
August 24,242L

Claren R. Heaton
154 South 100 East

Alton, Utah 84710

Dana Dean

Associate Director
Utah Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining
P.O. Box 145801
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801

Dear Ms. Dean:

My name is Claren Heaton, and I am part of the Heaton Trust that owns 20 acres of farm land in Alton,
Utah, that was mined by the Alton Coal Company at their mine. I attended the meeting held on August
4,2021, with D.O.G.M. and the Alton Coal Company. I am hoping that I could address some of my
concerns about the condition of our land after the Alton Coal Company performed their reclamation
effort.

J am concerned that the condition of the land as it stands is not suitable for farming. The slopes are too
steep, and they are not acceptable to the Heaton Trust for farming. We were told that the finished
reclamation would return the land to nearly the original contour; however, the land in no way resembles

the original contours with appropriate slopes. lt will be impossible for us to irrigate with sprinklers, or
even flood irrigate which is not reasonable with our irrigation system, with the current slopes. They are
much too steep to run sprinklers or any kind of wheel lines on the propefi.

The Alton Coal Company indicated in the meeting that they received approval for an amended permit.
They produced no proof or information except for one map. ln addition, D.O.G.M. showed not permit
approval either. lsn't written proof required if changes are made?

Another concern is that the Alton Coal Company replaced the sub soil and top soil before sending any
indication than an amended permit was requested or approval received. My opinion is that the coal
company was hoping to pull a fast one on some rural farmers and leave them land that could never be

used for farming again. The Alton Coal Company lawyers also stated that the federal regulations
overrode anything the state could do. I beg to disagree, and I cite the land use policies of California that
override those of the federalgovernment.

Even if this concern is strictly my opinion, as near as I can tell, the mining permit that was issued is the
same as the contract we have with the Alton Coal Company which states:

"9.06 Reclamation Requirements. Unless Lessor otherwise agrees in writing upon termination



of Alton Coal's operations on the Leased Premises, Alton Coal shall return the land to an

approximate original contour (AOC) and level, or near level finish grade of the land affected by
such terminated operations, subject to and in compliance with the terms of the mining permit.
Where permissible, the natural runoff will be maintained. Alton Coal shall fully restore all private
roads and drainage ditches disturbed by Alton Coal's operation as near as possible to the
condition which existed prior to such operation . . . "

Again, in my opinion, a private contract can and should be stricter than a prevailing government policy.

The purpose of the government and entities of both state and federal agencies is to insure that
contracts are lawfully and fully enforced. I have been hoping that your agency would be standing up for
the permit that was issued with no amendments approved.

Based on your ffnal decision, we would object to allowing the Alton Coal Company to change the
original MRP to an amended MRP.

ln essence as the land appears today, it is no different that the surrounding range land which has never
been farmed or irrigated. The drainage is a mess, and the top soil will be lost each time it snows, rains,
or floods. We were promised our farm land returned in the same condition as it was offered to the coal
company. lf the contract is not honored appropriately, we are stuck forever with 20 acres of non-
farmable land, many tons of lost feed for our cattle, and a repair to the land we cannot afford.

The Heaton Trust is counting on your abilities to right this error. You are the only ones who have the
power to do so. lt will be a shame to see our land left in this condition and the Alton Coal Company to
receive their S13,000,000 bond for reclamation they did not finish.

I trust I have not been too harsh with this letter, but something needs to be said. I do, however,
appreciate all that you have done for us thus far - all the time, interest, and inclusion which you have
given to us. Thank you for your time and concern in this matter.

Regards,d.4l,ffi
Claren R. Heaton


