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Dear  Me1 :

The Division of Wildl i fe Resources has been involved for some
time with Genwal's proposed coal loadout in the Mohrland area.
we have not had a chance to review the rnost recent proposal, but
we have discussed potential irnpacts to wildl i fe with the Bureau
of .  Land Management ,  u .s .  F ish lnd wi rd l i fe  serv ice and. ,  to  some
err' tent '  your off ice. These impacts center prirnari ly on Genwalrs
f irst proposal, but are impacts that should be cons-idered
regardless of the rocation of the roadout. The fol lowing is a
sulnmary of wildl i fe issues we feel should be addressed witnin tfr"
draft Environmental Assessment (EA) .

Tle proposed loadout area provides habitat for a variety of
wildri fe species. However-, construction of this roadout wir l
prinari ly affect big game and raptor species. rt is towards
lhege species that efforts to av6ia, mit igate and replace lost
habitat values should be directed.

The project area is classif ied as high-priori ty mule deer and e1k
winter range. winter is a stressful-t i ine tor Lig game due to
forage inaccessibi l i ty and severe weather condit ions. Addit ional
stress result ing from the construction and operation of this
roadout could result in signif icant impacts Lo wintering big
game. rn order to reduce inpacts to these populations, we
reconmend that construction of the l0adout ral ir i t ies occur
outside of the crit ical winter period, December 1 through Apri l
15.  rn  addi t ion,  the loadout  fac i l i t ies,  access roads ind
impacts to the surrounding vegetation due to blowing coal dust
wilr result in the long-term loss of a signif icant imount of
habitat. ft is iinportant that this long-term loss of irnportant
winter range be replaced through appropiiat" mit igation measures.
This can be accornplished through tnl ennancement of winter range
in other areas to benefit  thes6 big garne herds.

when considering the enhancement of habitat for rnitigation
purposes, w€ recommend that enhancement occur at a rate of 3:1 to
adequately replace the long-term loss of habitat. We recommend a
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3:1 nit igation rate because habitat that may be enhanced already
provides some value to wildl i fe. Simply enirancing the value of
that habitat does not provide an equai value to that habitat that
is lost due to the conitruction of the loadout faci l i t ies, etc.
rn order to replace the value of habitat that is rost, a greater
area must be enhanced. some potential rnit igation projectl
incrude pinyon/juniper treatmlnt, erosion/giLry co-ntr6r,
sagebrush enhancement, oak/mountain brush irealment, riparian
enhancement, rangeland seedings and prescribed burning.

The other issue we would l ike to see addressed is the potential
irnpact_to raptors. The enclosed map indicates the locit ion of
several raptor nests that could be inpacted by this project. The
location of the loadout in Genwal's ol iginal iroposal would faI l
within the recommended 0.5 mile buffer zone for the two eagle
nests and the great horned owl scrape. While the prair ie ialcon
eyrie sites also faII within 0.5 rni ies of the loadout, they would
be out of the direct l ine of sight of the anticipated
disturbances. Genwal,s latest lroposal apparentry rnoves the
loadout location outside of the buffer zone for the eagle nests.
rf this is tt ]e case then, ds long as the roadout remaiis out of
the direct l ine of sight for the prair ie falcon eyries, the
potential for irnpacts to raptors 

-should 
be rninimiled. The

location of these nests and. the potential for impacts to raptors
should be kept in nind if  other l t terations to t ire proposar
occur .

You requested that we inform you of any WSAts or ACEC's that may
be affected by this proposar. These aie areas defined and
managed by the Bureau of Land Management which fall outside of
our  jur isd ic t ion.

we appreciate the opportunity to remain involved with this
project. we would l ike to receive a copy of the draft EA for
review and for our f i les. rf  you have i i- ty qn""t ions regarding
our conments, please contact Ken phippen or scott Richardson.

Sincere ly ,
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Miles Morett i
Regional Supervisor

Copy: Ralph Mites, DWR
Mark Bailey, BLM
Paul Baker, DOGM

Enclosure
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