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Re: Modification Request for Resource Recovery and protection plan (R2pa, )-F{cot Prooertv
A-LWJ*Barrier and Northwest Mining Block, Crandall Canyon Mine

Dear Mr. Marshall:

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) received the subject modification request from Genwal
Resources, Inc. The areas requested for change at the brandall Canyon Mine are located on
Federal coal lease UTU-68092.

Genwal proposes to increase the size of the north barrier to the planned 6th East Mains off South
Mains from 200 to 300 feet. This would shift longwall panel #6 (gth East) south, which would'place 

the 8th East headgate entries at or beyonO tne S0-foot pioperty barrier boundary. In
addition, Genwal has planned a number of changes for the northwest coal block (section Sb1 tnat
BLM will address at the end of this letter.

The request for the barrier increase and the shifting of the mining projections south is a logical
adjustment to the mine layout. The 6th East Mains would have eouai barriers on both sides of
the entries and should adequately protect the main entries from the adjacent longwall panels. In
addition, the 6th East Mains will be better positioned under Crandall Creek. By so shifting the
layout, mine entries will be inside the 5O-foot property barrier as specified in € CFR 3/l8/,.ltiltol.
However, in this case, the BLM agrees that the'property barrier pillar is not needed, as the iand
adjacent to this lease is unleased Federal coal which Genwal has applied for lease. No other
interests in the land have been expressed. Should another party other than Genwal obtain the
lease, however unlikely, an agreement can be worked out as to the barrier left between adjacent
mine workings.

Further changes to the R2P2 were depicted in submitted plate S-2 for the northwest longwall
block. To address these changes properly, some explanation is required. Genwal was
authorized by this otfice in a previous R2P2 modification (dated 5129196]r to mine the 2nd North
entries parallel to the old lst Right north to the limits of the minable coal. BLM witnessed the
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north limits of these entries on inspection of the area on August 22,1996. The anticipated low
coal due to the sandstone channel scour was encountered. Development of longwall gate entries
to the west would then begin (7th West). The minable fimits of 7th West at crosscut 17 was also
witnessed on October 29, 1996, where the sandstone scour zone had thinned the coal down to
below minable heights. At the time, BLM authorized Genwal to halt the western advance of 7th
West and agreed with the beginning development of the 6th West gate entries. The configuration
of longwall panels 7 and I along with the corresponding bleeder entries would be based on how
far the 6th West entries could advance to the west. Though the submitted map (plate 5-2,
October 18 submission) shows some additional modifications, the above items are the approved
changes up to this point for the northwest longwall bfock.

To approve all of the changes for the area, BLM will need further information for iustification, such
as the reascns for the barrier pillar sizing and bleeder entry configuration. Though w'e agree with
the fundamentals of the changes that you have discussed with us, we will need this information
in writing as required by the regulations at 43 CFR V82.2 (c) (2). We have enclosed for your
inlormation a copy of an instructional letter that was sent some years ago to all coal operators
to cfarify requirements in making changes to the approved R2P2. Our purpose for this information
request is not punitive or to slow the approval process, but to assure that tre official lease record
has proper justification to protect all parties involved. Genwal's October 18 submittal contained
no justifications. However, we will still approve the 6th East Mains/S0-foot property barrier
modifications, as the justification for the changes were obvious and were discussed verbally with
BLM representatives.

The BLM has determined that the modifications in the proposed 6th East Mains and longwall
panel #6 meet the requirernents of the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as amended, the regulations
at 43 CFR 3480, the lease terms and conditions, and will achieve maximum economic recovery
of the Federal coal. This confirms verbal approval given previously. A copy of the approved mine
map is enclosed. Genwal is still authorized to develop the 6th West otf 2nd North gate entries
to the limits of the minable coal seam. Further justification is necessary for approval for the rest
of the northwest longwall block as was explained above. lf you have any questions, please
contact Stephen Falk of my staff at 636-3600.

Sincerelv"

PENfftS,pE *ii. fiuit$$
Area Manager

Enclosures ee#ng

1. Instructional Letter
2. Approved Mine Map

cc: UT-921, Utah State Office (w/encl. #2)
t |tatr Divisionot-Oil Gas and Mining (w/encl. #2)

1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801

SFalkks:1/29/97
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