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Permit Number: ACT/042/002 Inspection date: 10-17-86

Comments

4.a. Stream Channel Diversions:

No runoff was apparent coming from the site during the course of
this inspection, nor was there any water in the stream channel
diversions. However, water was noticed coming from the outlet of
the bypass culvert at the rate of approximatetly 20-30 gpm. This
point usually discharges at a rate of over 200 gpm. The water was
depositing an iron stain on down the creek bed from the mouth of the
culvert outlet. I later determined that the water had originated
from discharge point @01, inside the bypass culvert. I obtained
wvater samples at both the bypass outlet and the discharge point.

Regarding discharge point 001, the operator had indicated several
months ago(see inspection reports for 6-17-86 and 7-16-86), that
dicharges from this point would be discontinued because of problems
with iron concentrations. In a later dicussion with Mr. Mike Davis,
of Sufco, I was informed that a valve had not been tightened down
adequately allowing some water from the operator’s mine water
pumping system to escape into the iron pipe which discharges at
point @01. In any case it is still not the operator’s intent to
continue to use this discharge point, at this time. However, the
operator has indicated to me that the mine would like to retain this
discharge location for possible use at a later point in time when
mining production evolves to another part of the wmine. The
discharge point is still permitted under the operator’s current
NPDES permit, and can be used as long as the effluent limitations
are being met.

The Division would like to see the discontinuance of this discharge
point until the iron pipe flushing problem can be resoclved. In a
discussion with Mike Hercamer of the State Bureau of Water Pollution
Control, I was informed that, though his agency did not have a high
level of concern for the discharge situation, they would still like
to have the operator back flush the pipe before discharging or
initially dicharge into the sediment pond. The first few minutes of
discharge are when the highest levels of iron are encountered.

4.b. Diversions:
The operator has upgraded the riprapping along the diversion which

crosses below the first switchback on the east substation service
road.
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