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L .G.  Manwar ing
Coa l  Sys tems,  Inc .
5320 So. 900 East
P .0 .  Box  17117
Sal t  Lake C i ty ,  U tah  84117

Ref:  Nevada Electr ic Lease Exchange/Genwal l  Coal  Mine

Dear  Gus:

In  regards  to  Nevada E lec t r i c ' s  exp lo ra t ion  dr j l l j ng  p roposa l  on  the i r  lease
exchange area in Hunt ington Canyon, the fo l lowing concerns are provided for
your  use  in  deve lop ing  an  exp lo ra t ion  p1an.  The hab i ta ts  assoc ia ted  w i th  a l l
of  the dr i l l  s i tes represent partur i t ion areas for big game (mu' le deer,  Rocky
Mounta in  e lk  and moose) .  Man 's  d is tu rbance o ther  than casua l  use ,  such as
s tak ing  o f  a  d r i l l  s i te ,  shou ld  be  prec luded be tween May 15  and Ju ly  5 .  Th is
wou ld  adequate ly  p ro tec t  the  b i r th ing  ac t iv i t ies  o f  b ig  game an imals .

Three go lden eag le  nes ts  l ie  w i th in  a  zone tha t  wou ld  be  in f luenced by  the
9t i l l i 19  p ro jec t .  Nes t  No.  l -87-273 (S t , l s t l  Sec  29 ,  T  15  S,  R 7  E)  was inac t ive
in 1987 --  was tended as evidenced by greenery.  Nest No. 1-81-167 (NENt, l  Sec 5,
T 16 S, R 7 E) was inact ive in 1981 --- tended as evjdenced by greenery in 1982
and 1987. Nest No. l -81-172 (NENt ' l  Sec 32, T 16 S, R 7 E) was inact ive in 1981
and could not be found in 1986 and 1988. Likely,  natural  deter iorat ion has
caused i t s  demise .  A  one-ha l f  m i le  rad ius  bu f fe r  zone sur round ing  eag le  nes ts
No.  l -87-273 and l -81-157 shou ld  be  pro tec ted  f rom any  o f  man 's  d is tu rbances
when they  ev idence use.  The breed ing  pa i r  normal ly  in i t ia tes  use  o f  the i r
nest terr i tory by February 1.  A nest ing at tempt can be ver i f ied by June I  and
f ledg ing  normal ly  occurs  by  Ju ' l y  15 .  Loca l l y ,  some h igher  e leva t ion  nes ts
have exper ienced a delay in reproduct ' ive processes that could extend f ledging
to  Ju ly  31 .  D iv i s ion  b io log is ts  w i ' l l  mon j to r  th j s  s i tua t ion  dur ing  1989 .

At which t ime that a development of  a l ' l in ing and Reclamat ion Plan is
in i t ja ted ,  the  D iv is ' ion  wou ld  be  eager  to  p rov ide  fu r ther  jn fo rmat ' ion  and
comment  re la t i ve  to  a  min ing  pro jec t .
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Gus,  s ince  he l i cop ters ,  a long w i th  whee led  equ ipment  w i l l  be  used,  i t  i s
recommended that no new roads be developed. 

'Any 
surface disturbed areas must

be revegetated. Aircraf t  overf l ights should be-planned such that at  least  500
feet distance to the ground is maintained in al l  areas except landing zones.
Th is  w i l l  avo id  d is tu rbance to  the  loca l  a rea 's  w i rd r i fe .

Thank you fo r  your  in te res t  in  Utah ,s  w i ld l i fe  resource .

Si  ncerely,

.Ze;yfu
" Lirry B. Dalton

bl i ld l  i fe Program Manager
Resource Analysi  s/Habi tat  protect ion

cc:  Damel l  Ni  sh,  Dl . lR
L inda Se iber t ,  BLM
Rod Player,  USFS
CIark Johnson, USFl^ lS
Lowell Braxton, D0GM
Char l ie  F .  Vaughn,  Nevada E lec t r i c


