  in  accordance  w i th  the  approved  mine  p Ian .
Fa iLure  to  ma in ta in  sed iment  con t ro ls  in  o rder  to  p reven t
add i t i onaL  con t r ibu t ions  o f  suspended  so11ds  to  s t ream f low o r
runo f f  ou ts ide  the  permi t  a rea .

Prov is lon  o f  the  Regu la t ions ,  Ac t ,  o r  Permi t  V io la ted

UcA 4o- I0 -22  ( r )  ( c )
UMC 77 I .T9
uMc 8L7 .45

Por t ion  o f  the  0pera t ion  to  wh ich  Not i ce  App l ies

A.  M ine  wate r  supp ly  l i ne
B.  Emergency  dewate r ing  dev ice  shear  ga te

Remed ia l  Ac t ions  Requ i red

A.  Repa i r  m ine  wate r  supp ly  l i ne  so  tha t  i t  does  no t  leak ,
the reby  send ing  add i t i ona l  wa te r  to  the  sed iment  pond .

B .  C lose  the  shear  ga te .

T ime fo r  Aba tement

Immed ia te l y .
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Th is  v io l -a t ion  v , ,as  i ssued  to  Andy  K ing  o f  Genwa l  a t  the  D iv i s ion
0 f f l ces  on  Sep tember  5 ,  L985 .  The  resu l t s  o f  the  ana lys is  o f  the
wate r  samp les  taken  a t  the  t ime o f  the  inspec t ion  had  no t  been
rece ived  a t  the  t ime o f  wr i t i no .

d d

cc :  Donna  Gr l f f i n ,  OSM
Andy  K ing ,  Genwa l  Coa l  Company
Joe  He l - f  r i ch ,  DOGM
Ken  May ,  DOGM

Sta t i s t i c s :  See  So ld i e r  C reek  Coa l  Company ,  So ld i e r  Canyon  M ine
memo da ted  Sep tember  19 ,  1985 .
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