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INTRODUCTICH:

On June 1Sth and 20th of 1980, an archaeological survey was conducted Soz
Cenwal Coal Company, Inc. on a proposed coal mine site and associated access
road in the Crandall Canyon vicinity of Emery County, Utah. The area 1is
Jocated in the Price Distzict of the Manti-la Sal National Forest. The azea
to be impacted is in the SZi of the NE: of Section 6, the Swh of the Nwi of
Section 5, doth in Township 16S Range 7E, and an access Ioad which exterds
east from ihe mine property through the SEL of the Nwh and the St of the NI2
of Section 5, and the Nwh of Section L, both in Township 16S Range 7T. A=
area located in the S4 of tre SE4 of the Nﬁé of Section 5 was also invesil-
gated as 2 possidble pazt of the project area.

The si=vey was conducted by Utah Archaeologlical Reseazcnh Cerporation
Stafs Archaeologist Wayne Howell, +he author of this repeTt. The =cject <es

conducted under Foresi Service Ternit #

METHODOLOGY

Access Road- The entire lengin of +he accesas rcai Was investigzted Ty
walking a zig-zag transect which extended up to 100 Ieet o2 both sides cf 1ine
existing zcad. In places whare the creek to thé south or the high cliii <o
the north were cloge +0 the existing —Tcad, the ares was cleared up tS thzt
bar—ter. This procedure succeeded 1n clearing the entize caoyod botica.

Since an entzy point for the access road from Highway 31 ia Funiloagesz
Canyon into +the mouth of C—and2ll Canycn is not yet decided, <he entize zcuin
of ihe canycn was checked Ty walxing caralled irznsects over -me area nii-

cated on the zap.,
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Mine Area- The area of the Jroposed mine facility wWas checked by walilng
roughly parallel transecis over the entire area, Since ihe topogzaphy of tne
canyon is dozinated by steep and rugged slopes which are Troken up by verticae
cliffs in many places, parallel transects could not be placed at regulaz
intervals, nor could straight lines be stxictly paintained., Areas With
greater potential for archaeological sites such as the canyon botioas aad
along cliff tases where alcoves night be present weie investigated more
closely than the steep sloped areas where sites would be less likely to oc3=.

A total of alout 100 acres Were cleared both along the access Toad and

mine property. A total of 2 man—days were required to clear ithe area.

ENY ZRQM=NT:

Crzncdall Canyon is a wWest tank txitutazy of Huntirgiod Creek, one oI e
major drainages of the ﬁasatch Pla+eau., Elevatichs in 4he area Tenge ITcz
7500 feet in the canyon béttons +o aver 10,000 feet oo tne ridges and ziziezs.
This gzeat differeace in elevations aakes for steep sided and very TusgEes
canyons,

Soils in the project area are colluvial along the cactyen slopes azd
alluvial along the canyon botioms. Vegetation consists of heavy sitands of
Quaking Aspen and both Pine ard Fix od ipe south side of the canyon. 0o e
north, scaiiered Pinyon-Junliper and Mountain Mahogacy dominate. The creex

through Crandall Canyon has 3 serzanent flow of fresh water,

FREVIOUS WCEX IN THE AREA:
An archaeological su:vey was conducted by the U.S. FoTest Sexrvice =

Czandall Cacyon in 1975 fox the pu=rose of exazining a nine rcad which was




Proposed for the area. This survey located one site, 422722, located tc le
poxth of the proposed rcad, In a repors dated Sepiteaber 35, 1975, David A.
Gillio, Zone Archaeologist, recozzended cultural clearance for the road.
However, he did consider 4224722 to be a significant archaeological site acd

recommended that the site be posied and possibly fenced-in to rrotect it.

- SURYEY RESULTS:
No unrecorded archaeological sites Were found in the progec‘ area. A

cunber of historic mining Temains are scatiered along the road and at the oi-

location, but these are not of sufficlent age nor archaeological significarnce
te war—an* recoriing and preservatioz.

Site L2TM722 consists of an area of prenistoric habltation undex 2=
overhanéing cliff on the north side of Crandall Canyoa. The site extanis foz
g;;:oximately %0 meters east-west along the base of the cliff, It shows
evidence of at least 1 meter of culiuzal depth iz areas where loctex's tIencies
have been dug. Artifacts incluie large quactities ¢ bone and chazcoal, wWitn
very 1little lithic or ceramic caterial present. Some Ted Fremonti style zic-
tographs are painted on the clifs facs atove the site. Extensive vandalisz
has taken place,at the site, but there are still areas of undistuzbed

ultural fill.

Three isolated ar=ifacts were found during the recorai ssance., TwWo wWere
nonsdiagnosiic wasie flakes fouzd in an open flat area near the acuth of
_C:andall Canycen. These were located about 50 aeters apaz®, C(coe was zade oI

red and white bandeé chert ard cne was of a g2y + trarslucent chert. The

snmi=d isolated aTsifact was the tasal poTtion of a Huzdoidt point (¥-1a: 37,




Hurzboldi points are archalc style points and are found throughout the Great
Basin and the western Colarado Flateau, Heizer and Hester (1977) date the

Humboldt series between 4000 B.C. and 1100 B.C., Other Husboldt pointis have

been found in the area of the Wasatch Flateau (Louthan, 1978).

This point was also found on the flat at the mouth of Crandall Canyez.
Sinice the two flakes and the point vwere all found on this flat it appeass
that there was some limited activity which éook'place there, However, all
three artifacts were widely scattered and no concentratiocns of any kind cound
be found.

The presence of the Humbold+ point in fai:ly close proximity %o L7z
(within 300 meters) raises the possibility that the alcove site might aiso
contain archaic deposits. Such 2 possibility makes uZEM?ZZ a poteniia’ly
valuable site ia that i* night conta:n a lengthy record of humand use in an

area of low site densi. .

RECOMMENDATIONS:

No National Regisier Properties axe located in or neaTx ine zTcject &Te&.
However, because site 423722 still has areas of wpiistusbed cultuzal fi-2
and has to be considered a rather unigue site because of it's location in &

area of low site density, it zus: be regarced as 3 significant archaeolcgicta

site and potential National Register propeIty. As such it deserves FTTttact izo

The two major concerns In protecting the site from project related
impacts are:
1. Insure that consizucticd ac“v“..ies do not disturd the Fataptisiel

surace on or near (within 15 zeters) of the site.




2. Insure that impacts such as looting and relic hunting do Bot
tncrease as a result of iaproved accessibility from road consiTuciioh.
In order to eliminate these potential impacts 14 is recommended that 2
' fence be built pricT to the comﬁencement of road const=uction. This fence
should extend from the cliff face to the west of the 2ain componeat of 4ne site
and to the south along the perineter of the site fcT approxizately %0 mezecs.
It should terzinate at the cliff face %0 the east of the secoﬁd component of
the site (see figure 2). The fence should have a lockiné gate and should “e
of susficient height to discourage pecople ITom climbing over i%. T+ shouwld
also be posted with signs warning against antiquities violations as contained
in the Archaeological Rescurces o~otection Act of 1979, This Ience sacuwid e
vuilt accerding o Forest Service stipulations and under their dizeciici.

In adéition it is ~eccnmended that Genwal Coal adhere 10 the following

stizulations:
| b All constzuction activities be restricted 0 +those areas su=—reres.

2. All personnel refrain IZom collecting'articles of antiguity.

3, A qualified archaeclogist be notified should sub-suszace azcnzess
logical matefials be exposed duzing ccnst:uctioh.

With adherence to these stipulaticns, it 15 recommended that Genwa. Cca—
Company, Inc., de given archzeclogical cleazance sor theiz project i Coarnial
Canyon. |

:'/./;zc,./za Uprtl)

Wayne Howell
Stalsl Archaeclogist
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