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OGMCOAL - RE: North Water Mitigation Plan, Response to April 18th Letter

From: "Olsen, Darren G -FS" <dgolsen@fs.fed.us>

To: Daron Haddock <DARONHADDOCK @utah.gov>

Date: 5/18/2012 1:55 PM

Subject: RE: North Water Mitigation Plan, Response to April 18th Letter

CC: "Rowley, Allen -FS" <arowley@fs.fed.us>, "Lloyd, Thomas W -FS" <twlloyd@...

Attachments: Letter5182012.pdf

Here is our formal response to the North Water Mitigation Plan. Thanks for your patience and working with us
on this effort. Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions.

Darren Olsen

Ferron-Price District Ranger
Manti-La Sal National Forest
(435) 636-3586

From: Daron Haddock [mailto:DARONHADDOCK@utah.gov]

Sent: Friday, May 04, 2012 4:27 PM

To: Lloyd, Thomas W -FS

Cc: Rowley, Allen -FS; Olsen, Darren G -FS; Meccariello, Matthew -FS; April Abate; Suzanne Steab
Subject: Re: North Water Mitigation Plan, Response to April 18th Letter

Tom,

As per your request, we will extend our review on this project by two weeks. Please provide your
comments by May 18, 2012. The Division is planning a visit to the site near the first part of June and we
would like to have our review and comments compiled before that date. We have tentatively scheduled
June 6-7 for the trip, but we will confirm this as the date draws nearer. Thanks.

Daron R. Haddock

Coal Program Manager

Utah Division of Qil, Gas & Mining

(801) 538-5325

>>> "Lloyd, Thomas W -FS" <twlloyd@fs.fed.us> 5/4/2012 2:47 PM >>>

Daron,

As a follow-up to our discussion this morning, the Forest has not had an opportunity to look at the
mitigation plan in detail due to other time commitments. | apologize for the delay.

If we could hold this open for a few days we would greatly appreciate it until we have an opportunity
for internal review.

Also, | understand that April Abate is planning a field trip sometime in June? We would appreciate an
opportunity schedule the appropriate staff to the on-site inspection/meeting.

file://C:\WINDOWS\Temp\XPgrpwise\4FB65ABANRDOMAINNRMAIN100179616311... 5/22/2012



Page 2 of 2

Tome .Ug//

Minerals, Engineering and Lands Staff Officer
Manti -La Sal National Forest

596 West Price River Drive

Price, UT 84501

435 636 3596 Office

435 749 1658 Cell

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients.
Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains
may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received
this message in error, please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.
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United States Forest Manti-La Sal Supervisor’s Office
USDA Department of Service National Forest 599 West Price River Drive
=——— Agriculture Price, UT 84501
Foss Phone # (435) 637-2817
Fax # (435) 637-4940

File Code: 2820

Date: May 18, 2012
Daron R. Haddock
Coal Program Manager
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
1594 West North Temple
Suite 1210
Salt Lake City, UT 84116

Dear Mr. Haddock,

The Manti-La Sal National Forest appreciates the effort and spirit of compromise that has been
exercised by all parties in developing the North Water Springs Mitigation Plan. We acknowledge
the receipt of the plan and agree mitigation actions developed in the plan should be
implemented as soon as possible. A speedy implementation of the mitigation plan will help
protect resources available to wildlife and stock. We also believe this interim mitigation plan
should be regularly evaluated to determine if the program outlined in the plan will, indeed,
fulfill the requirements of mitigation. We feel that there will need to be due diligence given to
make sure adequate water is being pumped and supplied to the troughs, especially in the initial
years. This will take regular monitoring to ensure it will function properly.

With this in mind, there are still questions pending as to the bond this mitigation agreement
places on the principals. We would like to present our concerns and alternatives in a series of
bullet comments:
= We feel that the current mitigation plan should not be a final resolution to the
loss of water at North Water Springs, but rather a step in the right direction.
=  We believe the pump and amount of water being supplied should be monitored
bi-weekly to determine if the mitigation is functioning as projected, if not,
adjustments should be made and corrected as soon as possible.
= We feel that the riparian area at North Water Springs has been impacted due to
the loss of standing water at the site. Therefore, Riparian and wetted areas
associated with the North Water Springs should be measured initially and then
every 2-3 years through the year 2030 to determine if these areas are
maintaining their ecological signature or if they are declining in both a real
extent or vegetal ratios.
= Considering the progressive loss of riparian environment and sustained loss of
water anticipated in the future, some mitigation in addition to purchasing a
pump, solar panels and piping needs to be considered. We propose that the
mining company (SUFCO) as an alternative complete a riparian enhancement
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project somewhere in the Quitchupah or Muddy Creek drainages in the next 5
years.

= With the cessation of mining, SUFCO proposes a new pump, solar panels and
piping and an end to their responsibility which is a considerably easier and less
expensive avenue then was originally discussed. As originally discussed an
alternative source of funding through some mitigation bonding mechanism
perhaps should be considered to supplement the maintenance and replacement
of the equipment.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the North Water Springs Mitigation Plan.

Sincerely,

Q@f ALLEN ROWLEY
: / Acting Forest Supervisor




