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they gave it their all

Crew built
,access roads
when disaster
struck mine

Newrules lik
to whittle dor
influence mo
BYDTBYASsffi
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WASHINGTON
decade-long b@m for
rate lobbyists in Washin
showing sigrs of qr
dom, just 6 tougher c(
sional rules thrcaten to
the mu,ttibillion-douil
rry even more nst yetr

How much effmt th
have ls anyone's guess

The new rules m,
more detailed disclosr

will force cor- The co-fou
porations md oneolWas
hadegrouPs mostinflu€
toprovide lobbYingq
moreprcise says.ns In(

spending reacnlnq(

records md to take a I
l@k at who's lqbbyir
t]lem

Reports for slEnding
second half of 2007 are r
Feb 15 But uder th
rdes, which tale effecl
day, lobbyists md com
must now hle qui
reports

The lobbying reforml
as corporate spending
appetrtobeshifting Sir
tate 1990s, total expen(
grew by about B0 percel
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holes ln a fruitless search for miners trapped ln the crandall Canyon mlde. At one point, cooper almost drove one of the bulldozers off a clltf.

Bulldozersblazethewry
BY MIru GoRRELL
1 tu sult ktuI rkune

WELLINGTON
7Tl here was no time to waste. Six

I coalminers were ftappeddeep
I udergromd. Getting them

fresh air was imperative
That required boring holes into

Crandall Canyon mine from the top of
East Moutain, neilly 1,900 feetoiTer-
head But before a heala-duty drill rig

could be broughr in, a mile.long access
road had to be cut across the mou-
tainrop . at night, through two dense

stretches of for-

> Shane Campbell est md along

orafers'bio iron'. ruges wtrn

,bisron'.rio ;'f,T;'l;:0."' 
cipitously, rhe

dim light of a wming nmn often ob.
scuing the line between level groud
md open air

This perilous mdefiaking fell to
the hmds of a crew from Scmp Exca-
vation, a construction compmy in
Wellington

Omer Shane Cmpbell eyeballed
the route in a series ofhelicopter fly.
overs the day ofAug, 6, about 12 hous
after the mine's walls imploded on the
miners Stafting as dusk settled that
evenin8, bullduer dfivers Justin Coo-
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Call 2007 the year big business went green
Bv Bos KErrr

A-fter the hippies, the tree-
huggers, the poli.ticians and
the entrepreneus, corporate
executives are also starting to
figue out that the environ.
ment really is important

While 200? may go doM as

the yed of the howing crisis,
it cou.ld a-lso be called the year
that big business went green
Someday, that could prove to
be just as impoftant to the en.
vtoment as my social. or !o-
litical movement

Consider just a few of the
steps big corporations took in
the past 12 months:

> Delta Air Lines Inc be-
came the fust cdrier to offer
tickets tied to "cilbon olfsets"
that contribute money to
conseryation

> DelI Inc pledged to be.
come the greenest technology
company in the world ed go
"ctrbon neutral" by cutting
back on its emissions of ihe

gases that cause global wm-
ing, Dell said it would use
more renewable energy md
invest in enviromental
projects tromd the globe,

>Coca-Cola Co, made im-
provements such as moi€ effi-
cient lighting and inigation at

Se EllVlR0l{MEl{T, E2

Lnan HocfllN/nilru

Delta Air Lines, in an etfort to better the envlronment, offers ti(
tied lo "cadon oftsets" that contribute money to conservation
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Scamp Excavatlol owner shane campbell stands next to the
conpany's molile fleld otfice In the equlpment yard In Welllngton.

Scamp Excavation
owner prefers big iron'
ByMrru Gonnru
71utuIt InlnTrihm

WELLINGTON - What
kind of a narne is Scmp?

Shme Cafipbel hm
that qustion a fair mout
When he points out his frst
md l,ast mes, "sme psple
put it together Some don't."

Whatever the w, he ad-
mits, "it'B an odd enough
me that Imple do rem€m-
ber it "

It's esier to remember
the bigger his compmy gets
Sffip Exevation dnd its
trucking subsidiary, Seimp
Trmsport, have nore thm
100 pims of equi. pment that
ar€ wd by its 30 employes
on projtrts in Utal, Wyo
ming, Colorado and, to a
lessff {tent, Nevada.

And tlis isnt litte stuff.
Smp has a pair of ll0,mG
poud trackhoes, a doren big
bulld@ere mal a sris of 50'
to locton 1ffiboy" flatbed
semis.

"We rent [outl a lot of big-
8er eqUlpment thar most
cdppilies my sire A lot of
jdbe you ned big ircn," sial
Cagpbell, the kind of work
he prefers to "digging bas
mgnts md t'yirg to make a
living that way."

His mm h4ve ben bNy
in the oil-illi-gN fields nea
Prie, in the Uinta Basin and
mmal Plnedale and Kem-
mqu, Wyo. TtEy have
worked on Wasetch Flont
subdiviiions m far north m
Synbuse, irrigBtion projects,

fxh hatcheries md the Joy
Mmufacturing building j$t
up the NU from the "Iittle
hidey-ho" o. utside of Welling-
ton that Cmpbell calls home.

Havy equipment is *at-
tered all over his prcperty,
just like it was whlle he was
grcwing up nearby oh a
rmch mby hisfather, R.D

"I grew up on equipment.
We €lways had dozen and
backhoes md fam tractors,"
he sid. "I weldedwhenIm
a kid - built chutes, gates,
worked on equipment. A lot
of taining come right thm
at tle mnch."

After gnduting ftom
Ctrbon High School, Cmtr
b€ll sp€nt 12 ym working
for Alilalex Rbmures in the
@al mine remed Tows ai
ttr Mway EMS| Corp. ac-
quired it in 2006. He hatl a
heral of cows mal bowht a
backhe to rent out for side
work. But he found that most
who rented wmted hin to
roit.

"One thing led to mothtr
mdpretfy wn it was getting
to be long alays md short
nights So I sld the @ws mal
bowht more equiFmmt."
Thenhe quit themine in 1gg4
ad bougbt evm more.

"It was abbjnhF.Itmk a
Iot of debt burden on. ..
There were $mestuggles in
aI that, I hmw that for.sure.
But most all ofour equipment
is all paid for now ild ow
tlebt burden ls really nil to
what we own."

mtle'1p'tblb.com

Road blazers
to the rescue
With sit mints' liw hangiE inthe
balar6e, a Utah raad-Mvation ciew dA
s near-miraaulotts thi4g, csruing a rodd,

Urgency was
part oftask,
crew says
> ContinuedfromEl

per md Sterling Miller ex@,
vatedthe rud. Directing
them throwh the dtrknes
was ccworker Rs Malolo,
who walked out in fto4t .Ilash-
lishtinhmd

By dam, a lifeline to a pos-
sible lifeline was in pla@.

"lhey did some heroic
things," said Tom Lloyd, a
U S Foresi Senice gmlogist
who monitored their work
over a-threBweek period in
August, buildingthat main ac-
ce$ route md shorter ruds
to seven quickly prepmil
clrill pads. "lhey built mme
ftiads at nightthat wm hair-
mbing to alrive the ndt day."

On ode mmnless night, a
slepdeprived Cqoper nearly
drove his dozer over a ledge

But heroic? These guys, m-
Uves of Utah's @al comtry,
all shm that ac@lade.

"I just thowht that if I was
lbappedl in a mine, I'd Uke
somebody giving it the sme
effort," sid Milln, a 4$ytr-
old, hmw€quiDment olpra-
tor who grew up in the Emery
County tom of Cleveland md
now lives in Helper. "When
you're trying to help $me -
body out, that makes it alim
of (ike. Thb is what we do."

this is what tley did;

O.rgmizingthetask
When the alisaster call

(me, Cmpbell was about 40
mileb away in the Book Cliffs"
chepking the Iarge vents bis
mmpany help€dMmayEn-
erwcory bulldtorcmore
volatile methilQ gmftom its
Tow coal mlne.

By 11 a m, the banel-
chested 47-yearcld had
reached the oEce at the Crm.
dall Cmyon mine, also'a Mu.
ray Energy oFmtion Maps
\Ps€ sptead arc a tabtre,
makings ghowing the best lc
@don for bore holes But "nG
body knew how to get a road
into there," he sid

So the @mpily brcught in
a helicopier, and Campbell
clinbed aboard. Irr three
rcund-bip swings over the top

ofthe Wasatch Plateau, he
identified a mule that weaved
mud two rounded peaks
comected by a ridge with
steep drolrcfrs on both sitles.
Hls rcute then followed a
game bailtoaflat, high-
moutain plain that would
sene as the staging ilea for
building drillpads on slopes
below

wlth lives at suke, the For-
est Senice readily signed ofr
onthe emdrgency rcacl Cmp
bell made cell phone calls to
get traxsport tnrcks moving
bulld@en tothe starthg
point ir Cotlonwmd Caiyon,
at the enal of m existing dlrt
rud

Then be €lled C@per, 31,
of Wellington, one of hi6
longest-standing employes

with alnGt 12 yem of deeri-
ene driYing'icats"; Malolo, a
z7-yearbld equipment opera-
tor dnd rcdeccircuit bull
rider tom rual larence;
md Miller, who 6pent part of
July otting fi relines in the
Bmk Clifis toprciectthos
Tower mihe "gob gre wells"
frcm the explosive llanes of
the Mathis wiftlfire.

"Ijust flgued we were gc
ing to move the dozers up
there," saial Co9per. "We
ended up ttrere for thre€ntl-
a-halfdays."

Asdusk st in, Cmpbell
and his mql walked the first
stetch, wblch quickly moved
into a thicket of lm'f@t pine
tees, aspen ard brush They
talked about safew - l'We
dlaln't need mor€ Feople

hurt," the bos empha
but they all lcrdw that
ws ofthe essence;

"I've got to cmet
men on the effort. the
wilted to go to exten
Cmpbelleitl "trtwe
emerg€ncy situation, I
erybody wdemtood tl
gency ofgetting this al,
Tlldeguys mpr€tty
sive pmple ild $jere r
do what they posibly
expedite this md get d
rigs ir "

. It wtr 9:30 p.m md
pitch dark "by the tim
startedmovir-gdirl" (
beil r*alled. Being in
woods required exha I
"It's tough to Be thes

S@llEXT IAGE



> From previoru page Orangeville, sent up meals "You seen it in people's
with driver Randall Stilson, eyes every day," said Camp-
52, of Orangeville. bell. "Just no sleep, and work-

big old phe trees when you're "For the short amount of ing, and up and down the
pushing them over, which time they had, it floored me," rnountain, from the surveyors
way they're going," he added. he said. "When they dropped to everybody. you see guys
So Malolo stayed far enough over the ridge to the C?andall sitting down and the stress of
out front to avoid being hit by Canyon side, that's sbaight thinking maybe we could get
fallingtimber. up and down. It was a hair- these [bapped miners] some

Upon leaving the forested raiser," help. People who could have
area, they took on the rocky The Scanp crew eventu- had time to get rest, they
ridgeline, at one point creat- aily had time to catch a little wouldn't. They'd be down
ing a hairpin turn to cross shut-eye - in a pickup Malolo watching the,drilling.l'
over the top from the west drove up after the access road The implosion that killed
side to the east. was established. "We just three rescuers and iriured six

said cooper, who was in slept in the truck. we're far others the evening of Aw. 16,
the leadbulldozer creatinga too lazy to putup atent," ending the underground res-
path that Miller cleitned and joked Cooper. "After the sun cue effort, increased the inten-
compacted into roadway: comes up, you get your second sity of those involved in the
"we'd push for a while, get wind and are able to keep go- driJling operation - despite
out and walk and look at what ing."
we're getting into." All agreed Still, cabraps are not

dark."

increasingiy rainy weatler
that made road-building even

ing."
That was especial.Iy tue,

he added; ofMurray Energy.
"I did hear a lot of bad me-

dia on the Mruray group and I
think it was u4just," Camp-
bell said. "Throughout this,
they told me'Shane, if you
need anything more, just let
us know. We'lI get it to you,'
That was a really good feeling
to know they was backing you
that much on whatever your
decisions ate."

In the end, it was all for
naught. The missing miners
were never located. Their bod.
ies are still in the mine.

Until the rescue effort was
called off, however, "there
was always tlrat hope that
with every hole we would see
a man down there," Campbell
said.

"We put every effort in.
You always wish you could've.
maybe done more, but I don't
think there was anymorethat
conld've been done."

mlkeg@sltrlb.com

with his assessment that in "a . enough. When the fust bore tickier.
few spots, it was abnost better holes yielded no evidence of tlTtre weight FelI all on our
to do them at night because t}te missing men, rescue orga- shoulders. You could tell it
you couldn't see." nizers opted to drill into an- with everyone on the moun-

"When it was amazing," other area where the miners tain,,' Campbell said. ,,Every-
marveled Miller, "was when might have sought refuge. body tried stepping it up, but
the sun came up the next day When that hole came up emp- there was nothing they coufd
ap@@*{uwhat.9re\lrasrff. a!rmt!.0o. .
oanyons and you're thinking, and again, seventimes in all.'HoIy Crap.' " Added Malolo: Each time, the Scamp crew'rSome of the places I was I sprang into action.
didn't know it was that steep "It was no fault ofanyone,"
because I just had a tiny flash- Campbell noted, "but the deci-
light. Next morning when we sion to go to each hole was
got the light, I couldn't believe usually made at, in our terms
I walked ali over.that in the up there, at'Dark30.'Most of

Little sleep, little food
They reached the gentiy

sloping staging area by morn-
ing. But there was little time
to relax. All through the day
and into the next night, the
crew cut a road down to the
first drill site. Then the men
leveled offa padfor the drill
rig and a smaller rig delivered
hy helicopter
' With so much to be done,

they just kept working.
"There wasn't no sleep. It

was a nonstop ordeal - with a
Pepsi," said Miller. "I had
Pepsi for three days."

"Iate a Snickers bar,"
added Cooper. "After you get
so tired, food is the last thing
on your mind."

As the effort continued,
Campbell was able to bring in
supplies. The American Red
Cross started delivering pro-
visions to the expanding drill-
ing operation. And Food
Ranch, a grocery store in the
Emery Counff town of

tlese roads and pads was put
in at night, because during
the day, it gave us time to get
them suyveyed in, where they
needed to be."

Outonaledge
The most precarious situa-

tion involved the road to bore
hole No. 3. It skirted a ledge
with a 100-foot dropof.

About 3 a.m., "Justin w€nt
out and dl at once, juSt ev6ry-
thing disappeared in front of
him. He was out sitting on the
edge with the Cat justlooking
out into space," said Camp.
bell.

"That one ate my nerves,"
Cooper acknowledged. So
Campbell called it quits for
the night and they resumed
work at dawn.

The rescue effort's re-
peated setbacks wore on the
men - they knew all too well
how the passage of time di-
minished slim hopes for a
miracle -but did notlimit
their determination to press
on.


