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i that one ambufance Wé have grown
to where we have; one in Emery, one
in Ferron; two in Castle Dale; one

Continued on PAGE 3A.

New

longwall for
i SUFCO

By DAVID ANDERSON, Associate Editor,
Richfield Reaper S

Josh Bone, Nathan Brower, Aaron Bone, Ben Jewkes, Aaron Brow

SUFCO Mine is moving into anew | Asa De Groff, Caleb Brower and teacher Lisa Brower visit the Progr
generation of mining technology.

“We are putting in a new longwall,” P -
said Ken May, SUFCO Mine manager. I
“SUFCO is receiving some of the best e a r n l n a
technology available.” |

Arch Coal Incorporated - SUFCO’s

arent company - purchased the
gew long'vvall)l n?ining system last CaStle Valley hOmeSChl
year. The new system will allow for
more efficient extraction of the coal
resources available at the SUFCO E mer. y Co unt.
Mine, May said.

“It's a tremendous vote of confi- By PATSY STODDARD, Editor cal newspaper the Em
dence in our operation,” May said. | ~ Progress. The student
He said the new equipment is a very When does the newspaper be- office at 410 East Mai
substantial investment, and will even come news, well probably when Dale to get a feel for tl
increase the valuation of the mine. the Castle Valley homeschoolers  involved in putting our
The new equipment is tentatively visit the newspaper office to see  per. The editor, Patsy |
slated to go into service in mid-Feb- just what makes a newspaper over the workings of t
ruary - pending safety inspections. office tick. The workings of a the students.
SUFCO’s current longwall mining newspaper office is not so much Who is getting mart
system is nearly 10 years old. what’s going on inside but what's s going on a mission?

going on in the outside world. things may be of inter:
: = Everything that goes on in Emery in the county. The real
Continued on PAGE 3A. County is of interest to the lo- with the people in the

Ferron ﬁremen host winter dlnnc

The Ferron Fire Department held a
fundraiser dinner recently. They are rais-
ing funds to purchase a multi-gas detec-
tor that will detect four different kinds of
gas. Randy Nielson, fire chief, said that
enough money was raised to purchase
the detector. “T want to thank everyone
who supported us in this project,” said
Nielson.

Members of the fire department served
chili, cornbread, scones and cake for the
fundraiser. The members of the Ferron
Fire Department are: Randy Nielson,
Jamie Nielson, Gayland Dugmore, Ja-
SR neal Dugmore, Andy Deto, Christy Deto,
f:-» . e DustinDeto, Brian Frederick, Eddie Deto,
These youngsters have dmner at the fire stat|on R

Firefight
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The system is the third gen-
eration of longwall equipment
to be used at SUFCO. The com-
pany started longwall mining
in 1985.

The first generation of roof
supports accommodated ap-
proximately 17 tons each, as
compared to 41.6 tons with the
new longwall system. The first
longwall was manually oper-
ated with simple hydraulics,

_whereas now it is controlled
through a fully electronic con-
trol system.

Longwall mining allows for
panels of coal to be taken out
in large slices.

The new longwall system was
purchased from DBT America,
and was designed to accommo-
date higher horsepower, more
capacity and wider longwall
panels, 1,105 feet. The old
mining equipment allowed for
a 930-foot wide face.

When the system is fully
functional, SUFCO will be able
to mine up to 5,000 tons of coal
per hour. Last year, the mine
produced some 7.9 million tons
of coal, May said. This year, the
mine is budgeted to produce
7.2 million tons of coal.

The system was ordered in
December 2005. It was custom
designed and manufactured
in 2006, with portions of the
machine being completed in

both the USA and Germany.
The construction of the new
equipment culminated in a full
scale compatibility test at DBT
America’s Huntington facility.
The test consisted of a “mini”
longwall, with 28 of the 168 roof
supports in use.

The new system has a higher
support capacity than the pres-
ent system at SUFCO. The new
roof supports 41.6 tons for the

-face shields and 47 tons for

the gate shields. This is ap-
proximately 20 percent heavier
than what the existing shields
are capable of, partly due to
the new standard of width - two
meters versus 1.75 meters.

The shearer portion of the
new apparatus is DBT Amer-
jca’s EL-3000. It is equipped
with 1,200 horsepower cutting
motors, and has advanced
automation to minimize the
operators’ exposure to dust. It
is designed to cut coal seams
ranging from 8 feet to 14 feet.
The shearer is equipped with
the latest technology, including
AC drives and on-board moni-
toring, and weighs in excess
of 90 tons.

The longwall face conveyor
system will be equipped in the
second panel with three 1,650
HP/4,160 volt electric motors.

“They are some of the larg- -

est motors used to drive a

longwall in the country,” May
said. This will be the highest
connected horsepower on any
longwall system in the United
States. The armored face con-
veyor system: transports the
coal at 360 feet per minute,
onto a 60-inch wide panel belt.
A large rotary crusher, weigh- |
ing 45 tons and equipped with
an 800 HP motor, sizes the coal
from large three foot blocks
into six-eight inch lumps for
ease of transportation on the
belt line. wo
The new longwall system, in
total, weighs nearly 8,000 tons.
In addition to large ocean ves-
sels that were used to trans-
port the equipment from Ger-
many, specialty trucks capable
of hauling 90,000 pounds were

used to transport the roof

supports. The roof supports
were brought into the port of
Houston, and then sent by rail
or truck to the mine site.
Electronic controls are in-

- cluded on each piece of equip-

ment, which allows the system
to be operated remotely, with a
minimum number of operators.
Extensive training is provided
by DBT America to help ensure
optimum and safe use of the
equipment. SUFCO Mine is
located in Salina Canyon and
employs several workers from
Emery County.

parking lot

lot placement and comments
‘can be made at the Ferron
office. -

est service was participating in
avalanche training.

The bids for the boat ramp
at Huntington Reservoir on
the Manti came in last fall and
they were muchzhigher than
anticipated. This will be a joint
project between the county
and the forest service crews
and it will begin later this fall

Nyman also reported the for-

work, but it remains a viable
project. o

~ There is a new ATV project
planned for a route from Mill-
ers Flat to the South Skyline
Drive along the highway.

The forest service has lost
their concessionaire and they
haven’t had anyone interested
in picking up this volunteer
job. These volunteers keep the
campgrounds open and clean.
These campgrounds include
Ferron Reservoir, Joe’s Valley
Reservoir, Indian Creek and
some campgrounds in Hun-
tington Canyon including Old

on a rental ﬁrogram which
includes the Seely and the Fer-
ron guard station. They invite
input on this action as well.
Nyman said some cleanup
work has taken place outside
at the old resort at Ferron
Reservoir, but they need money
to complete the cleanup due to
asbestos. There are two cabins
remaining at the site as well
as the main lodge. Ten of the
12 cabins were purchased by
area residents and removed
from the site. :
~ The asbestos will need to be

e 8aVen Tavssnand

removed and then the lodge




