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Wednesday, December 17, 2014

Checked in at the Office located at the SUFCO Mine.  John Byars accompanied the Division inspector on the Partial 
inspection.  During the inspection we had occcasion to meet with Vicky Miller SUFCO.

See the PDF version of this inspection report for photos taken during the inspection.

Report summary and status for pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Division Orders, and amendments:

Date

49

Inspector's Signature:

Note: This inspection report does not constitute an affidavit of compliance with the regulatory program of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.
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REVIEW OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS  PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

1.  Substantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.
     a. For COMPLETE inspections provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not
         appropriate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable.
    b.  For PARTIAL inspections check only the elements evaluated.
2.   Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
3.   Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performace standard listed below.
4.   Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

CommentEvaluated Not Applicable Enforcement

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

2.     Signs and Markers

3.     Topsoil

4.a   Hydrologic Balance: Diversions

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

4.c   Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

4.d   Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring

4.e   Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations

5.     Explosives

6.     Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches

7.     Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, Impoundments

8.     Noncoal Waste

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

10.   Slides and Other Damage

11.   Contemporaneous Reclamation

12.   Backfilling And Grading

13.   Revegetation

14.   Subsidence Control

15.   Cessation of Operations

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing

16.b Roads: Drainage Controls

17.   Other Transportation Facilities

18.   Support Facilities, Utility Installations

19.   AVS Check

20.   Air Quality Permit

21.   Bonding and Insurance

22.   Other
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On approach to the SUFCO Mine a sign was noticed by the Division Inspector posted 
on the pump house east of the entrance into the overflow sediment pond.  After 
checking in at the SUFCO mine office and accompanied by John Byars SUFCO the 
sign was inspected more closely.  The sign appeared new, but the plastic zip ties 
used to anchor the sign to a horizontal pipe appeared weathered.  During the 
inspection we had occasion to meet Vicky Miller SUFCO.  Vicky indicated that the 
sign was present on that building prior to the previous inspection and issuance of the 
NOV.  Therefore NOV #13158 is Vacated.  The entrance into the overflow pond 
would be covered on the east side by the sign on the building.  There is an older sign 
located on the west side of the pond entrance.  Therefore no matter what direction of 
approach used by the public there is a mine identification sign.

2.     Signs and Markers

The refuse pile (Waste Rock) site was inspected.  The pile appears stable.  No visible 
hazards were observed during the inspection.

7.     Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, Impoundments

During the partial inspection the coal storage/load out yard at the junction of SR10 
and SR24 was visited to discern if the operations includes crushing or screening 
activities.  No crushing or screening activities are taking place at this location.  Coal is 
hauled in and dumped into segregated piles according to the quality of the coal.  The 
same trucks dropping off coal were also observed being loaded at the facility with 
coal from other piles from which they were dumping.  No further information has been 
received from Division Management or Attorney's as whether this facility should be 
regulated do to the fact that it acts as a blending and surge pile within close proximity 
to the mine site.

22.   Other
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