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March 30, 1979
Memo to File:

RE: Utah Coal and Energy
Black Hawk Mine
ACT/043/001
Sec. 36, T. 3N., R. 6E.
Sumit County, Utah

On the afternoon of March 28, 1979, Doug Stewart and Mike Thompson
inspected Utah Coal and Energy's Black Hawk Coal Mine. The purpose of
the inspection was twofold; to examine three generators that the company
wants to offer as security interest, and observe surface hydrology during
snowmelt.

The three generators, described in the March 26, 1979 letter from Ms.
Peuler, were found in the lower shop building. The generators were not
operational at the time, but Mr. Stewart stated that they appeared to be
in good condition and could easily be worth the amount of the proposed
reclamation bond. It should be noted that Lindquist Boiler Company, 1374
South State Street, Salt Lake City, Utah, is presently repairing parts of
the generators. Ownership of the generators must be thoroughly cleared.

Very little snow was remaining on the disturbed area; however, snowmelt
from above the site was rumning onto the surface pad. This runoff was not
infiltrating into the compacted gravel pad as Mr. Charles Shanon claimed.
Rills were evident on the surface. Runoff from the lower equipment storage
area was flowing down the road to Chalk Creek at an approximate rate of
three gallons per minute. This runoff contained considerable sediment and
a strong oil sheen was visible. The runoff was somewhat impounded in the
undisturbed grassy area between the pad and Chalk Creek. However, it was
evident that runoff containing sediment and oil had flowed into the creek.
Polaroid and slide photographs were taken to document the occurance. Water
samples were taken of ponded water on the pad that contained oil and of the
flowing water. The samples will be analyzed for oil-and-grease and total
suspended solids.
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The Board of 0il, Gas, and Mining issued an immediate abatement
order halting mining activities on February 28, 1979. The Division is
presently researching enforcement measures that can be taken. In the
mean time, the Division of State Health will be notified so that appro-
priate actions can be taken.

K. MICHAEL THOMPSON
ENGINEERING GEOLOGIST

Vehicle - EX 68804 wm A

Total miles - 117

Man hours - 8

KMI/te

cc: Steve McNeal, Division of State Health

Office of Surface Mining, Denver

John Blake, Division of State Lands
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