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Dear Director Baza:
Devon Energy Corporation ("Devon") appreciates the opportunity to offer comments on the
above-referenced proposal to regulate hydraulic fracturing and well stimulation in Utah. Devon
supports the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining's ("Division") efforts to require operators to provide an
appropriate level of information about hydraulic fracturing and other well stimulation treatments that
are used to complete oil and gas wells in Utah.
Devon is a leading independent oil and natural gas exploration and production company.
Devon's operations are focused onshore in the United States and Canada. The company's portfolio of oil
and gas properties provides stable, environmentally responsible production and a platform for future
growth. The company's current production mix is 63 percent natural gas and 37 percent oil and natural
gas liquids, such as propane, butane and ethane. Devon's average daily production is more than 2.6
billion cubic feet of natural gas and 250,000 barrels of oil and natural gas liquids. Devon operates and
has property interests in and along the Uintah Basin. Headquartered in Oklahoma City, Devon is a
Fortune 500 company that employs approximately 5,000 people. Devon is included in the sap 500
Index, and its common shares trade on the New York Stock Exchange under the ticker symbol DVN.
Devon strongly supports state-level oversight of hydraulic fracturing and well stimulation
activities. Regulatory oversight of these activities should continue to reside with state agencies that
have extensive experience and history with the oil and gas industry and possess the knowledge of local
conditions that are necessary to appropriately develop and implement effective regulatory schemes.
Devon is a voluntary participant in the national "FracFocus" registry, which is a website available to the
public and which was developed jointly by the Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission ("IOGCC")
and the Groundwater Protection Council ("GPC"). Both the IOGCC and the GPC are directed by
representatives from state regulatory boards, ensuring that states can participate directly in the
management of their own resources. FracFocus was created to provide public access to reported
chemicals used for hydraulic fracturing. To help users put this information into perspective, the site
also provides objective information on hydraulic fracturing, the chemicals used, the purposes they
serve and the means by which groundwater is protected. FracFocus has been widely accepted by states,
operators, regulators, and the public.
Regarding the Division's proposed rules, Devon believes that the regulatory oversight and
disclosure proposed is appropriate. The most common misconception about hydraulic fracturing is that
it may contaminate underground freshwater aquifers. Devon believes, and the factual record supports
the conclusion, that hydraulic fracturing poses a very low risk of groundwater contamination because
there are thousands of feet of solid, impermeable rock separating fresh groundwater zones from the
targeted formations. Wellbore integrity standards also ensure protection of these aquifers.
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While Devon supports the Division's proposed rul~s regarding state oversight and the use of
FracFocus, Devon respectfully disagrees with, and offers suggested changes to, the following sections of
the Draft Rules:
1.

Section 2: Post-well stimulation. Devon supports the use of FracFocus (www.fracfocus.org) as a
public database for the amount and type of chemicals used.

2.

Section 3: Wellbore Integrity. Section 3 and its subparts appear to be a restatement of
regulations that appear in other sections of Utah's code.

3.

Section 4: Management of flowback water and surface protection. Regarding section 4.2, as
long as a disposal well is approved, and so long as the water flows through the operator's own
system, requiring recycling onsite is unnecessary. Devon recommends making changes to
reflect such.

In addition, a significant portion of the proposed regulations are duplicative because they are
taken directly from other parts of the code. This provides no additional public benefit, and Devon
supports the Board's directive given to the Division on Sept 26, 2012, to incorporate the existing rules
in the original proposal by reference in the final rulemaking.
Devon appreciates the opportunity to offer its comments to the proposed rule. Please include Randy
Bolles, Manager of Regulatory Compliance, randy.bolles@dvn.com , regarding this proposed rule or
related updates or correspondence.
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