
10/22/21, 9:35 AM State of Utah Mail - Permit 025 0005 Coal Hollow Mine Task 6435. Prime Farmland Topography.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zEkoWeMOvtRf1pCITt-862NSeH_JdTNgtX8iqFd2Nk0Wt_/u/1/?ik=b2057f09bc&view=pt&search=all&permthid=… 1/2

OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>

Permit 025 0005 Coal Hollow Mine Task 6435. Prime Farmland Topography. 
1 message

Priscilla Burton <priscillaburton@utah.gov> Thu, Oct 21, 2021 at 7:25 PM
To: Emily.Fife@usda.gov
Cc: OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>, Steve Christensen <stevechristensen@utah.gov>

Hello Ms. Fife, 

This email summarizes our telephone discussion on 10/19/2021 and outlines my request for consultation
with the NRCS during my review of a proposal to amend the final topography of Prime Farmland.
 
The federal rule and law governing our shared responsibility is 30 CFR 823.4 and section 515(b)(7) of the
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (SMCRA).   This responsibility is outlined in the Utah
Coal Mining Rules as well, which require that the NRCS "establish specifications for Prime Farmland soil
removal, storage, replacement, and reconstruction," (R645-302-317.210) and Revegetation and Restoration
of Soil Productivity (R645-302-317.620 et seq,). 
 
In 2016 and 2017, our agencies worked together to develop a plan for soil removal and redistribution on
approximately 45 acres of Prime Farmland and Farmlands of Statewide Importance near the town of Alton in
Kane County, Utah.  The location and surface ownership of the Prime Farmland is shown on Dwg 1-3 and
Soil Survey Map 9 (both attached), and outlined below:  
 
In Range 6 West, Township 39 South Section 12:
G. Ferril & Dorothy Heaton, parcel 9-6-12-1.
Orval & Greta Palmer, parcel  9-6-12-3.
Dean R. Heaton, parcel 9-6-12-2.   
 

In R 5 West T 39 S Section 7:
G. Ferril & Dorothy Heaton, parcel 9-5-7-3A
 
Throughout mining, Prime Farmlands and Farmland of Statewide Importance were both handled as
described manner as outlined in Chapter 9 of the Mining and Reclamation Plan.  Pre-mining, the farmland
was nearly level (1.6% slope) and irrigated (2012 photo attached).  The expectation of both the landowners,
the NRCS and the Division was that the Prime Farmland would be backfilled to its approximate original
contour with reclaimed slopes not to exceed 2.3%.
 
In 2021, the Division of Oil Gas & Mining issued a Notice of Violation to the mining company, because the
backfilling of the Prime Farmlands created topography with slopes from 2.9 to 7.11% slopes.  On site, one
can see that the land has a bowl shape with a drainage running through the middle of the Prime Farmland
(2021 photos).   
 
An informal conference was held and the Notice of Violation for failure to follow the approved reclamation
plan was upheld. Therefore, the mining company sent in an amendment to change the final reclamation plan.
That amendment was assigned Task # 6425 and is currently under review by the Division. In the amendment,
changes to the existing reclamation plan for the Prime Farmlands are shown in redline/strikeout version of
Chapter 9 and in the new Appendix 9-2 and new Drawing 9-1AB. The Division must consult with the NRCS
on this mining amendment as it may impact the overall acreage, irrigation potential and productivity of
Prime Farmlands and lands of statewide importance.
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In a separate email, I will send a Google Docs link to the above noted sections of Task 6425 and my draft
review of that information.   In my review, issue #4 is of most importance for NRCS comment and
concurrence. Please let me know if there is any issue in opening the Google link.

I look forward to discussing these documents with the NRCS. My review is expected by November 11th. By
Rule, the Division’s response to the Permittee must be delivered by December 13th.  Please provide agency
comment, before December 13th, either in the form of concurrence with my review or a separate agency
review.
 
I would like to meet on site with an NRCS staff member to walk the land and discuss the options for
improving the existing topography which is described by this amendment.
 
Sincerely, 
         
Priscilla Burton, CPSSc
Senior Environmental Scientist 
Price Field Office
Utah Division of Oil, Gas, & Mining
319 N Carbonville Rd, #C
Price UT 84501

office: 435-613-3733
cell: 435-609-1014 
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