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Summit Coal Company
P.0. Box 752
Coalville, Utah 84017

Boyer Mine
Utah Permit #43/008

Oversight Inspection
March 30, 1988

Participants:

Rade H. Orell, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement,
Albuquerque Field Office (AF0); Randy Harden, Utah Division of 0il,
Gas and Mining (DOGM); and Jack Blonquist, Summit Mining Company.

Mine Site Evaluation Inspection Report Form:

This was an oversight inspection therefore the Mine Site Evaluation
Inspection Report Form (MSEIR) has been completed accordingly. The
number 2 is at performance standard codes B, Mining Within Permit
Boundaries and D, Sediment Control Measures to indicate the issuance
of Ten-Day Notice (TDN) 88-02-107-2,(1),(2). Each is explained in
greater detail later in this report.

Items 29-31 on page two of the MSEIR address state 1nspect10n

activity. In each case, complete and partial inspections, the form 7))
indicates the inspection frequency has not been met. This is based on
the information in the AFO InspectyIomn Files. It may be that DOGM has ‘s

completed additional inspections for which we have not received
copies.

Introduction:

The Inspection commenced the afternoon of March 30, 1988 and
terminated at approximately 5:30 PM that same day. The weather was
cold and cloudy with light snow. The ground conditions were wet. A
Pentax IQ Zoom camera was used to photograph areas of interest.

Field Inaspection:

The field inspection included observations of the portal area and
associated facilities. We commenced the field part of the inspection
at the area immedialtely above the office trailer. We walked the road
on the east side of the area in ortherly direction to the north
end of the portal area. We thegizggversed the west side of the same

area in a southerly direction the west road to the point where



the road meets uU-133.

We noted that the operator is currently storing coal waste on the
portal pad area. DOGM is currently reviewing the operator's proposal
to create a coal waste disposal area. The requirement for a disposal
area was originally a permit stipulation however it is now being
processed as a permit revision. Until the Droposal is approved by
DOGM the operator is forced to store the material on site. Available
storage area is a premium at the portal facility. waste is stockpiled
in numerous areas around the facility. If on-site storage continues
the operator will be doing well to prevent runoff control problems.
For example the material is encroaching on the east diversion near
the culvert clean out described later in this report.

Diversion UD-1 - This diversion is located on the east side of the
-portal area; it diverts undisturbed runoff around the portal area.
The diversion is oriented north-south with flow in a southerly
direction. A buried 36 inch culvert is part of the diversion and is
located at the upstream end of the structure. The nid to upper part
of the diversion borders a land slide area. The slide apparently
occurred in 1986. It originated off the permit area with a large part
of the slide material deposited on the permit area across the east
diversion. The operator was required to reroute the diversion around
the slide. Work is being performed both on and off the permit area to
alleviate the problem. The mining company is not responsible for the
off permit area earth work. DOGM has apparently made the finding that
the slide was not caused by the mine and is therefore not the '
responsibility of the operator. Due to the amount of earth work
performed at the portal site it is difficult to ascertain if the
Company may have at least been responsible in part for the slide by
removing the toe of the slope that failed. In any event earth work is
underway to reduce the possibility of another slide. We also observed
that because of the slide sediment is being deposited in the
diversion. The operator has placed strawbale dikes downstream of the
diversion outfall to alleviate the problem. The inspection indicated
that the alternative sediment control methods are effective in
reducing sediment.

We also observed coal waste stockpiled in an area adijacent to the

inch diameter culvert. we discussed maintenance of the clean out such
that coal waste does not exit the area via the diversion.

Diversion UD-2:

This diversion is located on the west side of the portal area. It
also diverts undisturbed runoff. The inspection indicated that the
diversion is in good repair and well maintained. At the upstream end
of the diversion we observed wind deposited coal fines in the
channel. The operator is maintaining strawbale dikes in the diversion
at regular intervals towards alleviating the possibility that the
coal fines will be deposited outside the permit area. The strawbales
appeared to be functioning as intended. We followed the diversion in
a southerly direction to the point where it exits the permit area at
road U-133.
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South Permit Boundary:

At the south permit boundary we observed numerous water control
structures located outside the permit area. From west to east the
structures include strawbales, a small settling basin, a 24 inch
diameter culvert, the west access/exit road, the sediment pond
Principal and emergency spillway outlets, an 18 inch diameter culvert
and the east access/exit road. These structures were installed by the
operator when the operation was still considered exploration. The
structures are currently being used to facilitate the mining
operation. In addition, the permit included a stipulation, #817.42-1-~
RPS which requires the operator to retain strawbales or other
treatment at culvert C-6. In consideration of the above TDN 88-02-107-
2(1) was issued. Although the smal}l settling bain at the toe of the
west road was constructed by the operator and it is outside the

permit area it was inadvertently omitted from the location

description in the TDN.

area where the road ditch diverts runoff to the settling basin is
located below the topsoil stockpile. In that regard TDN 88-02-107-
2(2) was issued for failure to Pass disturbed area drainage through a
sediment pond or other treatment facility. 1t may have been more
appropriate to cite the Problem under regulations that to pertain to
road maintenanve however 817.42(a), (4) indicates that the definition
of disturbed area drainage includes roads when the upstream area is
disturbed.

The inspection continued with obervations of the sediment pond,
office area, parking area and east road, all of which are located
along the south bermit boundary.

The sediment pond contained a small amount of water most of which the
operator attributed to mine discharge. The water level was at the
approximate level of the 60% sediment marker. The pond was found to
be in good repair and well maintained. Although the pond. slopes are
in excess of the design requirements specified by Utah regulation the
operator provided stability information, as a result of the permit
Approval, that confirms that the embankments are stable; DOGM
approved the variance.

The inspection of the east road ang office trailer area Indicateqd
t

hat drainage bypasses the sediment pond or any other treatment
tacility. The area of the bypass is located to the south and east of

Powder Magazine/access Road:



facility. we noted that the road to the small bench is covered with
volunteer vegetation. At the bench we observed two "day" magazines
which the operators representative indicateqd are not being used. The
representative further stated the companies intention to reclaim the
site. The pad was Created by cutting a small bench, approximately 40
feet by 40 feet in the hill slope. The resultant cut material was
deposited on the outslope. We noted that the area does not have the

benefit of sediment control. Therefore, the failure to pass disturbed

runoff through a sediment pond or other treatment facility was
included in part two of the TDN.

Records Review:

The records review inc
and/or discussions of the Water Quality
Certificate of Liabilt (expiration 7-10-8
certifications, the Min\ing and Reclamatio
self-inspection of the sediment pond (in
September, November and Ja ary), NPDES Permit (the operator made
application to the EPA in Augqus 87; the EPA has completed a site
visit; the permit has yet to be issued), and the Permit with
Stipulations.

}, sediment pond
Plan as approved by DOGM,
ection dated August,

Close-ont:

During the close-out we discussed the inspection in general terms.
The TDN referenced above was completed on site. I provided the

DOGM representative Prior to the completion of the TDN form. The DoGM

representative indicated that the situation with respect to the
failure to treat disturbed area runoff may have been addressed
through a small area exemption. My review of the mining angd
reclamation plan angd associated documents did not indicate that such
i1s the case. In addition, we discussed the fact that a small area
exemption does not releive an operator from the responsibility to

accept the TDN rather than take a state enforcement actior.
Therefore, I issued the TDN. It was issued by certifieg mail #p 121
613 530. It was mailed to DOGM from Salt Lake City on the morning of
March 31, 1988. we have not received the certifieg return receipt at
this writing,

1an
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