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April 15, 1993

Charles Rempes

Environmental Industrial Supply
4855 North Spring Glen Road
Helper, Utah 84526

Dear Mr. Rempes:

Here is a copy of the Erosion Condition Classification System which I said that I would
send. For your information, I have also included copies of three pages from the BLM Randolph
Planning Unit Grazing Management Environmental Statement from 1978. Please note the first
statement on page A10-1 that it is the BLM’s policy to classify all land being used for grazing
or which has the potential to support grazing as to its suitability for such use. I have talked with
some people from the BLM who have told me that this is still their policy even though they do
not have the manpower to obtain all of the information that they would like.

The Erosion Condition Classification System contains a statement that land with a soil
surface factor (SSF) of 60 or greater is not considered to be suitable for any land use. This is
similar to what is shown in the dichotomous key on page A10-3 of the environmental impact
statement. The EIS indicates that both the present and potential SSF’s would have to be greater
than 60 to preclude grazing. However, for the purposes of bond release, we have to assume that
the land is suitable for the land use at the time that bond is released, so a potential SSF would
probably not be considered.

Through conversations with OSM and BLM personnel, it appears that the best uses for
this classification system are to establish long-term trends rather than showing the amount of
erosion that is occurring at one point in time. Therefore, if you decide to use it, I suggest that
photopoints and transects be set up both in disturbed and undisturbed areas to monitor erosion
control each year through the bond liability period. As I mentioned to you on the telephone,
this method is fairly easy to learn and apply.

Please don’t hesitate to call if you have other questions.

Sincerely,

7oA

Paul B. Baker
Reclamation Biologist




