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Predator Control Plan  

 

Several species that prey on sage-grouse eggs, chicks and adults live in the Alton 

region including common ravens (Corvus corax), American crows (Corvus 

brachyrhynchos) and coyotes (Canus latrans). ACD will coordinate with the appropriate 

government agency to help implement a predator control program to enhance survival 

of the sage-grouse in the area. The operator will not conduct the predator control 

measures but will assist the appropriate agency with developing technical expertise to 

formulate a plan to implement such a program through the appropriate government 

agency. 

Restoration of Sagebrush Habitat (on-site mitigation) 

 

After mining has been completed, reclamation specialists will return the original 

grade and valley form to approximate pre-disturbance conditions.  An emphasis will be 

placed on restoring sagebrush ecosystems. Reclamation will include seeding similar 

plant species with comparable plant composition, structure and function as those of the 

original plant community.  PJ communities will be restored to an earlier serial stage of 

sagebrush/grass plant community and thus sagebrush/grass success standards will be 

applied per the Divisions request.  Final reclamation seed mixtures have been 

formulated to include forb species critical for survival of hens and their chicks. 

Seed mixes that are used for reclamation will consist of native shrub, grass and forb species 

that provide cover and food. In order to accelerate shrub re-establishment, bareroot or 

containerize sagebrush and bitterbrush transplants can be planted (in addition to sage-grouse 

preferred forb species) to enhance sagebrush ecosystem restoration (see Coal Hollow Project, 

Mining & Reclamation Plan, Chapter 3, Revegetation Seed Mixtures). Cursory surveys 

conducted on April 30, 2006 found that there is a low probability that a dominant invasive 

species (i.e. cheatgrass, medusahead) could establish on reclaimed sites. However, post-

reclamation surveys will be conducted for undesirable invasive plants. If a breakout does occur, 

mechanical and/or chemical treatments will be applied.  

Primary brood-rearing habitat in the Alton valley is associated with alfalfa fields near 

the town of Alton. Birds likely utilize these areas due to the availability of forbs, insects, 
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Revegetation success standards and postmining land uses at the Coal Hollow Mine, Utah 
 
COAL HOLLOW LEASE 
RECLAIMED AREA TOTAL LIVING COVER WOODY SPECIES DENSITY PRODUCTION 

 

Sagebrush/Grass(65) 

 

 
Sagebrush/Grass 

Reference Area   

 

10% of the total value in the Sagebrush/Grass Reference Area (1) 

 
Sagebrush/Grass 

Reference Area 

 

Pasture Land(7) 

 

64.50% (54) 

 
No woody species density standard 

 

1,100 lbs/ac (87)   
 

Pinyon-Juniper(65)  

 

49.75% (4)Sagebrush/Grass  

Reference Area 

 

 
10% of the total value in the Pinyon-JuniperSagebrush/Grass 

Reference Area (1) 

 

700 lbs/ac (9)Sagebrush/Grass  

Reference Area   

 

Meadow (65) 

 
Meadow Reference Area 

 

10% of the total value in the Meadow Reference Area (1) 

 
Meadow 

Reference Area 
 

Oak Brush(65) 

 
Oak Brush 

Reference Area 

 

10% of the total value in the Oak Brush Reference Area (1) 

 
Oak Brush 

Reference Area 
 

Meadow (Dry) (65) 

 
Meadow (Dry) Reference Area 

 

10% of the total value in the Meadow (Dry) Reference Area (1) 

 
Meadow (Dry) Reference Area 

 
NORTH PRIVATE LEASE 
 

Pasture Land(76) 

 

64.50% (54) 

 
No woody species density standard 

 

1,100 lbs/ac(87)   

 

Sagebrush Drainage(76) 

Sagebrush within the incised 

channels west of Kanab Creek 

channel (i.e. Sample Site: V-07) 

 
Sagebrush Drainage Reference Area 

(Sample Site: V-03) 

 

10% of the total value Sagebrush Drainage Reference Area (1)  

(Sample Site: V-03) 

 
Sagebrush Drainage Reference Area  

(Sample Site: V-03) 

 

Wetlands(7) 

 
U.S. Army COE standards 

 
U.S. Army COE standards 

 
U.S. Army COE standards 

(1) Can include shrubs and subshrubs. Rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus nauseosus)  

     cannot account for more than 10% of the total density. 
(2) Recommended index:Diversity for Forbs: MacArthur=s Diversity Index for forbs. 

(3) Recommended index: Diversity for Grasses: MacArthur=s Diversity Index for grasses. 
 

(54) This is the average total living cover measured for all Pasture Lands sampled  

      (see Appendix 3-4 and Volume 12 for Pasture Land cover data). 
(65) Postmining land use is primarily domestic grazing with limited wildlife use. 
(76) Postmining Land use is domestic grazing. 
(87) Refer to Volume 12, Table 43 for production information. 
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