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Southern Utah - Subsidiary of
= // Fuel Company

Vice President & General Manager

P.O.BoxP

0 0 2 2 Salina, Utah 84654

(801) 529-7428
(801) 637-4880 (Mine)

June 4, 1984

Mr. Frederick C. Pehrson, P.E.

Chief Permits and Compliance Section
Department of Health

P.0. Box 2500

Salt Lake City, Utah 84110-2500

Dear Mr. Pehrson:

The TDS violations for NPDES point 002 reported for February and March 1984,
are the result of an unanticipated bypass. This is the first discharge of
any kind since the pond was cleaned in August of 1983. No further discharge
has occurred since March 7, 1984. We believe the pond acts as a TDS concen-
trator due to evaporation and the lack of discharge. Inflow into the pond
other than precipitation events includes softened wash water from the steam
cleaner building and a limited amount of water from the shop used to wash
down the floor. One source of salt in this water is the regeneration of

the water softener in the steam cleaner building. This regeneration brine
will be routed into the sewer system in the near future. We propose that
we monitor the inflow into the sediment pond on a regular basis for TDS
until a baseline is established. We also propose that we check the pond

for stratification of TDS values using conductivity measurements. These

two measures will help to determine if the sediment pond is acting as a
concentrator of salts.

The April TDS values for NPDES point 003 were obtained from the 1ab by phone
last Friday. The average TDS value for April was 550 mg/1 with no value

in excess of the permit 1imit of 650 mg/1. As Keith Welch discussed with
you on Friday, June 1, the TDS values as indicated by conductivity readings
in the mine are fluctuating. We propose to continue to monitor the ground
water conductivity within the mine on a quarterly basis. We also proposed
to complete a more concentrated localized baseline study of water quality
and macro-invertebrate communities in Quitchupah Creek to assess the poten-
tial impact of TDS variations in the creek. During this evaluation period,
we respectfully request that a temporary variance be granted for NPDES point
003 with the TDS limit set at 1500 mg/1. We expect the evaulation will be
completed by October. '

Sincerely,

UEL COMPANY

7
V.P. & General Manager

Enclosure

Coastal States
Energy Company

\}5“‘11‘2
9



. .
.o . 5
- et @ ‘

28 :
/\ Southern Utah Subsidiar of
\.;_—; /// Fuel Company Coastal States
==  p.0.BoxP ’ Energy Company
Salina, Utah 84654 o
(801) 529-7428

(801) 637-4880 (Mine)

MarcH 12, 1984

Mr. Steve McNeal

Public Health Engineer
Department of Health

P.0. Box 2500

150 West North Temple

Salt Lake City, Utah 84110-2500

Dear Mr. McNeal:

Southern Utah Fuel Company had an unanticipated bypass of the sediment
control facilities on Wednesday, March 7, 1984 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
for NPDES point 002. _The bypass was necessary to perform emergency repairs
on the standpipe of the sediment pond. The action of the 18 inch ice cap
on the pond had loosened the pipe from its socket in the concrete thrust
block and the pond was leaking around the loose connection. This condition
was discovered on February 29. The standpipe has been resecured in the
socket and mechanically locked in place.

Samples of the effluent were taken on February 29, just prior to bypass,
and hourly during the bypass. The results of the samples will be reported
when available. The total discharge during the seven day event amounted
to less than 0.5 acre feet. A photographic record of the event is avail-
able for inspection at the mine site. Verbal approval to take the correc-
tive action was acquired from DOGM's Sandy Pruitt prior to the bypass.

Sincerely,
SOUTHERN

WKS:cfc .

xc: Ms. Donna Franklin, EPA - Denver
Mr. James W. Smith, DOGM - Salt Lake City
Mr. Keith Welch, CSEC - Midvale




