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October 28, 2015

Richard L. Dame
1620 Georgia Avenue
Boulder City, NV 89005

Subject: Bond Release Concerns, Alton Coal Development, Coal Hollow Mine, Permit
C/025/0005, Task ID #4980, Kane County, Utah

Dear Mr. Dame:

This letter is in response to your letter dated September 8, 2015 and received at the
Division offices on October 13, 2015. First, I would like to thank you for taking the time to
write and for identifying some concerns that you have at the Coal Hollow Mine. Your input is
helpful in getting a better reclamation result at the site.

In your letter you indicated your concern that the land has not been restored to the same
contour as the original shape and grade. During our inspection of the site, this was examined and
there is probably some difference in the contour now versus what was at the site before the mine.
However, the standard for reclamation is to achieve “approximate” original contour (AOC) not
exact original contour. The Utah Coal rules provide for some differences and allow the
reclaimed area to closely resemble the general surface configuration of the land prior to mining
as long as it blends into and complements the drainage pattern of the surrounding terrain. The
reclaimed area appears to satisfy the AOC standard. We would be available to meet with you at
the mine site and go over the topography maps and cross-sections if you so desire.

Of course, one of our concerns for the reclamation of this area was the reestablishment of
the roads. The county road and the road to your property both had to be restored and be
functional. Representatives from Kane County were present at the inspection and were consulted
about the grade and final configuration of County Road K3900. The county was satisfied that
the road had been restored to approximate original contour and its original alignment. Please see
the enclosed letters from the Kane County Commission and Road Department. We do realize
that the road to your property is in a different location than it was prior to mining, but we
understand that the revised location was at your request. We would be interested in reviewing
any agreements you may have made with the mine in this regard.
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Per your request, we have also looked into your concern about the culvert under your
road being too small. The culvert is a 12 inch corrugated metal pipe. The culvert placement was
necessary to convey runoff to the south of your road, as the road is now built up. When we first
looked at it, we too were concerned that it looked quite small. However, upon further
investigation, we have concluded that it has been sized appropriately. The Utah Coal Mining
Rules only require the diversion of miscellaneous flow be sized to adequately convey a 10 year,
6 hour storm event. Our hydrologist has verified that this culvert will be adequate, primarily
because the drainage area reporting to it is quite small.

I hope that I have adequately addressed the concerns that you have voiced in your letter.
The coal program staff has discussed them. Alton Coal Development has provided additional
information as a result. We will be watching the reclaimed area throughout the bond release
period (another 10 years) and expect to see your pasture restored to its former productivity. The
company is responsible to maintain the culvert and control erosion throughout the bond release
period. We are committed to successful reclamation. Please keep in touch with us, so that we
will know how we are doing.

Thank you again for your involvement in the bond release process. Please call me at
(801) 538-5325 if you have further questions.

Sincerely,

-

/’(\J va\f K) “‘// Ad Ao

Daron R. Haddock

Coal Program Manager
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Enclosures
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KANE COUNTY COMMISSION

Douglas K. Heaton, Dirk Clayson, Jim Matson
76 North Main
Kanab, Utah 84741
(435) 644-4901

October 16, 2015

Re: Phase 1 Bond Release, Alton Coal Development, LLC, Coal Hollow Project,
Kane County, Utah, C/025/0005

Daron R. Haddock

Coal Program Manager

Division of Oil, Gas and Mining

1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210
PO Box 145801

Salt Lake City, UT 84114-5801

Dear Mr. Haddock:

Shannon McBride and Mary Reynolds, Kane County Planning and Zoning, Lou Pratt,
Kane County GIS Coordinator and | attented the October 6 field trip to view the Phase 1
reclamation that had been conducted on Alton Coal Development’s Coal Hollow Project
in Kane County, Utah.

We are satisfied that the backfilled areas have been restored to the approximate original
countour, and that the alignment of Kane County Road K 3900 has been restored to its

original alignment.

Kane County supports the Phase 1 bond release for the three areas for which the
Application was submitted. Those areas are identified in the Bond Release Application
as BRP1-1, BRP1-2 and BRP1-3.

Kane County Commission

76 N. Main St., Kanab, Utah 84741
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

If you have questions or comments please contact Byard Kershaw by phone at 435-644-
3094 (H) or 602-478-9621 (C), or by email at northrimconsulting@kanab.net.

Respectiully,
Digitally signed by Byard L

Byard L Kershaw kershaw

Date: 2015.10.16 12:59:03 -06'00'

Byard L. Kershaw
For Jim Matson
Kane County Commissioner

Kane County Commission
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Kane County GIS / Transportation Director
Fleet Manager

Louis L. Pratt Jr.
Kane County Courthouse
76 North Main Street
Kanab, Utah 84741
Phone (435) 644-4968
Fax (435) 644-4963
kanerds@kanab.net

October 16, 2015

Re: Phase 1 Bond Release, Alton Coal Development, LLC, Coal Hollow Project,
Kane County, Utah, C/025/0005

Daron R. Haddock

Coal Program Manager

Division of Oil, Gas and Mining

1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210
PO Box 145801

Salt Lake City, UT 84114-5801

Dear Mr. Haddock:

Multiple Kane County offices recently attended the October 6 field trip to view the Phase
1 reclamation that had been conducted on Alton Coal Development’'s Coal Hollow
Project in Kane County, Utah. These offices included Shannon McBride and Mary
Reynolds, Kane County Planning and Zoning, Bert Harris Kane County Roads
Foreman and Byard Kershaw from our Resource Committee.

All that attended the site visit was very satisfied that the backfilled areas have been
restored to the approximate original contour, and that the reclamation work will be a
valued landscape for the property owners.

Kane County Road K3900 is at its approximate location and proper alignment
and has been restored to its original if not better alignment and road base quality as it
once had been.

Kane County supports the Phase 1 bond release for the three areas for which the
Application was submitted. Those areas are identified in the Bond Release Application
as BRP1-1, BRP1-2 and BRP1-3.



