
MINE SITE INSPECTION NARRATIVE 

COMPANY: Canyon Fuel Company, LLC 

MINE: SUFCO 

PERMIT NO: C0410002 

DATE OF INSPECTION: October 7, 2020 

WEATHER: Sunny and calm 

Company Officials: Vicki Miller, Chris Hansen, Bryant Bunnell 

Division of Oil, Gas and Mining Official (DOGM): Karl Houskeeper 

OSMRE Official: Dan MacKinnon #554 

 

Overview 

OSMRE conducted a compete oversight inspection with DOGM and company officials on October 6, 
2020, which concentrated on a records review and site stability. No maintenance items were identified 
and the site was very organized, stable, and functioning as designed. 

No enforcement actions were issued as a result of this inspection. 

Records Review 

The records were complete and up to date. 

Field Inspection 

We began the inspection at the overflow pond. The topsoil pile for this area was stable, vegetated, and 
was surrounded by a fully competent berm and silt fence (Figure 1). The pond itself was dry and was in 
the process of being dredged of sediment (Figure 2). From this point we could see the main pond 
upslope. These two ponds are normally in a series, where the main pond first collects the surface flow 
which then drains to the overflow pond. When each pond is in need of maintenance or repair, the 
operator has designed a bypass system that can either send flow directly from the main pond to a drain 
that leads to a wetland, or send flow directly to the overflow pond and avoid the main pond. At the time 
of inspection the bypass system was in use, sending water to the wetlands and avoiding the overflow 
pond; the water at the outflow was clear and no issues were noted. The ditches directing water from 
undisturbed areas surrounding the overflow pond were dry, stable, and fully functional at the time of 
inspection. 

We then toured the main facilities upslope from these ponds. Due to COVID-19 restrictions requiring 
separate vehicles for all participants and the heavy traffic due to active mining and loading of coal, the 



tour of the main facilities was performed by driving around the site. All facilities were well organized and 
stable; no issues were noted. We were able to exit vehicles to observe the main pond from above and it 
was holding water, stable, and functioning as designed (Figure 3). 

Finally, we travelled to the coal waste site. We discussed its history and viewed from a distance as this 
site was also active (Figure 4). The site was stable and no issues were noted. We were able to drive 
further downslope of the site, exit our vehicles, and tour the lower pond. We discussed its size, which is 
very large for the just the active coal waste site. The operator explained that they have an option to 
place waste in the adjacent canyon and therefore designed the pond to accommodate the surface flow 
from that location as well. Overall this pond was dry, stable, and fully functional (Figure 5). 

Monitoring and Maintenance Items 

-Continue to monitor the site for stability and function. 

 

Figure 1 - A stable and fully bermed topsoil pile for the overflow pond area. 



 

Figure 2 - The overflow pond, which was in the process of being dredged. 



 

Figure 3 - The main pond as viewed from above. 



 

Figure 4 - The active coal waste site. 



 

Figure 5 - The lower pond of the active coal waste site. 

 


