






Proposed U.S. Forest Service Special Use Permit 
for the Crandall Canyon Mines’ Surface Facilities 

 
Introduction 
UtahAmerican Energy, Inc. is requesting a Special Use Permit for the northern portion of the 
surface facilities at the Crandall Canyon Mines (UDOGM Permit Number C/015/032), located 
within the Manti-La Sal National Forest.  The mine site is positioned in northwest Emery 
County, Utah.  After recent federal lease relinquishments, UtahAmerican Energy has learned that 
we no longer have the legal right to enter the northern portion of our surface facilities at the 
Crandall Canyon mine complex.  These facilities are currently maintained by UtahAmerican 
Energy and used for operations to dewater the Crandall Canyon Mine.  After discussions with the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the Utah Department of Oil, Gas and Mining 
(UDOGM), it was determined that a special use permit from the U.S. Forest Service is needed by 
UtahAmerican Energy to continue use of the northern portion of the existing facilities. 
 
History 
Coal mining has been conducted in Crandall Canyon since 1939, with a lull from 1955 to 1983.  
In 1997, a major expansion of the surface facilities was performed in order to accommodate 
longwall mining at the Crandall Canyon #1 Mine by Genwal Resources, Inc.  A second mine, the 
South Crandall Canyon Mine, commenced mining operations shortly thereafter in the southern 
slope of Crandall Canyon.  The Crandall Canyon #1 and South Crandall Canyon Mines utilized 
the same surface facilities for their respective operations.  Due to economic conditions, the South 
Crandall Canyon mine was idled in 2006, while the Crandall Canyon Mine continued mining 
operations. 
 
 In 2006, UtahAmerican Energy, Inc. acquired several local mines, including the Crandall 
Canyon Mines.  UtahAmerican Energy continued mining operations at the Crandall Canyon site 
until August 2007, when an accident forced the closure of the Crandall Canyon #1 Mine.   
 
In 2013, UtahAmerican Energy, Inc. relinquished all of the federal and state coal leases related to 
the Crandall Canyon #1 Mine, while retaining the coal leases for the South Crandall Mine, which 
has been renamed the Princess Mine.  When the federal coal leases for the Crandall Canyon #1 
Mine were relinquished by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), the surface rights to the 
northern portion of the surface facilities and disturbance reverted back to the U.S. Forest Service.  
Due to circumstances beyond our control, the legal right to access the north portion of the 
surface facilities was included in the relinquishment, and UtahAmerican Energy’s right to access 
and maintain the north portion of the Crandall Canyon Mines’ surface facilities was removed.  
All entities involved with the lease relinquishments believed the surface facilities were excluded 
from the relinquishment, and UtahAmerican Energy would maintain the legal right to access and 
utilize the existing facilities.  In reality, UtahAmerican Energy lost the legal right to enter our 
facilities due to these relinquishments.   
 
Summary and Conclusion 
Coal mining operations in Crandall Canyon, Utah have been occurring since 1939, with a major 
expansion of the surface facilities in 1997.  The existing surface facilities utilized by two 
separate mines have been in existence for nearly twenty years.  Recently, UtahAmerican Energy, 



Inc. has learned that we no longer have the legal right to enter the northern portion of these 
facilities due to an oversight when federal coal leases were relinquished.   
 
The existing Crandall Canyon surface facilities are currently used to dewater the sealed Crandall 
Canyon #1 Mine.  The northern portion of the complex contains the portals and water treatment 
facility for the Crandall Canyon #1 Mine.  Furthermore, several buildings and support facilities 
are located in the northern portion of the site.  This is the portion where we have lost our legal 
access. 
 
In addition, UtahAmerican Energy, Inc. plans to resume mining in the Princess Mine (formerly 
the South Crandall Mine) when economic and market conditions become more favorable.  At 
that time, the existing surface facilities will become vital to the coal production at the Princess 
Mine.  However, without the legal right to enter our facilities, UtahAmerican Energy cannot 
utilize this existing complex for its intended purpose, to support the mining operations.  Thus, the 
need for a special use permit.  Additionally, as the northern facilities are currently used by 
UtahAmerican Energy to dewater the Crandall Canyon #1 Mine, an expedited review for the 
permit is requested as continued operations are required.  
 



Proposed U.S. Forest Service Special Use Permit 
for the Crandall Canyon Mines Surface Facilities 

 
 
Proposed Legal Description: 
 
Beginning at a point located 310.0 feet N87°57’09”E from the quarter corner and along the south 
border of Lot 6 in Section 5, Township 16 South, Range 7 East, SLBM; thence N02°02’51”W 
300.0 feet; thence N87°57’09”E 1015.48 feet to the border between Lots 6 and 9; thence 
N87°57’09”E 89.45’ to the western boundary of an existing U.S. Forest Service Special Use 
Permit; thence S02°38’W 303.29 feet to the south border of Lot 9; thence S89°44’40”W 73.02 
feet to the southwest corner of Lot 9; thence S87°57’09”W 1007.20 feet to the point of 
beginning. 
 
Proposed permit area is 7.53 acres. 
 





1.  This area of the Panel 6 Bleeders was mined during November
1996 and January 1997 according to the revised R2P2 map dated
October 1996.  The Panel 6 area was mined out and sealed in June
1997.

TRESPASS
AREA

TRESPASS AREA SUMMARY

2.  In mid-1998 Genwal Resources Inc. retained the services of a
Registered Land Surveyor to investigate BLM concerns that the
location of the east property line in Section 1 had been
improperly located on the approved October 1996 R2P2.

3.  On September 22, 1998 the Registered Land Surveyor
determined that the location of the eastern property line in
Section 1 had been incorrectly located and certified the located
property line as shown, which resulted in an innocent trespass
situation.

4.  A trespass assessment was settled with the BLM on
December 6, 1999.  Genwal Resources Inc. paid the assessment
on December 14, 1999.  The Department of Oil, Gas, and
Mining issued a Cessation Order (CO-99-39-1) on December 14,
1999, to which Genwal Resources Inc. immediately complied.

NOTES:
1.  CONTINUOUS MINING AREAS MAY BE INFLUENCED BY
GEOLOGIC ANOMALIES WHICH MAY INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT
LIMITED TO COAL THICKNESS, COAL QUALITY, AND MINING
CONDITIONS.

2. NO SECOND MINING UNDER LITTLE BEAR DRAINAGE
CHANNEL AS PER LEASE STIPULATION.

3. SUBSIDENCE IS SUBSTANTIALLY COMPLETE AS OF THE
DATE OF THIS DRAWING.  ACCORDING TO THE 2014
SUBSIDENCE MONITORING REPORT, ALL MONITORING
POINTS HAVE NOT RECORDED SUBSIDENCE GREATER THAN
SIX INCHES SINCE 2012.
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