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Inrpact  of  unsul tabl l l tv  DeslEnat lons on thc supp] y of

Coal and thc Econornv of Ernerv Countv

The ccono.nv of Encry County hrs tradftlonally hrd r strong nlnfng basa.

lffnlng lccounts for 29 pcrcant of tha Erncry County worklng populatlon

(utan Ocpartnent of Employrunt Sccurlty, l97g) and 47.6 percent of the

totll carnlngs rlthln thc county (Ul'S. Dcpartrncnt of C*anercr, 1977).

tn Ernery County, coal rccounts for 93 pcrccnt of thc rnlnlng lndustry

(Neman, I979). lllnlng cxperfencad a rapid grorth fn Encry county

during thc 1970s, As an cxrnplc, only 364 Jobs rerr tlcd to thc rnlncral

lndustry In 1970, rhl lc ln t978, thcre rlcrc 1,595 tuch rorkcrs (Snploynent

Sccurfty, Dcpartrncnt of Conrnerce); Thcre ls no qucstlon that coal ls and

wlll continue to be one of the stronEest ccononlc forces ln Enery County.

Thc dcmand for coal ls cxpected to lncrersa ln the futurc" This conclusion

ls supportcd by rccant Oepartnent of EnergJ pr.oJcctcd corl production

cstinates for thc Ulntah-Southwcstern Utah Coal Region. In 1975, total

Productlon ln this rcalon wrs l0.l  nl l l lon tons. Thc Dcpartrpnt of

Encrgy has rstinuted thtt corl pr.oductlon fr"orn thls rcglon could vary

fron 13.9 to 14.5 nrl l l lon tons by lgg5 rnd frcn 16.9 to 20.5. ni l l lon

tons ln 1990. To rcrch thcse pr.oductlon lcvels coll could come fr.om

cxlsting lcascs, prcfcrancc rlght lcrse rppllcatlons, and ncrr lcases.
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0n Junc I, 1979, Sccrctary of

addl t lonal  l09 ml l l lon tons of

ldcntlf led pr.oductlon targcts.

thc Intcr lor Andrus detrnnined that an

coal should bc offered to help meet the

{o

Appl lcat lon of  thc unsul t rb l l l ty  cr l tcr l r  ln  thc San Rafael  Planning

Arca rcsultcd ln 14 percsnt (3,492 lcres) of the Erncry PCA, containing

sonc 53 rnl l l lon tons of recovrlblc corl resrrvrs as bclnE classlf ied as

unsultrblc. Thls lr lyas I total of 21,798 acres, r l th an cstimated

333.5 nl l l lon tons of rccovcrablc Frderal corl rrsery€s In thc PCA.

tlonc of the coal acrraga ln thc llrsatch Platcau KRCRA (5,5'15 acres with

80 nl] l lon tons of recovcrablc coal rrs*ves) was detcnnined to be

unsui tabl e.

Because of the relat{ve abundanca of coal ,n an. area and only 14 percent

of thc tota' l  recovcrablc reservcs ln thc PCA rcrc lncluded, the unsuitabil i ' ,y

designatlons tre not antlclpatad to rcsult ln an rdvcrsc lmpact on

clthcr the supply of corl or thc econory of Emry County.
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