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 Also, included in this this appendix, are the approvals that were necessary for this project to be 

completed on lands managed by the BLM.  The 355 acre project area falls within the completed Upper 

Kanab Creek EA, thus once concurrence was obtained from SHPO to hand cut trees located within known 

archaeological sites BLM approval was granted. 

 

 With approvals in place the project will be available to begin October 1, 2013 and will be expected 

to be completed by November 30, 2013.  The work includes cutting all trees of pinyon and juniper species 

within the project area. This work includes cutting trees to specification, sectioning the boles to 48" with a 

stump height not to exceed 6".  This does not include lopping or cutting the stems from the boles of the cut 

trees, any pruning on remaining trees or any removal of material from the job site.  

 

Additional Work (05/16/2015) 

 

 Initial work was completed on the project October 10
th

 through the 12
th

 of 2013.  After assessment 

by the BLM (see letter dated 02/28/2014 at end of the appendix) they determined that additional work 

needed to be completed.  ACD will continue working on meeting the specification set forth in the BLM 

letter with a completion date of October 31, 2015 or eight (8) weeks after DWR or DOGM has confirmed 

that it is a safe time to begin mitigation work, whichever date is earlier. 
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2015 Sage-grouse Habitat Mitigation Project  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 For the 2015 Sage-grouse Habitat improvement mitigation, Alton Coal Development 

LLC (ACD) has proposed a rabbitbrush treatment project on neighboring properties in the Sink 

Valley Area.   The areas (Figure 1) being considered by ACD were proposed to the local sage-

grouse working group (CCARM) at the April 22, 2015 meeting in Panguitch.  CCARM members 

agreed that the project would be beneficial to the area Sage-grouse.  Farm Bill Biologist Curtis 

Roundy with UDWR/NRCS agreed to assist ACD with designing the most effective project and 

negotiating with the property owners to allow access to their properties to treat rabbitbrush.  

Ultimately the best project included some BLM managed property, thus it was necessary to put 

this project into the Watershed Restoration Initiative (WRI) data base to allow it to undergo 

competitive bid.  

 

 Rabbitbrush are very prolific seed producers and can be extremely invasive, particularly 

in disturbed areas. Management of rabbitbrush is difficult because it is deep rooted and sprouts 

vigorously after disturbance such as fire or mechanical treatments. Utah State University 

Extension at the SUU Valley Farm in Cedar Valley used a multiple treatment mower that 

windrows the woody debris, and then wipes a herbicide onto the cut shrub stubble. The best 

results have been achieved when treatment are performed after October 1st.  Although the 

project will be managed by Curtis, in discussions with him, it is understood that he will employ 

similar technics in completing this project with the completion date being prior to December 31, 

2015.  Archeological clearance will be provided by the BLM.  

 

 As can be seen on Figure 1, the total acreage proposed by Curtis is 467 acres.  Typically, 

when completing projects of this nature, small portions of the project are not treated for various 

reasons, therefore the final acreage may be less.  In accordance with the MRP, ACD is 

responsible for approximately 240 acres of mitigation each year.  ACD has chosen to fund up to 

422 acres of this project, once all mitigation has been met final approval,  ACD will have met the 

agreed upon 2,044 acres of mitigation required by the MRP.  Figure 2 shows the relationship of 

the 2015 mitigation to the previous years of mitigation and the Coal Hollow Mine. 
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Figure 2 




