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- Office of Surface Miaing
Denver, Colorago - ‘
Attvutinac Richn:d'ﬁdxiec :

YROL 3 Acting Area ﬁnnager, Pish & Wildlife S&rvice
Salt Lake. City. Utah .

SU&JECT: Reviev of 1981 Amendment and Aédendun to the svzco Nining and
- Reclsmatian Plan 82“9026

We have revicwed the above documents and found ‘them to be generally of
high quality. te have compared them to. the Utah Division of Wildlife

‘Resources’ (UDVR) data that we have on file and our own data, and have

attaehed maps showing this :oupatiaoa.

fAs a matter of reeotd ve fnuqd the data on big gawe to differ from that

provided by UDWR. As no surfece disturbances are planned, we belileve

kfthete differencern are academic. We recommend, however, that the Company
~aédtaan and attempt te consolidate data Erom ﬁﬂﬂk 80 that conflicts that
‘may arise due te surface activities sueh as exploration or suhsidence

moniuoring can be mitigated. ;

Euring the latter part of the 1981 raptor breeding season the FWS canéncted

_pest inventories Ia the vicinity of the permit area. Nests of ten

golden esgles (Aquile chrysaetos), one prairie faleon (Falco mexicaaﬁs),~

and two tdent1fTed only as inective stick nests were found within or

immediately adjacent to the permit boundary. The prairie faleom eyrie

- was active ia 1981. Although twe of the polden eagle nests were tended

in ‘1981, ‘meither could ba confirmed as to en attempt at nesting. An
active golden eagle nest ocecurs within 1 km. of the permit area beundary.

. This negt and the cluster of golden eagle nests adjscent to it fn
‘section 12 give ug seme cause for concern. There should be little -

conflict with the permanent facilities due to distance and topographic
barriers, however, Company use of the two track road or activities pesr
the site durimg the breeding season should be avoided if peseible,  No
stopping or prelonged activitiea should be allowed near the nest sites

when an active nesting attenpt or neat site selection is 1n pragtaas.;
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- and aamment on this mine plan. -

;Gu: 1nvanteriea alsb 1ocated activa golden eagle ayriee aﬂjaetnt to the ;

tain access road But outside of the permit area. Should Company aetivitiec

" be significantly increesed, or aigniftcan: vork be required to maintain.
" 7or improve the mecess road, the aituatioa sheuld be stuﬂied to detetminc
£ neatiug eeuld be impacted. : : ; :

vat wag aoted in the plan that the u&stern bluabird (Siglia nmxieena) and"’

Grace's warbler (Dendroica graciae) were located and presumably breed on .
tract. Should breeding areas for these species: be located, we recommend
that they be fully protacted frem Company-caused disturbances, We would

 be interested in the location of breeding aress for western bluebirds. o
o There may be. appartunities far habitat enhancemant it neat&ag cxvities s
: t'are lacking. s . o CL

4

‘Ub alae nnted that ‘certain fsncas mny be a hazard te big gane. muvaaents. :

- Although they are not associated with the Comipany's activities, wodification

‘of thesa te provide safe passage of big game may assist aveidance of the
s facilitica and haul read with teduced dangers to big game. We would

- also recommend an cftmtract donitoring ptogram for mule -deer (Bdaeoiiaus

hemionus) mortality along haulage ways. MNethods to raduce mortality are

- ‘available and should be implementad vhere problem areas exiat. We noted

the remains of ten deer between the mine and I-80, Ve would suggest

- signing, and yse of reflectors to wara deer of sppreaching vehicles
.~ where preferved crassing areas are identified, such ss within one mile

of 1~80 and certain ntretches of road 1n sectian 18} T. 2284, R. &E.

It was ‘not elear if any mitigation was cammitted iﬁ the eem@any 8 pi&n
for replacenent of surface vater sources should flows be interrupted or
reduced due to subsidence. As indicated im previous correspondence, we

do believe that these spripgs and other surface waters ave significant
to wildlife use of surrounding habitats. It vas ‘comeluded in Volume 6
~ under Aquatie’ Resources that flow patterms could possibly bde altared in
. the Nerth Fork ef Quitchupah Creek and several ‘small springs. We soligit
. a8 commitment by the Company to proyide eomparabla flows of alto:nativg ,f
sources of water dispersed in a pattern simiiar to ;he origiﬁal sourcgs .
: ihsulé shair flows h! 1ntattupted. R , :

. fIf ynu requira furthe# ciarificitiun of our eamnents, plﬁasu gontaet

Brune Waddell of this office. Ve agpreciate ths appartunity to ‘review

jsztachggnt‘,“

;. ec'_é DWR, Salt Lake City

2, ‘Cedar City o ,
s&lt Lskn City i P
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L1k high priority summer range as
designated by UDWR



LNTER MAPID FOR DISPLAY? WLDRECEKCY

wLDRECERCW

UDWR designated elk critical winter
range (GRID) overlain SUFCO designated

winter ranges
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UPWR designated high priority elk
winter range (GRID) as overlain on
SUFCO designated elk ranges
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UDWR designated high priority mule
deer winter range
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UDWR designated Timited value mule
deer yearlong range
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UDWR denoted sage grouse substantial
value yearlong, high priority summer
range
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ISN
Golqen Eagle (GE)
Pra1rje Falcon (PF)
Inactive Stick Nest ISN)
Cooper's Hawk-SUFC(Q éCH)
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Raptor nest sites occurring on the
SUFCO mine site. Sites include two
small stick nests, ten golden eagle
nests, one falcon eyrie and one
Cooper's hawk nest
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Location of a prairie falcon eyrie
(active in 1981) relative to
proposed breakouts
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Relationships of eagle nest sites with
1 km radius buffer zones to proposed
breakouts
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Relationship between 1 km buffer zone
surrounding the Cooper's hawk nest and
proposed breakouts
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Critical winter range for elk as
determined by SUFCO studies
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Combined winter range and critical

winter range for elk as determined
by SUFCO studies





