
6/24/2021 State of Utah Mail - (no subject)

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0wRmsAfzzWylLiqvZi8AirY2qtyLPevhCeiYt2QOB2GUDiF/u/1?ik=b2057f09bc&view=pt&search=all&permthid=th… 1/2

OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>

(no subject) 
2 messages

Steve Christensen <stevechristensen@utah.gov> Wed, Jun 23, 2021 at 3:56 PM
To: Drew Christensen <drew@altoncoal.com>
Cc: OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>, Kirk Nicholes <knicholes@altoncoal.com>

Good afternoon Drew,

 

As requested during our phone call yesterday, I wanted to get back to you regarding Alton Coal's
(ACD) proposal to initiate work to address the negative drainage in the north private lease area by
placing additional topsoil into the drainage.  After discussing the request internally with Division
staff, there are a number of considerations.  

 

First, the topsoil must be protected whether it is left in place or removed, as required by R645-301-
234.230, R645-302-317.440 and R645-302-317.210 and R645-302-317.600. The MRP Chapter 9,
Section 317.610 , p. 9-10 describes protection of the topsoil within 30 days of stockpiling. Seeding
immediately after topsoil replacement followed by mulching is described in MRP Chapter 2,
Section 242.120 (b).

 

If the season is not appropriate for seeding the MRP allows for application of tackifier on stockpiles
(Section 234.200, p. 2-36 and Section 244.100, p. 2-42). Preferably, protection of the soil would
include the application of hydroseed (with a single species cover crop), hydromulch and
tackifier. As it's very late in the season to seed, the hydromulch would provide protection from wind
and water erosion. The application rate for hydromulch is described in MRP Chapter 2, Section
244.200, p. 2-42

 

Second, in order to initiate work to address the negative drainage, ACD must identify the area of
land to be re-affected and describe the scope of work to be done, written as an amendment to the
Mining and Reclamation Plan and updating that plan with a C1C2 form.  The topsoil and subsoil
would need to be removed, stockpiled and protected.   Four feet of topsoil and subsoil in this
location was re-distributed as prime farmland.  It was redistributed by horizon and must be re-
salvaged and re-stockpiled by horizon (A, B, C horizons).  Once it is re-stockpiled by horizon, it
must be protected in accordance with prime farmland rule R645-302-317.440 and MRP Chapter 9,
Section 317.440, p. 9-10.

 

A third consideration is that because ACD requested an Informal Conference, it's uncertain
whether more grading will need to take place until the outcome of the Informal Conference is
known.  Therefore, if topsoil and subsoil are removed and protected as described above,
redistribution may only follow the approval of the Division and after the results of the Informal
Conference are known. In the interim period, the subsoil must be treated with mulch or tackifier
(Chapter 2, Section 242.200, p. 2-40).
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In conclusion, a permit amendment, review period, and Division approval would be required for you
to remove the topsoil and subsoil to fix the negative drainage area. To be clear, ACD may not
simply place additional topsoil into the depression, it must follow all requirements of its MRP and
Utah law.  If ACD either places additional topsoil into the negative drainage, or fails to receive
Division approval prior to taking action on re-stockpiling and redistributing the topsoil and subsoil
as discussed above, the Division will initiate additional enforcement action (R645-301-234.240).  In
the meantime, ACD must take action to protect the topsoil in its present location, in accordance
with R645-301-234.230,  R645-302-317.210 and R645-302-317.600 and MPR Chapter 9, Section
317.610, p 9-12.  

Regards,

Steve

--  
Steve Christensen, Coal Program Manager 
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining 
1594 W North Temple, Suite 1210 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116 
(801) 538-5350 w
(385) 290-9937 c
stevechristensen@utah.gov 

ogmcoal@utah.gov <ogmcoal@utah.gov> Thu, Jun 24, 2021 at 6:51 AM
To: stevechristensen@utah.gov, stevechristensen@utah.gov

Your message 

  To: stevechristensen@utah.gov 
  Subject:  
  Sent: 6/23/21, 4:56:51 PM CDT 

was read on 6/24/21, 7:51:14 AM CDT 
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