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Mr. I ra Hatch
Price Distr ict  Ranger
Mant i -LaSal Nat iona' l  Forest
599 l, lest Price River Dr.
Pr ice,  UT 84501

Attn: l lal t Nowak

Dear  I ra :

In regard to the proposed electr ic
(Beaver Creek Coal No. 4 Mine) and
Hunt ington drainage, the fo l lowing

The project  could impact summer (Apr i l  16 through November 30) and winter
(Qecember I  through Apr i l  15) rar igbs for mule deer,  as wel l  as Rocky Mountain
elk.  Partur i t ion for  these animals occurs between May 15 and Ju' ly 5.  Raptor
nest-s i tes (February through August)  could be impacted. Sediment pol lut ion to
Crandal l  and Hunt ington Creeks iould occur,  too.  Both streams support  sel f -
sus ta in ing  popu la t ions  o f  t rou t .

Const ruc t ion  tha t  resu l ts  in  ac t i v i t y  w i th in  a  f lood  p la in  must  no t  resu l t  in
sed iment  po l lu t ion .  Turb id i ty ,  measured as  neph ' lomet r ic  tu rb id i ty  un i ts ,
should not be al lowed to increase beyond l0% oi  background condi t ions.
Erosion contro ' l  fences (straw bales or f i l ter  fabr ic)  should be temporar i ly
p ' laced at  construct ion s i tes to preclude si l t  movement into waterways. A1so,
temporary s i l t  sediment t raps shouid be p ' laced immediately downstream from
st ream cross ing  po in ts .

Construct ion in areas distal  to Utah Highway 3I  should be t imed to avoid the
big game partur i t ion per iod ( t ' lay 15 through-July 5).  l , l inter ing e1k need to be
protected from disturbance along the remote power l ine routes between December
I  and Apr i l  15 .  Low leve l  he l i iop ter  f f igh t i ,  opera t ion  o f  heavy  equ ipment
and on- the-ground presence o f  humans are  espec ia l l y  a la rming  to  w i ld l i fe .
D is tu rbance to  w i ld l i fe  f rom cons t ruc t ion  a long U-31 is  no t  an  issue due to
a' l ready exist ing impacts f rom the highway.
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t ransmiss ion  l ine  be tween Mi l l  Fork  Canyon
Crandal l  Canyon (Genwal l  Coa' l  Mine) in the
is of fered for your considerat ion.

Each o f  the  a l te rna t ive  over land power  l ine  rou tes  tha t  c ross  l ' | i l l  Fork
l ie  w i th in  a  one/ha l f  m i le  rad ius-bu f fe r  zone necessary  to  p ro tec t  known
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eagle.nests (note attached map and Table). Typical ly,  the eagles occupy their
nest terrltory between Februaiy I and Juiy 15.' Constiuction ilust avoid-the
nest territories (when active)- and their 

-buffer 
zones. Determination of nest

status i t  ! l ,g appl icant 's resionsibi l i ty.  Due to the remoteness and
inaccessibi l i ty-of_the nestsr 'a hel icopier may be necessary to establ ish nest
status. Such should be done'in mid l,lay. 0n-ihe-ground obiervations require
lengthy periods of viewing from outsidi the buffei zones to'make an assessment
of nest act ivi ty. Regardless of technique, a qual i f ied raptor ecologist must
perform the work undei authorizat ion of 'a Oivision "Cert i f icate of
Registrat iot! ' .  A_Division raptor ecologist could be made avai lable for a
company funded helicopter assbssment, bIt the time corunitment for other
assessment techniques exceeds our abi l i ty to assist"

All electric transmission Iine support towers should be designed to safeguard
raptors from electrocution.

No new roads shoul-d be developed, If any are necessary, they should be
permanently c ' losed once the eiectr ic l in! is instal ' led.-

Al l  disturbed areas need to be revegetated. Emphasis on expedit ious soi l
s tab i l izat ion is .essent ia l  in ,  or  p iox imal  to  f iood p la ins. '  Forage
requirements of big game, especial iy wintering elk, ihould be addiessed by
seed prescript ion.

Ira, the Division would prefer the buried al ignment along U-31. An overhead
al ignment in the same coi"r idor is acceptable,-also. The-overland al ignrirents
that cross l ' l i l l  Fork Ridge al l  pose coi l is ion hazards for raptors. T6ere is
no reasonable mit igat ion for this si tuat ion.

Thank you for an opportunity to review and provide comment.

Sincerely,

Lamy B. Dalton
lli I dI i fe Program l'lanager
Resource Analysi s/Habitat protection

LBD/dd

cc: Ralph Miles, Dl. lR
Clark Johnson, USFl^lS
Susan Linner, D0GM ....--



Nest No. Status as Ei ther Act ive or Inact ive

l8 l .167

181 .168

l8 l .169

l8 l .170

181 .  l7 l

1981 -  inact ive ( tended);  1982 -  inact ive; '
1987 -  inact ive

l98l  -  act ive;  1982 -  inact ive;  1986_ -  inact ive;
1987 - inactive (tended); 1988 - active

1981 -  act ive;  1982 -  act ive;  1986 -  inact ive;
1987 -  inact ive;  1988 -  inact ive

1981 -  inac t ive ;  1982 -  inac t ive ;  1986 -  inac t ive ;
1987 -  inact ive;  1988 inact ive ( tended)

l98l  -  inact ive;  1982 -  inact ive;  1986 -  inact ive
1987 -  inact ive;  1988 -  act ive


