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IN REPLY REFER TO:

3482
u-84198
(uT-e23)

Canyon Fuel ComPanY, LLC
c/o Ark Land ComPanY
HC 35 Box 380
Helper, Utah 84526
Attn: Mark Bunnell

Approval of Request to Continue Drilling Operations on Exploration License U-84198,
Muddy Creek Area, Sanpete and Sevier Counties, Utah

Dear Mr. Bunnell,

On November l, 2006,the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) received a request from Ark

Land Company, a subsidiary of Arch Coal, Inc., to continue exploration drilling on Exploration

License UTU-84198 issued July 17,2006. Difficult drilling and weather conditions hindered the

completion of C-06 last drilling season. Drill sites A-06, D-06 and E-06 were never attempted.

A revised completion schedule received April27,2007, detailing the activities to be conducted

on license this season, is attached.

Consultation with the Manti-La Sal National Forest, the surface management agency, reaffirmed

the need to survey the area for the presence of goshawks, sage grouse, and elk calving and

fawning (incubation) activity. A raptor survey was conducted by Tetra Tech, Inc. of Salt Lake

City, Utah, on May 14-17,2007. This survey, of the remaining drill sites on this and adjacent

license UTU-82202,the proposed flight lines, and other areas in which activities are proposed,

was conducted in accordance with an amended raptor survey plan approved by the Manti-La Sal

National Forest. No goshawks or sage grouse were observed within the project area (including

flight lines) and no wildlife issues were observed/identified within the area of this year's

activities.

RECEIVED
JUN 0l 2007

DIV. OF OIL, GAS & MINING

Re:



, The BLM approves the continuation of drilling on UTU-84198 pursuant to the license' 
stipulations already in effect. All drilling and reclamation activities must be completed by July
16,2008, at which time the license for this exploration will expire.

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA), Office of the
Secretary, in accordance with the regulations contained in 43 CFR Part 4, and the enclosed Form
I 842- l . If an appeal is taken, your notice of appeal must be filed in this offrce (at the above
address) within 30 days from receipt of this decision. The appellant has the burden of showing
that the decision appealed from is in error.

ltlnrs i ir,hL{'S
Chief, Branch of Solid Minerals

Enclosure
1. Form 1842-1

cc: District Ranger, Ferron/Price Ranger District, Manti-ta Sal National Forest
Forest Supervisor, Manti-La Sal National Forest
Director of Mining, Utah Division of Oil Gas and Mining
Field Office Manager, Price Field Office

2007 Muddy License plan UTU-84198 5-21-07 GH-SA
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Skyline Mines
HC35Box 380
Helper, Utah 84526
435-448-2633

Apr.23,2007

Mr. Gregg Hudson
Bureau of Land Management
Utah State Office
PO Box 45155
Salt Lake city, utah 84145-0155

Re: Continuation of drilling operations, Muddy Exploration License UTU-82202 (tlole

E-05), and Muddy Exploration License UTU-84198 (Holes A-06, C-06, and D-06), Plan
Summary

Dear Gregg:

As per our discussion, the following is a summary plan for resumption and continuation
of operations on Exploration Licenses UTU-82202 and UTU-84198 in the Muddy area.
A map of the plan is attached (Map 1).

1. Hole C:06 will be continued (redrilled) with a smaller truck-mounted wireline core
rig. Since most of the waterline for C-06 is still in place we will likely set a pump via
helicopter in Muddy Creek at the permitted location and continue providing water to C-
06 as last year. To minimize traffic on the Big Ridge access route, particularly in wet
conditions, some helicopter support will be utilized for moving of drill rod and other
supplies to C-06. Upon completion of drilling, reclamation activities on Big Ridge will
commence as permitted.

2. Hole E-05 will be continued with a skid-mounted wireline core rig the same as last
year. This year we plan to set and support the rig with helicopter. We plan to continue
traveling to the site along the temporary access route until the hole is completed. The
access route will be reclaimed upon completion as per the permitted plan.

3. Hole D-06 will be drilled entirely with helicopter support. The cunently-permitted
access route will not be constructed. Waterline will be placed via helicopter and/or
horse.

4. Hole A-06 will be drilled with helicopter support. The currently-permitted access
route will not be constructed. We plan to utilize ATV's on the existing two-track trail for
general access to the rig. Water will be pumped to the site from Quitchupah Creek. If,
due to the low water year, Quitchupah Creek does not contain suflicient water, we will
haul water from the frap tank at Muddy Creek to the tank at Quitchupah Creek for hole

/- a

Ark Land ComPanY
c,/o Canyon Fuel Co., LLC



A-06. Upon completion, the existing trail to ,4.-06 will be reclaimed as per the permitted
plan

5. Upon completion of the various hole locations, reclamation and waterline recovery
will commence.

Up to two drill rigs will be utilized simultaneously. The currently planned drilling
sequence is as follows:

1) Hole C-06 (truck rig) and Hole E-05 (heli-rig) drilled first
2) Upon completion of E-05, heli-rig moves to D-06
3) Upon completion of C-06, truck rig moved offand Big Ridge reclamation begins
4) Second heli-rig moved onto A-06 to be run by C-06 drill crew.

lt is possible that holes E-05 and D-06 will not be drilled. In that event, the alternate
waterline route to C-06 from Quitchupah creek may be utilized (Map 1).

Helicopter support will be utilized as much as possible to minimize hauling of heavy
loads across the Big Ridge access route as well as eliminate the need for construction of
access routes to D-O6 andA-06.

If you have questions, please call me at 435-448-2633 (Skyline) or 435-286-M03
(Sufco).

Sincerely,

Mark Bunnell
Geologist
Encl.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

INFORMATION ON TAKING APPEALS TO THE INTERIOR BOARD OF LAND APPEALS
DO NOT APPEAL UNLESS

L This decision is adverse to you,
AND

2. You believe it is incorrect
IF YOU APPEAL THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES MUST BE FOLLOWED

I. NOTICE OF
APPEAL... . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A pcrson scrvcd with thc dccision being appealed must tsansmit thc notice of appcd io tinre for it to bc filcd in thc officcwhcre it is requircd to be filcd within 36-days affcr thc darc of scwicc. rr i J."irioo is publisbcd in thc FEDERALREclsrE& a pctson not scrved witb thc dccision must ransmit a noticr or appcaii;i;. fc it ro be titca wirhiild oaysaftcr thc dare ofpublication (43 CFR 4.4 | I and 4.413).

2. WHERE TO FILE
NOTICE OF APPEAL................

WITH COPY TO
soLIcrroR...

Bureau of r-and Managenrnt, urah srarc office, p. o. Box 45r55, sali tj(c city, urah g4145{r5t q
Bureau of Lend MaiagcrDnr, urah srare office,440 wesr 2flr soutlr, suirc sm, ior urc ciry, urah g4lol
and
Regional Soliciror, Room 620r, r25 Souor srate s.ocer, satr l.kc ciry, urab E4ill

3. STATEMENT OF REASONS

WITH COPY TO
soLrcITOR......

within 30 days aflcr filing thc Norice of Appcal, Filc a complctc sratemcDt of oc rcasons w},y you te appcaling. This ,D.,"r bc
l1i;;1,:"i.":l',*_r1l;3f111*gl*_i:1::grof".;ii;;;;;-#;;;i; rnterior Board orr,aud Appcars, B0rN. Quincy streer" Ms 30oec, Arlingron, Virginia zzzol. riv."-i"lF;;;il#;:1"il;JnTT#Tili;tfll
Notice of Appeal, no addirionar staremcnr is accJssary (43 cFR 4r4t2 

"no 
l.lt ry. 

rur 'PPErrmg wncn rttl

and

Regiond Soliciror, Room 6201, 125 Sourh Srale Succt, Salr t-akc Ciry, Ur,ah g4t I I

4' ADVERSE PART|ES""""""""' within 15 &ys affcr each docurncnt is tilcd, each advcrse pargr named in tbc decisioo and thc Rcgimal Soticitor or Ficld

A"jril:r,sl",;n#1":.r.1"gi"111*.;,":"-y^:I"n l: "l-f,:i",*.-il, ;;;:1.*ttll1".py;i ii fr.. i*,* or Appcar,

5' PRooF oF sERvlcE"""""""' within 15 days aftcr any document is served on an advcrse party, filc proof of 0rar scrvicc with thc Unitcd stat6 Dcp.rtrmnt

i,1*"i"i$ffii:fl::*.*;:t"l1l'"i:*;::':iT-T,:::'-;i,hr-E*-;'i9'^N -q;i.'ilfi;ffi 30Gb, Ar,insto*
;I8i?5):rr* 

rhis mav consisr ora "l.tn"a o'egisterci;it "R;.fi'R.;;ilt;;:;;l"o;t'H;HHifil$t

6. REQUEST FoR srAy".'""""' Except wherc program-specific rcgulations place tbis dccision in full forcc and cffccr or provide for an automatic stay, thedccision becomes efrcctivc upon thc erpiration of tbe, tirne 
"rlo*.a 

oi ir;r! I 
"pp."t 

rol"o 
" 

p"iii-, r", 
" 

*y is rimcly
I**:':*::l* :j-,|ff :!:ll:!^\'.L9F,1121I ra.y",t ;ih;i;;q? loi,ioo for a sr.y of tbc enccrivcncss or this

StaodarG for obtaining a Stay' Except as orbcr provided by law. or_other pertinent regulations, a pctition for a stay of adecisionpendingappealsballshowsullicientjustificationbaseiono"ro["*iiiraia"ral: 
(t)therclativcharmothcpartics

i::i:::t T*il-",._"|*::"1J?-*-1n:l,p* of thc appenant,, *"".; ;; ,i; .",io] rrl thc rikeribood of inmediea anaincparable harm if thc stay is nor grantcd, and (4) whether'tf,e f"ui"lr-r"*" ir""^ ;]til ,t"":'";

:Jffirt!!ilj:Ht"T:il#ii:Jed 
vour appcal will be subjcct to dismissal (43 cFR 4.402). Bc cerrain that sn communications arc idantirrcd by serial

NOTE: Adocument isnot f i lcdunt i l i t isactual lyreceivedintheproperof l icc(43cFRa.aol(a)) .  sce43CFRparr4,subpanbforgeneral  ru lesrelat ingroproccdwes and practice involving appcals.

(Continued on page 2)



43 CFR SUBPART IE2T"GENERAL INFORMATION

s.. ln?t t0 where arc BLM offices locatcd? (a) ln addition to ihe Headquariers Officc in Washingon, D.C. and seven naliongl levcl iupport and scrvicc center's,
""ifU 

"""r.". 
I 2 Statc Offrces each having scveral subsidiary offrces called Field Ofliccs. Thc addresses of the State Offices can bc found in tbc mogt rcccnt cdition of

iiiitiazr.lo. The State officc gcographical areas ofjurisdictibn arc as follows:

STATE OFFICES AND AREAS OF JURISDICTION:

(b) A list of thc namcs, addrcsses, and geographical areas ofjurisdiction of all Ficld ofFrccs ofthc Burcau ofLand Managemcnt can bi obtained rr thc abovc addrcsses

;;;;y ;tr.. of thc Burcau of l,and Management, including thc Washington Offtcc, Bureau of Land Managemcnt, I E49 C Sbccl" NW, Washingon ,Dc' 2O24O.

(Form lE42-1, Scpterhbcr 2fl)5)
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