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Mr. Ron Daniels
" Division of 0il, Gas and Mining
1588 West North Temple
Salt Lake City, Utah 84611

Dear Ron: -

At a recent meeting between agencies I
at the Convulsion Coal Mine, a point of concern was made by the

Office of Surface Management about how spoil materials were being
disposed of at the mine. Larry Damrau, representative of OSM, was
concerned about potential pollution of East Spring Canyon water from

the spoil material. We certainly feel that his concern is legitimate.
The limited area for surface facilities was a concern for us as resource
managers. To mitigate potential sedimentation and pollution of East
Spring Canyon Creek, we required that a 72 inch culvert be installed
through the entire surface area. Runoff came into the culvert above

the mine area and left below the mine area.

Precipitation runoff from the surface area where mining facilities are
located is channeled through a sediment tank to remove oil, grease, and
coal fines before being discharged into the canyon.

The Environmental Assessment Report prepared and approved by the Geolo-
gical Survey, the regulatory agency for coal mines on Federal lands,

did not recognize a need for a spoils material site. Southern Utah Fuel
Company came to the Forest Service, as the surface management agency,
for permission to continue the fill in East Spring Canyon as a spoils
site. We reviewed the request with various resource specialists, such
as hydrologist, engineer, watershed specialist, environmental geologist,
and reclamation specialist. Our conclusion was to continue the fill

in East Spring Canyon. Extension of the culvert would be necessary to
prevent spoils material from entering the stream channel. This site
would create the least adverse impact.

The other alternative was to haul the spoils material somewhere else for
disposal. If this were done, it would create another area where unvege-—
tated soil and rock material would have to be stabilized some time in
the future. Since the fill in East Spring Canyon will have to be
stabilized anyway, we take the position that this is the best site for
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the spoilg materiagl disposa]l area. Wé feel the fill can be’stabilized

nd Tevegetated to be Compatible with natural Surroundings.

Sincerely,

For

CHARLES R, ALLRED
District Ranger
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