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MEMORANDUM SECRFTARY BOARD OF
OIL, GAS & MINING

TO: Utah Oil, Gas & Mining Board
FROM: Sarah Fields, Uranium Watch
RE: lnitial Comments on Proposed Rule R647 - Minerals Regulatory Program
DATE: October 23,2019

Below are Uranium Watch's brief, initial comments on Proposed Rule R647 -

Minerals Recovery Program.

Uranium Watch supports amendments to R647 that will clarify regulations
applicable to the suspension of operation of hard rock mines in Utah, improve
the Division of Oil, Gas & Mining's regulatory program, and require the
reclamation of small and large hard rock mines that have been allowed to
remain in a non-operational status for decades.

2. The proposed rule lacks a discussion of the regulatory and programmatic
basis for the rule. There is no background information on the status of
permitted mines in Utah over the past 40 years and no analysis of non-

operational mines and concerns that the proposed rule is meant to address.

3. Unfortunately, the proposed regulation allows for the indefinite non-operational
status and indefinite delay in reclamation, as long as the owner maintains the
surety, submits annual reports, and keeps the mine site ship-shape.

4. The rule eliminates the requirement for an application to the Board for an

extension of suspension of operation after 10 years. This is a clever way to
deal with a regulation that the Division has consistently failed to enforce. With

some mines that have been on standby for over 30 years, delaying
reclamation indefinitely, elimination of that requirement is hard to justify.

5. The proposed rule continues to have vague provisions and relies too much on

the discretion of Division staff, which historically has been unwilling or unable
to fully enforce existing regulatory requirements.

6. The regulations basically give hard rock mines in Utah a"Forevet Stamp."
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