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Monday, September 23, 2013

Walked the reclaimed USFS and SITLA roads to access the reclaimed emergency drill pads on East Mountain.  Slide 
area has not moved since last year.  Vegetation is progressing nicely.

Report summary and status for pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Division Orders, and amendments:

Date
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REVIEW OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS  PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

1.  Substantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.
     a. For COMPLETE inspections provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not
         appropriate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable.
    b.  For PARTIAL inspections check only the elements evaluated.
2.   Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
3.   Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performace standard listed below.
4.   Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

CommentEvaluated Not Applicable Enforcement

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

2.     Signs and Markers

3.     Topsoil

4.a   Hydrologic Balance: Diversions

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

4.c   Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

4.d   Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring

4.e   Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations

5.     Explosives

6.     Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches

7.     Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, Impoundments

8.     Noncoal Waste

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

10.   Slides and Other Damage

11.   Contemporaneous Reclamation

12.   Backfilling And Grading

13.   Revegetation

14.   Subsidence Control

15.   Cessation of Operations

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing

16.b Roads: Drainage Controls

17.   Other Transportation Facilities

18.   Support Facilities, Utility Installations

19.   AVS Check

20.   Air Quality Permit

21.   Bonding and Insurance

22.   Other
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Only a couple of thistle plants noted on the slope between pads 2 and 6.  These 
thistle were examined for the presence of the biological control weevil.  The weevil 
larvae was not present in older or younger seed heads.

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

Nine excelsior logs laid perpendicular to the slope were still in place.  The logs have 
functioned to hold back sediment.   Two of seven pine trees planted at the head of 
the slide were still alive.  There is little new vegetation emerging on the slide, but 
existing vegetation looked robust.

10.   Slides and Other Damage

Revetation on reclaimed drill pads and access roads  is vigorous. A great deal of rain 
has fallen this summer in Emery County.  The first mile of reclaimed trail to the site 
(on USFS land)  is in the shade and is extremely muddy.  The trail has been used 
several times by a horse rider (most likely a sheep herder), leaving deep tracks in the 
mud and destroying vegetation that existed on this trail.

13.   Revegetation

A subsidence crack on the ridge was filled last fall when the trail was re-established 
along the west side of the East Mountain ridge.  The crack in sheer rock has re-
opened and is about a foot deep and 4 inches wide.

14.   Subsidence Control
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Subsidence crack repaired last fall has partially reopened. 

 

 
Reclaimed SITLA access road. 
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Reclaimed Pad #2 

 
Native grasses growing on reclaimed pad #2. 
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Side channel below access to pad 6 

 
Head of slide area (Excelsior log #1 pictured). 
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Slide area (excelsior logs 2 & 3 pictured).  

 

 
Standing on Excelsior log 4 and lower slide area. 
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Looking up at excelsior logs 5 & 4 above. 

 

 
Standing on excelsior log #6 looking at lower slide area. 
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Reclaimed SITLA access road looking west at shotholes. 

 

Reclaimed SITLA access road looking east. 
 

 
Reclaimed SITLA access road looking east. 
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SITLA Trail 

 
 

USFS trail 

 
 
 


