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John Byars 
General Manager  
597 South SR24 
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Permit Supervisor 

Utah Coal Regulatory program 

Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining 

1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210 

PO Box 145801 

Salt Lake City, UT  84114-5801 

 

Re: Additional Pines East Panel Amendment, Canyon Fuel Company, LLC, Sufco Mine, Permit 
Number C/041/0002 
 

Dear Supervisor, 

 

The purpose of this amendment is to add an additional panel to the three pines east panels that were approved 

by the Division last year. Much of what was submitted with the original pines east panels amendment applies 

to this additional panel. Highlighted pages from the original pines east panel are included with this 

amendment for your reference. Please also see Appendices 3-4, 4-2, 7-1, 7-4, 7-18 for additional information 

submitted for the pines east panels that applies to this additional panel.  

 

Specific to this additional panel are a 2020 raptor survey and a 2020 archeological survey, which are 

included in this amendment.  

 

Thank you for your time in reviewing this amendment. If you have questions or need additional information, 

please contact Bryant Bunnell at (435) 286-4490.  

 

Regards,  

 

 
 

Bryant Bunnell 

Environmental Engineer 

 

Canyon Fuel Company, LLC 

SUFCO Mine 

P: (435) 286 – 4490 

E: bbunnell@wolverinefuels.com  

 

 

Encl. 

 

cc: DOGM Correspondence File 

 

suzannesteab
Text Box
C/041/002
Received 8/20/20
Task #6184





APPLICATION FOR COAL PERMIT PROCESSING 
Detailed Schedule Of Changes to the Mining And Reclamation Plan 

Permittee:        

Mine:       Permit Number:       

Title:       

Provide a detailed listing of all changes to the Mining and Reclamation Plan, which is required as a result of this proposed permit 

application.  Individually list all maps and drawings that are added, replaced, or removed from the plan.  Include changes to the table 

of contents, section of the plan, or other information as needed to specifically locate, identify and revise the existing Mining and 

Reclamation Plan.  Include page, section and drawing number as part of the description. 

DESCRIPTION OF MAP, TEXT, OR MATERIAL TO BE CHANGED 
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Any other specific or special instruction required for insertion of this proposal into the 
Mining and Reclamation Plan. 

      

Received by Oil, Gas & Mining 

Form DOGM - C2 (Revised March 12, 2002)

Canyon Fuel Company, LLC

SUFCO Mine C/041/0002

Chapter 3: Page 3-12

Chapter 3: Add Information to Appendix 3-4 CONFIDENTIAL

Chapter 4: Page 4-13

Chapter 4: Add Information to Appendix 4-2 CONFIDENTIAL

Chapter 5: Plates 5-1, 5-7, 5-10, 5-11

Chapter 7: Plates 7-2, 7-10
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lies between Quitchupah Canyon and Link Canyon is known as an elk migration route, providing 
transition to and from the winter range from the plateau top. There is no potential spotted owl habitat 
(Pines Tract Project FEIS, 1999). During a biological survey (Appendix 3-4, Tetra Tech June 2018) of 
the area done for surface exploration drill no new raptor nests were identified and the Northern Goshawk 
territory was deemed inactive.  In addition the Tetra Tech Biologist detected no threatened, endangered 
or sensitive species in the area, including greater sage grouse.    The panels are not within a known 
sage grouse lek and it was not verified if sage grouse travel through area above the panels.  Utah 
Division of Wildlife Resources designated sage grouse habitat lies west and north of the panels.  

Historic Raptor Nests information for the area:
322 (Eagle) - Dilapidated in 1998, not surveyed since
326 (Eagle) - Inactive 2001, 2007
327 (Eagle) - Dilapidated 2001, no surveyed since
801 (Eagle) - No found 1998
803 (Eagle) - Inactive 2001, 2007
804 (Eagle) - Tended 2001, not surveyed since
806 (Hawk) - Not surveyed 2001 thru 2006, Inactive 2007
810 ( Eagle) - Not Found 1999, not surveyed since

The area of the Pines East panels will be surveyed for raptor again in 2019 and will continue to be 
surveyed as described in Section 3.3.3.3.  During the raptor survey conducted in 2020 one nest was 
recorded (TT_30NoGo) near the area of the southernmost pines east panel. This Northern Goshawk
nest was verified as being gone. No other nests were found near the pines east panels. See 
Appendix 3-4 for more information. This area will continue to be surveyed as described in Section 
3.3.3.3. Pines Tract Project FEIS (1999) contains figures of Vegetation Types Figure 3-10 and 
Riparian Areas Figure 3-11.

South Fork Lease Modification
Wildlife habitat within this area includes critical elk calving area and high priority deer and elk summer 
range (Plates 3-2, 3-3).  There is no designated sage grouse habitat.  A biological assessment and 
biological evaluation for the South Fork Lease Modifications (SFLM) were completed in 2018 (See 
Appendix 3-17).  It was determined that no significant impact to threatened, endangered or sensitive 
species of both vegetation and wildlife is anticipated.  The SFLM area will be surveyed for raptors in 
2019 and will continue to be surveyed as described in Section 3.3.3.3. 
Plant communities and vegetation types in the SFLM area can be found on Plate 3-1.  If a seed mix is 
required to be used on soil filled subsidence cracks associated with mining that occurs within the area 
the seed mix previously used for the sinkhole repair and reclamation project will be used.  See Section 
34.4.4.2 for information regarding the sinkhole project seed mix.  Soils used to fill subsidence cracks 
which receive seed will not receive mulch or fertilizer.  Refer to Section 5.2.2.2 ( Correction of Material 
Damage) for additional subsidence information.  
Elk
The elk herd (#14) is a significant wildlife resource to the citizens of Utah and there is considerable 
hunting pressure.  Winter and summer range is in generally good conditions, but drought is an 
immediate concern (Big Game Annual Report, 1991).

lies between Quitchupah Canyon and Link Canyon is known as an elk migration route, providingp y y g , p g
transition to and from the winter range from the plateau top. There is no potential spotted owl habitat g p p p p
(Pines Tract Project FEIS, 1999). During a biological survey (Appendix 3-4, Tetra Tech June 2018) of ( j , ) g g y ( pp , )
the area done for surface exploration drill no new raptor nests were identified and the Northern Goshawkp p
territory was deemed inactive.  In addition the Tetra Tech Biologist detected no threatened, endangered y g
or sensitive species in the area, including greater sage grouse. 

, g
The panels are not within a knownp , g g g g p

sage grouse lek and it was not verified if sage grouse travel through area above the panels.  Utahg g g g g p
Division of Wildlife Resources designated sage grouse habitat lies west and north of the panels.  

Historic Raptor Nests information for the area:p
322 (Eagle) - Dilapidated in 1998, not surveyed since( g ) p ,
326 (Eagle) - Inactive 2001, 2007( g ) ,
327 (Eagle) - Dilapidated 2001, no surveyed since( g ) p
801 (Eagle) - No found 1998( g )
803 (Eagle) - Inactive 2001, 2007( g ) ,
804 (Eagle) - Tended 2001, not surveyed since( g ) , y
806 (Hawk) - Not surveyed 2001 thru 2006, Inactive 2007( ) y ,
810 ( Eagle) - Not Found 1999, not surveyed since
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The monitoring, treatment plans and mitigation of the cultural resource sites will be in accordance 
with the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 00-MU-11041000-017, and any amendment to it, 
between the USFS - Manti-La Sal, USHPO, the Advisory Council on Historic Places, UDOGM, 
and the SUFCO Mine located in Appendix 4-5.

Sufco intends to undermine portions of the East Fork of Box Canyon beginning in the Fall of 2003 
as they extract coal from the 3LPE and 4LPE longwall panels.  This change in the mining plan 
will change the required monitoring schedule in accordance with the Memorandum of Agreement 
for site 42SV2430/ML-3446 - Elusive Peacock which will be undermined under the 3LPE longwall 
panel.  In accordance with pages 11-12 of the MOA the required monitoring schedule of this site 
will change from Monitor Schedule A (Sites in areas that will be mined using full-support methods) 
to Monitor Schedule B (Sites in areas which will be mined under and subsided) requiring the 
implementation of additional monitoring of the site.  Monitoring results will be provided in DOGM 
Annual Reports. (2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, and indefinitely until movement ceases)

Historic properties documented in the Pines Tract area include 42SV2424, a sawmill, and site 
42SV2391 a complex of trash scatters.  Both sites are considered ineligible for the NRHP.

The Applicant agrees, however, to notify the regulatory authority and the Utah State Historical 
Preservation Office (SHPO) of previously unidentified cultural resources discovered in the course 
of mining operations. The Applicant also agrees to have any such cultural resources evaluated in 
terms of National Register of Historic Places eligibility criteria.

Pines East Panels - The area has been previously subject to many cultural resource inventories. 
Sites recorded within the search area are documented in inventories of the Pines Area located in 
Confidential-Appendix 4-2 (AERC, Pines Locality,11/2/1997).  SHPO clearance for the Pines East 
Panels is being sought in 2018/2019 following a review by the USFS and DOGM, see Appendix 
4-2 for documentation of the clearance.  Site 42SV2426 is the only prehistoric site in the 
immediate area of the panels and is considered insignificant. Site 42SV2426 consists of a lithic 
scatter of debitage (flakes, scraper, a projectile point fragment) on the rim of the Wasatch Plateau. 
As expected the artifacts scatter as encountered was isolated, sparse and of low complexity.  In 
2018 portions of Sections 13, 24 and 25 of T21S, R5E (Figure 2) were inventoried in association 
with an exploration drilling project, no artifacts or cultural resources were encountered.  The 
inventory report has been incorporated into Appendix 4-2 (Tetra Tech July 2018).

Additional Pines East Panel – An additional cultural resource survey was conducted for the 
additional (southernmost) panel of the pines east panel group. This survey encountered three 
IOs. The IOs were evaluated for inclusion on the NRHP and determined to be not eligible for 
inclusion. The report states that no further work or management is needed for these cultural 
resources. SHPO concurrence for this survey is being sought following a review by the USFS and 
the UDOGM. See Appendix 4-2 to review this report and the documentation of concurrence

Muddy Creek Coal Tract Area

Cultural and Historic Information.  Cultural resource information and maps identifying cultural and 
historical study areas are located in Appendix 4-2.  Cirrus Ecological Solutions, LC conducted

Pines East Panels - The area has been previously subject to many cultural resource inventories. 
Sites recorded within the search area are documented in inventories of the Pines Area located in
Confidential-Appendix 4-2 (AERC, Pines Locality,11/2/1997).  SHPO clearance for the Pines East 
Panels is being sought in 2018/2019 following a review by the USFS and DOGM, see Appendix 
4-2 for documentation of the clearance. Site 42SV2426 is the only prehistoric site in the 
immediate area of the panels and is considered insignificant. Site 42SV2426 consists of a lithic 
scatter of debitage (flakes, scraper, a projectile point fragment) on the rim of the Wasatch Plateau. 
As expected the artifacts scatter as encountered was isolated, sparse and of low complexity.  In
2018 portions of Sections 13, 24 and 25 of T21S, R5E (Figure 2) were inventoried in associationrr
with an exploration drilling project, no artifacts or cultural resources were encountered.  The
inventory report has been incorporated into Appendix 4-2 (Tetra Tech July 2018).
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