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Division staff and UEI staff walked the reclaimed access road and trail down to the slide area just below emergency drill
hole pad #6.
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REVIEW OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS  PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

1.  Substantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.
     a. For COMPLETE inspections provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not
         appropriate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable.
    b.  For PARTIAL inspections check only the elements evaluated.
2.   Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
3.   Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performace standard listed below.
4.   Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

CommentEvaluated Not Applicable Enforcement

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

2.     Signs and Markers

3.     Topsoil

4.a   Hydrologic Balance: Diversions

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

4.c   Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

4.d   Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring

4.e   Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations

5.     Explosives

6.     Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches

7.     Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, Impoundments

8.     Noncoal Waste

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

10.   Slides and Other Damage

11.   Contemporaneous Reclamation

12.   Backfilling And Grading

13.   Revegetation

14.   Subsidence Control

15.   Cessation of Operations

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing

16.b Roads: Drainage Controls

17.   Other Transportation Facilities

18.   Support Facilities, Utility Installations

19.   AVS Check

20.   Air Quality Permit

21.   Bonding and Insurance

22.   Other
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To the naked eye, the slide appears to be stabilized.  Seeded vegetation is growing 
over the scar.  One of the planted pine trees is growing at the head of the slide.  (The 
rest of the seven did not make it.)  Several aspen trees have volunteered at the head 
of the slide. The excelsior logs remain in place and have retained sediment allowing 
vegetation to establish.  The slide will be surveyed this fall and stability/displacement 
information will be reported in the Annual Report. There was no evidence of local 
failure in the form of continued raveling in the cut slope at the point of failure.  There 
is also no evidence of movement in the failed material due to the additional 
surcharge.  No rills or headcuts were present or showed signs of forming at the 
failure face or in the failed material.

The locations of the seeps along the SITLA access road could be surmised from the 
racking clay soils in the area of the seep.  However the seeps were not draining water 
at this time.    The SITLA road was stable. There were no rills or signs of destabilizing 
along the length of the SITLA road

10.   Slides and Other Damage

Reclaimed pads at drill hole locations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,  6, and, 7 and the access road to 
the pads were well vegetated.  These sites were reclaimed in the fall of 2007 and 
2008.  A reference area needs to be established for comparison evaluation and bond 
release.  The Permittee was instructed to inform the Division biologist (Joe Helfrich) 
that a reference area is to be selected, so that he has an opportunity to participate in 
the process.  Vegetation studies for bond release will follow reference area selection.  
The site receives just under twenty six inches of precipitation annually, based upon 
the Skyline Mine rain gauge.  Therefore a 10 year liability period would end in 2019 
for the pads and access road.  The liability period for the SITLA road and USFS road 
would expire in 2021.   A small patch of musk thistle is present above the slide area.  
An annual effort to collect blossoms and destroy the plants would control the noxious 
weed at this point.

13.   Revegetation

The quarterly bonding report dated June 30, 2014 specifies that three surety bonds 
($286,196, $95,279, $25800) with Rockwood Casualty Insurance Company, totaling  
$407,275, was posted in 2011 for reclamation of the emergency drill holes and 
access roads.   Phase I Bond Release approved on 3/25/13 authorizing the Surety 
Bond release of bond sureties ISM-2953 and ISM-2954 ($95,279 and $25,800).  
Bond ISB-2952 was reduced from $289,196 to $162,192 effective 3/25/13.

21.   Bonding and Insurance
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East Mountain Trail 085 in 2014 above and in 2012 below 

  

 Point where new trail 085 diverges from reclaimed SITLA land 
onto west side of ridge in 2014 and at right in 2012. 

Reclaimed road in meadow above in 2012 and below in 2014. 

Trail within USFS managed lands in 2012 
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  Pad #2 in 2012 above and in 2014 below
Repaired subsidence crack where trail diverges above in 2012  
and below in 2014. 

  

Pad #6 in 2012 above and in 2014 right. 
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Slide area across reclaimed road, below Pad #6 in 2012  above and 
2014 below           

 

Slide area location in September 2014.  

 

  

 
Looking up at slide area Sept. 2014. 

 
One lone pine survived out of 7 planted.  

 
Aspens are regenerating on the head of the slide. 
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